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PREFACE. 

Although it has been said by the Wise 
Man, that •' of making of many books 
there is no end," I little thought prior to, 
and even while scribbling the following 
pages, that I should ev^r be a contributor 
to the general stock. I can affirm), with- 
out the least exaggerations that I did not 
entertain the most distant idea of intrud-* 
ing them upon the public notice, until, 
upon my return from Quebec, I was sti- 
mulated to it by many of my acquaintances, 
who, upon hearing I had kept notes of my 
voyage, insisted upon seeing what they 
honored with the name of my Journal. 
This circumstance will account for the 
scarcity of descriptive matter which the 
reader will observe in this little work. As 
an account of Canada was not my object, 
but merely a few reflections, for my own 
amusement, upon the various incidents 
that might come under my observation, I 
permitted the opportunity to pass, unim* 
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proved, which I possessed o^ gleaning 
many particulars respecting the country, 
that might have recommended a Journal to 
the attention of the curious : and on that 
account J hesitated to commit my memo- 
randums to the press, fiiiding it difiicult to 
entertain the idea that my humble, simple 
thoughts could be worthy of publication j 
and, still suspecting the opinion oi friends 
"to be too favourable, it was not until a 
few highly respectable strangers^ who 
honored the MS. with a perusal, so late as 
the latter part of the year l827f recom- 
mended and encouraged me to it, that I 
determined finally to submit them, with all 
their imperfections, to the eye of the public* 
Although I have no doubt of the ex- 
istence of numerous defects in style, 
compasition, &c« yet they are such as, per- 
haps, not to be easily detected by a m&re 
novice in the art of writing : and as my 
object in publishing them is not to enter the 
lists of fame with those who deserve the 
name of Author, but merely to comply 
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with the wishes of a few respected friends ; 
and as it is most probable I shall never re- 
sume the task« should the critict in scan- 
ning my humble pages» refuse the lenity 
which, from these considerations, I could 
hope for from him, his envenomed shafts 
will fall harmlessly to the ground. 

Upon coming to the determination of 
publishing Qiy remarks during my voyage 
to Canada, I resolved, in order to render tha 
work as acceptable as possible, to subjoin 
an account of a few incidents which I 
either witnessed, or had from good autho- 
rity, upon a former occasion, in that 
country. These I have introduced under 
the title of Recollections, &c. ; and as I 
was very young at the time of their occur- 
rence, while travelling in Canada, I could 
venture upon but litUe description of the 
country ; however, as I could probably 
add but little under this head to what has 
been already supplied by many competent 
individuals, this deficiency will not, per- 
haps, appear very great. 

Awry, Mareh^ 1828, 

A 2 
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Page 9— Line 5— for afecting read affecting. 

17 — 21 — decay — decoy. 

23 — The reflections in page 30, com- 

mencing with '< the storms and 
tempests, &c." should have 
immediately succeeded << there 
yet was hope," page 23, but 
through mistake were mis- 
placed. 

32 — 19—3^ least rawflest. 

87 — 15 — he — it. [minded. 

126 — 15 — reminds one — one is re- 

152 — 22 — shapeless — shapely. 

-— 340 — 21 — sails — masts. 

347 — 4 — evert — avert. 

^ 362 — 11 — soothing — smoothing. 



Willi very araerent reelings to those 1 "must 
have experienced had it been the last time 
I hoped ever to have seen it. 

The«*^ratifying circumstances under 
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OF A 

VOYAGE TO QUEBEC, &o. 



Tuesday morning, 19th April, 1825, I 
left home to embark on board tb^ Lord 
Wellington, lying at Warrenpoint, for Que- 
bec. The fondness for travelling which is 
natural to an enquiring mind, the object 
I had in view, and the expectation of an 
early return, enabled me to part with my 
family, and take a last look at " sweet 
home,'' the seat of •' all my joy and care," 
just before it faded on my sight by the 
interposition of a hill which the progress 
of the car brought between it and me, 
with very different feelings to those I must 
have experienced had it been the last time 
I hoped ever to have seen it. 

The«<%ratifying circumstances under 
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which I left home, however, did not ex« 
elude from my mind the probable cases of 
many who had either crossed the western 
main before me, or were about to be my 
fellow passengers to that land beyond it» 
which had excited pleasing hopes in their 
minds, and, in idea, promised them joys 
they had hitherto been strangers to. An 
aged pair, perhaps, who, after a long life 
spent in labour and toif, and at a period of 
it, of all others the most unfit for such an 
undertaking, find themselves compelled by 
imperious necessity to quit their peaceful 
habitations, once dear to them, as possess- 
ing all that made life desirable — their rising 
offspring smiling around them, bidding fair 
to become the support of their declining 
years, and to recompense them in their age, 
for the anxious days and sleepless nights 
which they caused them in the bloom and 
vigour of life; as much of the necessaries 
of life, the reward of their constant labour 
^nd exertion, as was requisite to meet their 
real wants, and those of their family j a. 
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few friends and obliging neighbours, whose 
society beguiled away the long winter 
evenings with their conversation^ while 
seated around the cheerful fire : these, and 
many other charms, endeared their humble 
cottage to them, and rendered it the happy 
retreat of comfort and peaca— but now 

" All these charms are fled I" 

Their sons, arrived at man's estate, have 
sought, in distant climes, a relief from the 
griping hand of poverty, which their own 
country was found incapable of affording* 
Their daughter»--some, perhaps, have lis- 
tened to their brothers' request and ven- 
tured upon the stormy sea ; exposed them* 
selves to the hardships of a long journey 
through the wilds of America, and are now 
enjoying the reward of their toil : some- 
times, indeed, they look back with terror 
upon the dangers they narrowly escaped, 
but in a moment their fears are lost in the 
more pleasing idea of the comforts they 
have obtained by venturing, and only wish 
their parents could partake of them : others 
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are biarfied» aad living at iuch & distance 
that it is impossible to ftee them often : 
their own years are increasing, and with 
them the infirmities natural to age : they 
find themselves incapable of managing or 
working as formerly : the friends and com"- 
pauions of tljpir early y^rs yielding to 
their frail nature and sinking into the 
grave : a new generation rising arOuiid 
them, in whose society they can have but 
little- sati^action,. and whoy perhs^St are 
but little interested in their welfare : these 
.considerations^ with the de^e which is 
natural to 09en» to see their families com^ 
fortably settled in life before they them- 
selves resign it, induce them to yield to the 
frequent solicitations of their children ; and 
Ihey resolve, with the venerable Patriarch of 
oldi to ** go and see them before they die.*' 
A young man, pei*haps, who impati^it 
of the yoke of poverty, and disheart- 
ened by the prospect before him; after 
having spent several of his bert years in 
hard labour, for which he considers him* 
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self but ill repaid, resolves on trying to 
better bis condition in America, wliere he 
has heard of mady of his acquaintances 
succeeding well, and in some cases beyond 
their expectations. He feels necessity 
wging him, yet there are ties, strong, en- 
dearing ties, to be broken. He looks for- 
ward "to the hardships he is sensible he 
must encounter, with manly fortitude } 
they weigh light on his mind ; the prog- 
pectof anamplefeward causes him almo^ 
to- overlook tkemf but whcai bis thoughts 
recur to the soothe that must be made, 
«— a home that baa b^en the peaceful seat 
of all his pleasures, a fether and mother 
who have chisrishtd and protected bim 
through infancy and yoiith, and '' led him 
up to man;^' brothers and sisters, who have 
participated in his satis&ctions, and sym- 
pathized with him in his troubles j friends 
and companions of his youth, whose society 
has contributed to his enjoyments; from 
all these {and wbat more can be necessary 
to happiness?) he must tttar himself; he 
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must resign them all, andbe^me a stranger 
in a strange land ! Then he feels the na* 
ture of his situation ; then do sorrow and 
regret find access to his breast, and in the 
bitterness of his soul he cannot refrain 
from deploring his hard fate. A young 
woman, perhaps, allured by the prospects 
which her brothers, who have gone before, 
hold to her view, resolves to go. Her 
parents, who have no very flattering hopes 
for her here, desire to se^ her do well, yet 
recoil at the ide^ of parting with her.— 
Their hearts yearn within them, but the 
hope of her situation being materially im- 
proved obliges them to stifle their feelings 
and yield to the voice of wisdom. Dreary 
must be the moment that parts them, pro- 
bably for ever, from a child they have long 
cherished and loved with parental fond- 
ness ; poignant must be her feelings when 
she gives the parting embrace to her kind 
parents whom she may, perhaps, never see 
again. These, and several other cases, pre- 
presented themselves to my mind, and did 
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7 
not fail to excite in my breast a feeling of 
gradtude to thait faeneficwtiPeingy wfab^ in 
his infinite tneroy aad goodnessi has be^n 
so. kind to me ^ove thous£^nds of my fkh 
low creatures^. and .has. made my burden so 
much lighter anfl. easier. to be borne. 

Afaong the passengers ^hat .caoie on 
hoard during the day, there iVaa a ppor girl 
who appeared to be in great affliction.-rr- 
Sheihad.heoQ in iCanada spine.time.befi)re, 
and I^d tetutoed to this dounfiy at the 
request of b^r fether} iby t tha latter having 
sabs(eiqMn$ly gQt i«»rr jedi she b^^mnd it 
ifhpo9gible tftliVjB wth berirteptoothCT, wd» 
tbei^or^ bsd reftolved.^n g/mg K^iit. tp 
Cfms4^ ^in. Tn this hfirMher:lm^ 
:cQ»*»tQ4 .«od [Promised M ;pjio»i4f! :h§r 

mlii tfe?, Bleaks fprfli^t purpose.: hvtaft^r 
hftvipg >engftge4 her .pWPPggj^%9d,^hp vessel 
.about tpfaili he ha4 ^(^qg^d hfs min(|» 
and^ r^f^s^ to do sp. ^^ r ^yj^q^p^ M9^> 
pc^M^ o^ii^ipted of hwt tyiro; ppunijls, ly^xk^ 
were.^ppHt^^ias jwt li ;tWp»!^ge 
mopmi c^n^;!^. PQ^ld; not y-a^iLtJ^? fr 
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Attainder. When her case was made known 
to the passengers, two of them immediate- 
ly commenced raising a collection among 
the rest, who, to their honour be it said, 
although leaving their country under cir- 
cumstances not the most propitious ; their 
pockets not groaning with the. weight of 
theif golden store, generously contribiuted 
what their scanty iunds could afford, and, 
in a short time, the deficiency was more 
than supplied. I was exceedingly pleased 
wil^ this striking instance of the native 
generosity and sympathy of the Iri$h, and 
:the promptitude with which they obey the 
call of humanity. It strengthened my at- 
tachment to tny country j I feit-an li^nesit 
pride in having it in my power <to ciall that 
'country mine, though, at the ^ame tim*, 
sincere regret at the idea of her not being 
able* to afford provision and encourag<}- 
* tnenl; for men possessed of such warm and 
^iffeeilhg hearts; but that she ih list exile 
'lihem to a foreign land, to wield, perhaps, 
"tii a ititiire day,- those energies fo her pre- 
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9 
judice, which, at this tiiiie,' they. would 
have gladly devoted to her sepviee. 

Wednesday— The vessel removed frora 
her anchorage, down the harbour, near 
Carlingford* Here I wiftuessed many an af- 
ecting parting scene. During the.wtiole day 
boats continued to eotae along aide, with 
passengers, or their friends, who came to 
take a last look of, and bid fare^ll to; 
their sons, daughters, brothers, siisteh, re- 
lations, friends or acquaintances, whom, in 
most instances, they had little or qb hope 
bf ever seeing again. 

One case» in particular, I shall notice : 
it was that of an old man, whose hoary, 
flowing locks, dangling, in easy negligence, 
about his drooping and contracted slioul- 
ders, " proclaimed his lengthened years," 
proclaimed also, that hcrtoo^ must inertly 
emigrate*-*not to Columbia's golden shoresr, 
not to that imaginary jM7ra<//^e into which 
the fruitful ftncy has converted the difie- 
rent countries of the new discovered world, 
not to that distant earthly region whither 
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poverty^ iti wxtoufthop^ r^^firsiirqiiett 
of a coqufortaUe ni^dmb ; wlibre thfe eoteiW 
l^risinggetiiaas^B a odttg^nial and exten- 
sive fidd in wkieh to <sMte off ita <hinibroub 
traoraie^ abd gevfe ftiU 8Cop6 to ttsei^ 
pa'ndin^ potfen ; &fad uriiere crime and 
guiltt Vkh downcast eyd« and quaku^ 
breasts Ae6 as tb a dty of refoge---4Hit to 
that mystdiMd, t]nknbwn»' nicom|>reheii89i- 
ble ^* bourne^ wfaedce no traveller Ver rie^ 
terns^*^ Brevtow to his arrival alongside^ 
the Captain had :fo«nd it necessary to di- 
rect that no more peo^e should be allowed 
to come OB bcfarc^; until scMefte,' already in 
the vessel^ shpuld tebve it : Ihe (khmt old 
man was, l^erefoife, atfiong othei^, forbid 
.toasccmd ; but b& eictretne aalsci^ty to see 
his son, 9iho' was ab6Ut to isail with ii6» 
urged him to «m^ the lattocApti in doing 
which» oiti^ to his beidg,- as the saibr's 
.termed i^ ^< about half sees over," or, in 
pkiner t«m% rather iAoxioalieid^ and^ per- 
kapsi to a little xesiscancd from afbove^ he 
happened to let the man^rapds gO| and the 
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boat htving sheftred. off a little fwtn the 
ship at the moment^ he soused over head 
and earsinto the wfd;er. His hatMmaihed 
floatiog on the surface* and, in. a short 
time^ bis bald aod polished crown iqppeared 
eioergiqg froqi the. briny deep. After con- 
adorable e^rtion and struggle he was got 
into the boat* when* being requested by 
some of Uie.crew.to come on board, his in- 
4if qation overcame his other ftelihgs, and 
in stretching himself* very deliberately* 
abog the bottom of tlieboat* the recollec- 
tion of other days flashing across his mind 
and adding nerve to the fexpression* he 
Qonjtemptuoiisly exclaimed^ *vril not thank 
yon for going into your dtmg boat, Tm an 
<dd manrof-war's man* Pve sailed on board 
.the Orphem and be d^-<l .to you.** His son 
soon appear^* with whom hie had an afiect- 
ing interview* and when about lo part* con-. 
4tiotts that he was takii^ at fin^Ieave-^along 
farewell of him* he w^t and sobbed atoud* 
recommended him fervently to the care of 

Heaven* and his last and oft-repeated adieu 
9 ^ 
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of *^ Oh Johtiiiy^ JohtavjK, ny dear^ 
ffohnny t Gbdbe'iirhh yOu, JMrnti^ 1^ dkd 
bt ienglh u^ieo the lnve2e, ^ tivf btiiit 
glide4 geiitl^fr «ver the «dft »e«|^tw«v ^o* 
Wards tbe TiUig^ 4)f Catliiijgfbr^ 

Suiida^^WeigM Meh6i>. While ibMtt^ 
ing towarHs th^ibait, a tioisttfrn^^'fima 
CuAidgibnl with iftosM of khie <{>aMiteng«»ft 
who had gtmeconrflbore^wly^ift tlh&'itiom- 
ing. Thie wind being very 'S6fi[»ig utid «be 
tide still iflbwing, thl^neiffperieue^ '<^n^ 
<lelable tdiAcitlt^ in Oi^taking cbe t^e«9e)w 
IDiurii^)theirirt»'nggIei ^oue of ^t^e p^^etK 
fgfera on ^bowd the sbifi '^ent to the ptl6«, 
and, triih la cidimtontftiee e^preiSi^ <jf 
muchaiiaiilty^aaid^tahim, ** ah, "pAldt ! I^ 
abrdther and iWo oounns in thcft 'boat, 
I^'' '* What do I-caw,*' said the vpilot, 
inte^ruptitag fain, '^ di> y^ra ^tiiink 1^ 
gomg to ran tbe %\^ bshore for 7.6a :or 
thein^ther"?'' '< Armh nanj" rttfini«fd 
tti^|>oOr fi^lv^ ^'-aiu^el lokrttrtyou €0u1d 
not, but I'm onhfi*sHing jfM/* Cttat ^m- 
»chor ileartheibar, the) tide hot ::u»werif]fg 
to go over it. 
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villi ft Mt add^MMHg fcreeae^ III the; tfVM- 
iilg.iftw the «0B«t^tlie C^Mfif WUff^Vf.' 
ThuMdtty-^Ldst^^ht of Itiiid ^ HaA &$ 
on- vwse34^tirtied>eb(e sfotiAiJig -sfljri^ h6>- 
fdnfthart <aH(ir.in^Hgftatat^t'tWot>Mme«t<n^ 
it- apfMftmd >t& ^fSdi 4» 4iar ^regnMs, «nd 
pradRy'dtftlhed thMugh the yii^lding^e* 
inem, <a««leid»a'thto|ht>pre^efitdd itself t^ 
my ntliido . IFfae'-IttDd; 'at 'v^hidh I^ hkvt 

yftalHhttA>fi<iMi 4iy tilglft'; aiy ciif9S»^tkitiy 
^iljr, My-^eildkr tt)f6 loft -tb «iy vim i I 
wi now «UB)p^i«ded; is »t >#er(e» 1ft^'«<eet) 
witH amd^ldaK^fii ;;tMid'thWHgikt AeW^ is tA- 
<mjts/at hiettid^ (fti 'laiid or-^«^»4-dn^^bnd'^we 
iMsy view J«ighf 'of it'aMid«t lh^i.ppki&iit 
vmaOtyilint^'MitTtmuiis usi 'bul'heFel-aih 
!Ctt)aMnt}y <r0iiiiti€tdd'«bat l4alB^'0nl:he'b^tllc 
a)f.«tefait9^;otk)l5r iiiiiit^ated' fiSddiiiif % a 
Mi^teiphmlt. itli« "(Caiyt^ iif Ma''tiail<^ 
^9Mt(of winjiMliitfl^t tsabh'^aiiMa 
•Md(, aad rsefeMA'ttfihir'-ftte^ent^ l^«ytfh 
•«aihBid ;wi9iiAd '«0t ^bie^tlk6(l«ait<«i»n«d- 
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gueiieef ai» herd suffict^t to mMch me 
from tills iin)rld in a m<nBetit» aivl hurry 
the soul into the presenile of iis Maker, to 
give an account of the deeds done in the 
bojdy. Oh then, my soul ! <* seeing these 
things are so,'' it lieeomes you to answer 
the important questipn, *.* what manner of 
man ought ypji tobe?"; How^ wiilejfou 
hfnpe the opporjtuni^fBitend totheaffectioo*^ 
ate invitations iu the . Sgriptures, and 
** cease to 4o evil, leara to do weU» Now 
is the accepted time^ now is the day of sal* 
yiM^ion*" ** This moment Js thine, the next is 
in the woptib of futurity, a^d thou koowest 
npt what 1^ loomj^iit^may: bring forth.'' You 
aire now in pos^e^sion of ,a treasure which 
the unhappy sopls who, in another woiU^ 
are reaping the fruits of their evil doings 
in this, would gjye worlds to. obtain ; the 
opportunity, of a^uiring the • favour of a 
just and holy Qodi by bdievingoh bi&SoiH 
and disp^ying^ th^t faith by a constant 
.walk in the paths of.bollness and virtue.---- 
Make» then, a good use of that treasure---^ 
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may o^t be add^d tQ t^ itUivter of uopvo- 
fitaUe^iiraatfi who reociy^d tfllent^ fr«m 
their lK>i*d but buried theii^ in! tb^ ^ound' ; 
tbat ywL fifay ^scupe tl^ir Jast; aeHtence 
"to be cast into o^ter d^pkB^a^ wbore is 
weeping and gnashing of teeth/* . 

I hate now lost sigbtof land, and e^ry 
da;fi fyt some time, v)U be removing mB 
Arther ftojai it« Before me . lies the gmt 
Jktktetia Oceafi^ OQ:it^hlbk Iain lo be e:(pe»- 
edfo a Ihoutend perils <£ dtflbrent kidds^ 
a pdor, helpless wond, not capable 6£wettr 
in^ or deftnding okysdf from the least of 
Uiem. I am now, as at .all Umes, in the 
hands of that Almighty Bding: whose voice 
ihe winds aad the wiaves obey ; io!y fkte is 
ta bis hand* ; and, whatever may be his 
will fe4;)ecttng me, I must$ubmit for none 
dare say to Him, "what dost thott?*' I 
am in Search of anotheit l^arthly shote, buc 
cbnnot assure tnysdf I shall jailer reach it; 
perhaps He may determine that the next 
ihore I land on may be that of citernity !*^ 
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If ft should, niy soul,' hoW could you expect 
t<> be received ? awful ' consideratidn !— 
Surely it should be sufficient to ^iifdrce the 
duty which is incumbent upon all, to haye 
your lamp burning and supplied with oil, 
** ready tm meet the bridegroom when h6 
conoeth," '• • 

Friday evening-^While walking the deck 
I heard a poor woman ask another if she had 
any co£tee«— she was answered in the nega- 
tive/ -*vOh that I had a little, what would 
I give for two spoonfuills of coffee !'' ex* 
claimed th6 poor creature, who had been 
exceedingly sea sick ail day, and, from her 
latigaid. situation, evidently stood in need 
of some refreshing nourishment. I was 
touched by the pitiful accerits with which 
sh$ uttered the expression, tpld her to stay 
a short time, and in a few minutes brought 
lier some, for which she expressed hersdf 
very thankfuU The gift was insignificant 
and, of itself, not worth noticing, though, 
under the circumstances of the moment, 
it afibrded her relief, and a coiresponding 
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degree of real Mtisfaction to me* ' I merely 
xnentioo the c^rcum^Qce Jh order to re* 
mark, that, as an^a^iqle of ' such trifling 
faluei whed Ja4idQU9]yfaestow'ed, isfouiid 
capable of s^&rdiitg a <:oii3iderabIe degree 
of pleasure ift re^ucnj; what,a laJrge prppor* 
tion of real, solid] esrjt)>yqaeiit, the great, the 
wealthy^ and!the.p6«'erftil, hatfe within 
their reach; io the meaoli whidi they pos- 
sess of difiusiog: rdief and c<»inirort attaong 
their poor felIbw<pcreatiires;;)of protecting 
and piroviding for the fatheiies^and taikiug 
the widoVi h6ari *''sing.for joyj'*: bat 
which, in toamluay instances, they forego 
for £inci^d, imaginary pleasnresi which, 
while at a distance, hold out alluring pro- 
mises and flattering' prospects, but, when 
obtain^, are found to! be delusive! . ! .' 

In these, iere tMers half their wiah obtaid, 
The kdlmg.jdeaiute sickeiu into pain ; 
And ev'n while fashion's brighUtt «tU 4^ca;» 
. The hearty di^tri^8ti«ig» .asks^ if ibii be ^rpir. . ; 

Sundayr^Captain Maxwell reqjqej^tedi^e 

to read the mMoiing service of the; Church 
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tatbe fihi[^*»cdmpanyi ^and such at the 
|)&sfi9eng<sr^ ^ wef 4si • Frol^i^ftnt^i to which I 
'tiiost WilKngly iis^edt^^, and was happy to 
^tid that all who iv^re.^dMmbIed wqm utt 
only Mrillitig^^bot ^nanife^ted an anxipus 
de$ire!tidcAilfil» 'M faraB fioBdiblei tho cpm- 
wantltiaetit ^«f tlu^ ^tfcat ICing 4)f King3» 
itb^keep holy «ihe ^^iSedixliath ^ Dayi and nvait 
"iip<>n. failo In life Ordmaaficesk 3fhe ^Koman 
rjpatholiesi ^i^,' loolleeted together ^t the 
'iDhspdct joVoth^e'j(W»el9 )iaid one of -Aem 
Tt^eadtfae^moittHig^iprbyers^Qf jj^heir Chtirch. 
^]^ tli^ ilfiipnuJdft/tredssimMed again in the 
^O^diif^ v^ «after W Hadraung a paahn* 1 
md-^a MPmmi {and thi^ Captain piiayed, 
-dntf xead :fdr an ihoitr/b^ .the pei[^})el vl 
^fittt'VQfy much ^afifiiQdiatjthe eondusion 
to hear3aigtr}>je3»llahny:5^' thank God for 
that, I did npt:i^;i;pec!t to hear th»t much 
good until -^e< should >have arrived! fit the 
other ^side-!*'* •" - -^ '- ' • " '• -' ' - • -" 

We'dbeslday— During the night i was 
awafcerted ^1)y ' a^^^rfeatnblsfe trpdn^f^dedt — 
lieard th^^Cfl^feib ety, *i«h -a-itoliiothjit 
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mdicaled much anxietyt '* let go the top* 
9^ balyacds !" I listened a few moments 
smd heard the wind howli^ drtadfliUy : 
Ihewhiading noise it made through the 
^^gg<ng> lEmd the orders of the Captain, 
which were given in quick successioni so6n 
infcu-med me of* what was transacting on 
dqck. I arose immediatelyt dr(^sed and 
ran ixp^ when an awful scene presented 
itsdf. The moon, which was thickly en* 
vebped with clouds, afforded but a dim 
light, only sufficient to display the horrors 
that surrounded us. The sea, roaring in a 
terrible manner, wasrs^sed to a tremendous 
height by the fupy.of the temjMBSt: while 
our vessel appeared to be made the mere 
sport of the foaming billows ; for, as David 
beautifully expresses it, she was ** carried 
up to the heaven, and down again to the 
deep ; she reeled to and fro, and staggered 
like a drunken man/' The foresail (a large 
sail at the fore part of ^le ship) was or« 
dered to be taken in ; I ran to afford what 
trifling assistance was in my power, and. 
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vrhile bauliog one. of the ropes, tlie lightin 
the binnacle, which enables the seaman SLt 
the helm to see the compass, was extin* 
guishecji and he, from this accident, not 
knowing how to steer, the vessel deviated 
from her right course, which cauaed her 
to skip a great sea just where I was stand-* 
]ng« I happened to let the rope go, and, 
as the vessel was rolling at a dreadful rate, 
I fell down among the sailors' feet, and 
was, for a minute or two, sliding about the 
deck before I could recover myadf*. At 
this tinie the scene was of the most ap- 
palling description; the sailors running 
about the deck in hurry and apparent con« 
fusion J some calling out as they hauled 
the ropeSf while the sound of their voices, 
bursting with intense solicitude upon the 
gale, was only answered by the dismal 
howl of the pitiless tempest, whose increas- 
ing violence seemed to mock their active 
exertions to escape its fury ; some of the 
sails flapping about with a frightful noise ; 
while the women in the steerage who heard 
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the wave striking aj^tnst the ship^ and 
flying down itmang' theitf^ and supposing 
at the instant' that Ae yfm sinking, sent 
fortii piercing, and heart«rending shrieks 
aiid cries* Avery ftfw moments elapsed 
when another wave, greater than the first, 
came dashing vin, w^Mck caDosed them to 
redouble their shoiits. **Oh mamma, 
mamma!'' cricid a little bdy, ••kiss me, 
kiss me before we go !'* Shortly afterwards, 
the sails were taken in and the vessel be- 
came more eai^. 

Thursday— The gale continued, and it 
was necessary to lay the vessel to all day.— 
In the morning, when one of the women, 
who lay near the hatchway; observed most 
of the sails furled, and heard no noise upon 
deck, sheexclainied, ••Oh, we're done now 
^ure enough, the Captain and sailors have 
tied the ship by the head^ gone in the boats, 
dnd left us to Our fate !** 

Friday— The wind and sea subsided 
altogether, which, contrasted with the 
stdrm the day before, afforded a grand 
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specimlen of the iEilmsghty power of that 
Being whose doing it was --0© Thursday, 
the ship was quite divested of Iter sail^ 
and lay exposed to the fury of the wind 
and waves : the passengers, oppressed by 
sea*8ickness» and desti(;ute of almost every 
comfort, were apparently unconcerned 
about their fate, and, in consequence of 
thei violent rolh'ng and pitching of the 
vessel, remained below. 

Now boslile elements tmoohobas- risey 
And lawless floods rebel agaiost the Mcb ; 
While hope expires, and peril and. dismay 
Wa^e their black ensigns on the walecy way. 

Friday presented a complete change; 
all was calm and serene ; the ship^s masts 
were crowded with sails, and, notwithstand- 
ing, she scarcely moved : the passengers 
who, but yesterday, had exhibited terror 
and dismay in their countenances, now re- 
covered from sickness, and, happy in their 
escape from the awful dangers that had 
recently surrounded them, came again 
upon deck : some were busily occupied at 
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the camhouse cooking, others' working, and 
others amusing themselves in various ways : 
the countenances of aU seemed brightened 
by the cheering idea that ^ there yet was^ 
hope." 

Friday^ 27th May— We were near the 
Banks of Newfoundland, and scarce a da^r 
had elapsed, since we left Warrenpoint, 
in which we did not either spenk of see 
oiie or more vessels :: a few going our own 
way, but the great msgprity iretumir^ to^ 
Europe from distant countries* Some bear-^ 
ing the tretenreil of the West Indies to the 
shores of England r the appearance of 
tl^se naturally recalled; ta the mind some^ 
rh-aimsttnees eonoected wkh that trade,. 
Many of the hixurious sons of England 
are pampered and enriched by it ; almost 
all her inhabitants enjoy the* fruits of it r 
bat while the rich man i» revellfng in the 
hixuries it affi>rd% him,, and while the man 
in middling cireumitanees, and the poor 
man, are enjoying the necessaries of life 
which it snppfies, da they give one passin^^ 



i 
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thought to the manner in \x>hkhtheif are 
produced? Do they remember that the 
plants that yield the greater part of them 
are cultivated by a number of their feN 
low-creatures, once their equals, as enjoy- 
ing that great birth-right of man, liberty 
— liberty, after which the soul of man 
thirsts, as essential to his existence ; as one 
of the most desirable objects he can pos- 
sess in this life,— since, ** with it to smile 
upon him as he eats bis cmist, the swaiti is 
happier than the monarch, from whose 
court it is exiled :" for which he does not 
hesitate to risk his life, and every thing he 
holds most dear: in the caiise of which^ 
nation has risen against nation, and king- 
dom against kingdom, and lavished their 
best blood and treasure in great profusion r 
•—but who, being robbed of that invaluable 
treasure, by those who have na other right 
to deprive them of it than that which they 
assume, and are enabled to exercise by 
means of those superior advantages that 
Providence^ in his great wisdom,, has be- 
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stoived upon them for nobler purposes, are 
now degraded to a level with the beasts of 
the field ? That, like these, they are led 
to the field by a driver, and their only sti- 
mulus to work is the whip : like them 
they must suffer many an unmerited lash 
at the hand of their cruel overseer, without 
exclaiming against his injustice, as if they 
possessed no power of speech to make their 
grievances known ; they roust be passive 
under the heavy burden of their oppres- 
sions ! If they excel in diligence or atten* 
tion the advantage is not theirs : when, like 
brutes, they are exposed for sale in the pub- 
lic market, their masters may obtain a larger 
sum on account of their good qualities, but 
they themselves profit but little by them. 
•—'In many cases, as a remuneration for 
their toil, under the burning heat of a 
meridian sun, they are allowed a small 
spot of ground, which, when properly cul- 
tivated, is only sufiicient to afford them a 
scanty subsistence : they are allowed two 
days in the week (Saturday and Sunday) to 
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labour iU whicln being scarcely sufiTcientr 
necessity obliges them to devote to that 
purpose : therefore, it may almost be said, 
they live without God in the wwld ; and 
in aland^ which, being subject to England, 
the day-star of Gospel, as well as scientific 
tight, should afford them. ^f great light,'** 
they sit too much in the gloooi of darb> 
ness. 

Do the people of England think of 
these things ? Yes— to their high honour 
be it spoken, sxmis in the highest walks^of 
life, who, uncontarainated by the detestahle^ 
doctrine that tl^ AHican slave traK^e is nol 
incompatible with humanity and goocl 
policy, have taken tlie lamentable condlr 
tion and ciircifmstanceaof the poor negroep^ 
into consideration, and have exerted their 
well deserved mftuence in the c^xuncils of 
the nation to aboltsii the odious traffic § 
and to ameliorate, to a very great degree, 
the condition of those whom prudence 
would not permit altogether to etAancipate^^ 
And when the historian transmits td pofik 
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terity, with honour and applause, the names 
ofWeUingtoni Hill, Beresford, &c. for 
their glorious achievements in emancipat- 
ing Europe from the yoke of slavery, which 
the great scourge of mankind, in the nine- 
teenlji century, had imposed upon a great 
part of her ; ' surely he will not omit to hand 
down, with equally verdant and glorious 
laurels, the names of Pitt, Fox, Wilfoer- 
force, and several other benevolent indivi* 
duals, who, in the genuine spirit of phi-, 
lanthropy, humanity, and every kind and 
amiable feeling of the human heart, have 
extended their powerful arm to perform 
the same kindly office to the poor, helpless, 
ititreated and uno£fending African. Eng- 
land has exerted herself towards the abo- 
lition of the slave trade, atid she has suc- 
ceeded to a great extent : her noble example 
has b6en imitated by the United States of 
America : these enlightened and generous 
nations have united in the benevolent cause, 
and have decreed that their respective sub- 
jects, detected in the traffic, shall be con* 
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sidered guilty of piracyt and punished 
accordingly. England ha^ treated with 
the other nations of Europe, engaged in 
the trade, upon the same subject : these 
were not sufficiently destitute of shame to 
refuse to listen, to her ; they even promised 
to use their endeavours towards e^ting^ 
the abolition among their people: biit 
cruel, unfeeling Monarchs, unworthy of 
the power entrusted to them-— cruel^ dis* 
sembling Ministers — ^cruel, deprave.d na- 
tions, for which they have all dearly suf« 
fered of late ; they are deaf to the loud 
calls of humanity : they tolerate and cm* 
gage in the hateful and inhuman trade, and 
still sport, without remorse* with the suf* 
ferings of their fellow-creaturea! 

Others, from the United States, wire 
hastening to England, to lay at hfer feet 
the treasures of their western world, and 
to receive, in return, her highly improred 
manufactures. New ideas were excited in 
the mind at the appearance of these. The 
vast extent of country which no.w consti« 
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tutes the Republic of the United States 
was formerly possessed by Great Britain : 
though separated at an immense distance 
from it, she defended it from all the en- 
croachments of her enemies, and derived 
great advantage from the possession of it. 
The inhabitants reverenced the mother 
country, and looked up to her for protec- 
tion and direction : they acknowledged 
her sovereignty, and received and obeyed 
the laws she imposed upon them, while 
they were just and mild) but, in an evil 
hour, pridcp the bane of its possessor, 
^ that sin by which Aii^e/^ fell,^' separated 
America from England, and deprived the 
latter of one of the most valuable of her 
&reign possessions. 

Sunday, 29th May— We arrived on the 
Baaks of Newfoundland, where we saw 
several vessels lying at anchor, fishing. I 
vent, with the mate, on board of one, 
which proved to be the AngeHque^ a French 
brig, from Havre de Grace, ^he master 
treated us very politely, but made us pay 
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pretty high for it in the price of scAne fish* 
ve purchased from him } although be. had 
taken six hundred that day» On my ex« 
pressmjB; some, surprise at his people at- 
tending to their business on that day^ 
*' oh !'' said hei '^ you Snglish pay a great 
deal of respect to this day i we French 
think but little of it here/' 

The storms and tempests* and furious 
contention of the elements, are not the 
only astonishing works of the Lord, which» 
as David says, ** they see who go down to 
the sea in ships, and occupy^ their business 
in great waters:*' for, as *'at his word 
the stormy wind ariseth and lifteth up the 
waves thereof, and causeth their soul to. 
melt away because of their trouble,'' and 
afterwards, << maketh the storm to cease, 
so that the waves thereof are still ; and 
maketh them glad because they are at. 
rest }" so, at his word also, the banner of 
war is unfurled, and hostile squadrons ride, 
in dreadful array,^upon the face of the 
great deep. Then do storms, even of a 
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more dreadful and appalling description 
than thoae occasioned by the elements^ 
lidse, with terrible sound, more direful 
effects: !from the latter, all exposed to 
their fury may.escape; but to. the former 
some: mUst &U victims^ Tben» those on 
boi^daisoUta^y trading vessel hear, with 
dismay, the unwelcome sounds ** astrange 
sail r' While they are unaware of her kind, 
or the country she belongs to^ every ex-^ 
pedi^nt that t:an be used is resorted to, in 
order to evade her ; not darii^lo approach 
to ask the.ifuestion (sDmetimea a very im- 
portant one), ** What is your Longitude ?*' 
Then trdde is heavily shackled, to the 
great disadvantage o£ the whole commu- 
nity : mercantile vessels are frequently de- 
tained, a considerable time, waiting for the 
ship of war appointed to Convoy them to 
their destined port ; and, in numerous in« 
dances, sustain serious loss or idisadvan- 
tage from that circumstance. But when 
gentle peace extends her olive branch o*er 
the contending empires^^wben He, whose 
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awful voice is heard and obeyed from 
shore to shore, says to the angry nations, 
"peace, be still!" What a wonderful 
change does His word produce! ' " TTie 
fiery fight is heard no more," the storm of 
war ceases to blow : the fleets, which had 
previously pursued each other with inve- 
terate animosity, from harbour to harbour, 
and had been constantly endeavouring to 
hurl each other to destruction, by means 
of their awful engines of war, now anchor 
in the same port without distinction, and 
associate harmoniously together* The 
trader, now at liberty to choose his own 
time for sailing, tempts the dangerous 
main, without any other dread than what 
arises from the elements ; and instead of . 
endeavouring to shun every vessel that 
appears in sight, least he should encounter 
an enemy, he how hails it with joy, bears 
down to it with pleasure, certain of meet- 
ing a friend who is willing to assist him, if 
in necessity of any kind j and has the sa- 
tisfaction of ascertaining, in a great mea* 
sure, the correohiess of his reckoning. 
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These are some of the benign, the salu* 
tary effects of peace ; and when to them we 
add. those important ones of navigation, 
and the discovery of the magnetic attrac- 
tion (which, like all the other astonishing 
works of creation, though simple in prin- 
ciple, is amazing in effect), uniting coun- 
tries that had been previously separated by 
the then insurmountable barrier of ocean : 
when we consider the unspeakable advan- 
tages that mankind, in general, derive from 
the power these afford them of mutually 
exchanging the produce and manufactures 
of their respective countries; we must 
acknowledge the great obligations we lie 
under to that kind Providence who, in His 
infinite mercy, has been so indulgent to his 
unworthy creatures ; and we are constrain- 
ed by gratitude to exclaim, '* Bless the 
Lord, oh!. my soul, and forget not all his 
benefits 1*^ And where is the subject of 
the tinited kingdom, whose bosom does not 
glow with a lively satisfactioti, when he 
finds, by their means, the poet^s prediction 
completely fulfilled,— . * 



,», 
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TIm tima^diftll come when, free as seiw or wind^ 
Unboouded TlNunes sball flow for all mdokind ; 
Whole natioas enter with each awelling tide. 
And teas bnt join the r^tons they di ride- 
Earth s distant ends onr glory sba)l behold, 
And the new world launch forth to meet the old. 

Friday, Sd June— A quarrel .arc^se be- 
tween two of the passengers, who appeared 
extremely anxious to terminate the afiair 
by Jbrce of arms ; or, at^ least, made all 
that boisterous and vaUant display of the 
desire which h frequently assumed, when 
there is every reason to belieVe it will not 
bet permitted to be .indulged ii;i;. and as 
the Ciip^'n had been frequently torqaented 
by similar disputes,, he resolved \o al^pw 
them to settle this in their pwn way* The 
quarter-deck was* therefor^ cleared* and 
they stripped. While prepjf ring for the 
cpnibat, the wife of one of the parses, in 
taking his coat». 8^c. under her . charge^ 
anin^at^d him' as much as possible to 
^*ftiifid wh^th6 was about— %bt likefi man» 
and niQft let that scavenger beat him;^ 
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ifvhile tlie secret;dp9ire of her hearty as ihe 
afterwards acHnowledged, was that h^ 
might get a good trouncing^ by way of 
enabling him to form some idea, of what it 
wts^ as he was rather too much in the ha- 
bit of exercising discipline towards her, 
for the purpose, as he professed^ " of keep- 
ing her in orthur.** When ready for action^ 
the hesitation they evinced at commencing 
almost reminded me of the hostile parties 
of Agincourt } but an attenti\^e obaerva«> 
tion of their countenances and gestures 
brought another fighting scene more imme- 
diately to my recollection ; for, if I might 
be allowed to judge of their secret feelings 
from external appearances, the idea of the 
one, while hastily retiring a few paces from 
a rather advanced position, which he had 
inadvertently taken up, appeared to corres- 
pond with that of one of the bold anta^ 
.gonists in the duel^tscene in Miss in her 
.Teens^ *<! must not approach too near at 
^st;" while the other seemed perfectly to 
coincide in. sentiment with his adversai-j^ 
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*^1 wisb a constable would come, ditdtake 
u$ both up:** however, as the wish was 
vaini^ rio constable being at hancU \i^ was 
compelled to set to ; and I must confess^ 
when they rf/rf begin, the onset' was very 
violent on both sides* It was shocking to 
behold too human beings, almost naked, 
rush at each other with all the fiiry and 
animosity of wild beasts, contending for the 
superiority, and nearly in the same way ; 
for as neither was acquainted with the 
elegant science of pugilism, they bit and 
pulled the hair, kicked and wrestled about 
for a considerable time, without, however, 
doing each other much injury. 

And was this the amusement the brave 
and refined Romans and Grecians delighted 
in ! Can it be possible that those people, 
certainly entitled, in many respects, to be 
styled gresit and noble, generpds and* hu- 
mane, cpuld resOTt to the thetitre abd ptlli- 
lic^ames, for the purpose of being enter- 
tained with the detestable sight 6f two oi 
^heir feilow-creatures using ttieir skill and 
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utmost i|xert!oiis to destroy eac^ other !«-» 
That even tliie feomleSt in whose soft and 
tender bosoms wo might expect to find the 
finest feeling of our nature, should have 
felt delight in listentng^to the dying groans, 
and witnessing the agonies of an expiring 
wretch, who, in risking his life for a 
triflmg reward, or a mere honorary gar- 
land, without Any other cause for hostility, 
eilbountered his antagonist and received 
death at his hand! 

We might, perhaps, be inclined to say, 
those were barbarous times : true, in this 
respect j but when will civilised times ex- 
ist? Do we not find, even in our Enlighten- 
ed and improved day, that Britons, whose 
name is iamous in every part of the globe 
for every quality that adorns and ennobles 
mankind, tolerate and encourage this in- 
human; barbarous practice ? How often do 
we hear of foolish men being carried life- 
less from the ring, even in Englgnd.We- 
fined-^nlightened England ! and hurried 
into the presence of arr awful God, who 
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catioat approve of such wicked proceed' 
ings, at a time slnd under circumst^inces 
ill suited to that sotemo event, to answer 
the alt-important question, *<how have 
you passed your life ?" But are those Bri« 
tons who encourage this practice— they 
who have supported and increased the glory 
of the British name by their more laudable 
achievements? No, surely. It may be 
said that amo?ig them are to be found no* 
blemen and gentlemen ; this, I am aware^ 
IS a melancholy fact : but, because they are 
men in the highest rank of society» and 
consequently termed by the n^ultitude 
nohle and greati it does not follow that they 
really deserve thpse appellations. Some, 
however, are Legtslators-~yes--->though to 
our great advantage very few are such.: 
but of what descripti(Ki are they ? They 
may, sometimes, fill a seat in Parliament, 
and give a vote ; but their thqughts are, to 
all appearance, so much engaged with 
prize-fights^ and other amusements of a 
similar nature, that they seldom turn upon 
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the affiura of the nation ; for we never hear 
of them having »id one wofd more than 
«aye/* or «n<H" for its benefit. They 
are amohg those whom Providence ha^ 
endowed lifoerally with worldly advantages, 
for the noble pur{)ose of administering to 
the comforts and.nerasstties of their fellow* 
creatures, and other laudable actidns ; but, 
oh; how they pervert them te-the worst 
uses ! to tlieir own destruction and infamy; 
aad those of their feHow-men I These are 
unworthy of the dignified, the honorable 
name of Britons ; a term that conveys the 
idea of every thing great, noble, ^nd man« 
ly : these are tWey who bring n sf igma up* 
on their countrymen^ and afibnd their 
enemies the satiafactibn of finding (me biot 
in their character. 

Saturd&y, 4tb— In the evening spoke a 
vesselfrom Liverpool, bound to Quebec^— 
ITie master informed us he h^d seen land 
the day befbre, and had been boarded by 
a boat from Louisburg, in Cape Breton.--* 
The name of Louisburg sounded with plea* 



Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



40 
sure to mjT ear, as with it w^ so bonoar- 
ably a^^&cikted that of the iminortal 
Wolfe, who there acquired well-deserved 
t^urels^^^there disjJayedhm exalted military 
talents*— his eapaci^ &r leading his troq» 
to trictorVt and his title to that confidence 
which his gratefol country afterwards* re-^ 
posed- in him. 

Sunday-^The ship was envek>ped in a 
thick fog, with a lig^ wind. In the morn«> 
htgf Captaii!i M* and I were walking the 
deck, when he ^tiddenly exclaimed ** hallo, 
what's this !'' and immediately to the helms* 
man, ** put the helm up!*' I looked and 
saw, as I supposed, an immense wat^r-^ 
spout in the fog^ hut> in a moment, ^sj't 
approached* it proved to be a vessd in full 
sail, bearing down upou us» about a minute's, 
sail off. The Ci^ain bailed her as loud 
as possible, aud succeeded in making him* 
self heard by tho6e on board, just in time to 
enable them to bear up, and. the two v^/sad^ 
passed each other so dose that a joian mighty 
have almost lei^ed from one p> the other. 
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'. Monday-^We were again Airrowkded by 
a very tliick fog, which now proved a for* 
midable inconvenience^ for we were certain 
of being very near landy but could not pos- 
sibly 8^ it* Lest we should approach too 
near, Capt» M. directed the beU to be con- 
stantly sounded, in order that the people 
on shMe (if there should be any) might 
have an c^portunity of apprisoig us of our 
situation. Even now, I thiidc, I hear the 
solemn sound addressing its warning voioe 
to the giddy^ and, I feaft unthinking throng 
4^ heanl it; : '' Most of you are at this 
moment in the vigour of li£^ in the enjoy- 
ment of health, and strength} and, while 
possessed of these, do yoii rest in security, 
aad suspect no dakger nigb ?. are you un*- 
mindful of the various peri!$ which, at this 
momam^ encompass yotl?. Ahi heedless, 
simple peopie^ it is my duty to infiirm you 
that, although you areaow apparently safe, 
a few, very few minutes, may make a se> 
mwi aiwful change. ; Why this sound ?— 
Do you forget that it is wiUi a view to avert, 
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if possible, danger tliat is apprehended ; 
and are yon certain it may not be your 
funeral dirge ? Not for an instant~>If the 
a;wful mandate should be issued from oa 
highi the swelUog tide that has borne you 
thus fiu- ttp(m its bosom, and theireacfaerous 
rocks ^ich it conceab, are ready, to obey, 
to dose^ this terrestrial scene upon you, and 
in a moment put an^en^ to all the pleasing 
prospecis. that i have. ' been, fondly. . pliq^ing 
before your ^es/' . . . : ^ 

'< Where are we now, do youit^iiak?'' 
said one of the passengers to BXHOhet.-^ 
'*The d—la know do Ifey know ^(dlnding 
to the Captain, If ate, &c. who: were all 
engaged » looking out for the land,) where 
we are/' *f By my stml it's long since Aey 
were that m^/* said a third. > 

Ite watchful Captain, always alert and 
at l^iis post in the time of emeqjffiAcy, took 
his stand at the bow, resolved not to leave 
It until he» should, see .the land or hear .die 
^bfftakers*. Although .many eyes were di- 
rected to tite place wheca we expected to 
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see it, his were the first to discern it, which 
he announced by the fearful, yet welcome 
cry, ** there* s the land — ^put the helm up !" 
The fog, just then, cleared away, and 
enabled us to obtain a view of the top of 
the great promontory Cape North, in Bre» 
ton Island,* about five minutes* sail from 
us, Hiere the kindness of ProvidenceVas 
manifested towards us in a high degree; 
for the fog was so thick, until that moment, 
thit we could not possibly have seen the 
land prefvi'ous to our being so near as not 
to be able to avoid it. The' fog cleared 
away from the lower part also, for a minute 
or two,.at)d remained only upon the middle 
of it At this time it had a grand and 
imposing appearance: its bold and lofty 
head, towerrrig above the clouds, imme- 
diaftdy over our heads, seemed the monarch 
of the ocean, and appeared to look down, 
with disdain, upon its foaming waves, 
which exhausted- their rage and fell, pow- 
erless, at its feet. It recalled, very for- 
cibly, to * my mind Goldsniith's beautiful 
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As some tall cliff that lifts its awfal form, 
Svrells firom the nde* and midway leares the storn^ : 
Though round ita hraast the gathering clends are spreadi 
Eternal anmhine settles on its head, 

. It is a most singulat fact that the vessel 
was sciarcely put about when the fog gai^ 
thefed again instantaneously^ and the lan4 
was lost to our view as suddenly as it had 
appeared ; so that we were just informed 
of our situation when (like the kind Angel» 
who, relieving Peter from prison, appeared 
for a few minutes, and upon placing hinsi 
out of danger Vanished fron(i his sight,) the 
mountain, after it h^d, by its appearing, 
warned us in time of our danger, aqd di- 
rected the course we should steer, as if 
too dignified to be gazed upon by our un- 
worthy eyes, wrapped its majestic form in 
its ,silvery mantle, and ; disappeared in a 
moment. 

About twelve o^clock the fog cleared 
atHty, when we were gratified with a full 
view of Cape North, Cape Str Laurent, 
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and tile codist oif Br^6^ Island, ifof a con- 
siderable distance. 

Nttie tMit those who have been at sea 
cftn fortk ztiy ideft of tike rSptiire i;?ith 
irbich these hati liie sight oif tluifd who 
hsve been absent iRr6m it £»r a Cdnsiderable 
timet buffeting aboiit ^pbh this trackless 
tepanse of ocean, qppbaed by opntrary 
%indSi pteiliaps idSstressiid by sea^sickness, 
^mheartenedhy a longprbtri^ted voyi^» 
stixiofns to see tlie piaee of lA^Jr des« 
tmatioh % in ft«ti ^ven though not sea» 
Mk^ yet heiMiiy sick qf^ sea. Then, 
the most inattentive observer of the beau* 
ties of natnre feasts his eyes with a sight 
of the la<ii'd» and can discover beauties in 
it which he neVer thott^t of before : t^en, 
is a desert a paradisic in hi« idea^ and the 
tiKM uninhabited mountaiub Cape Norths 
is discovered td hd an *' degant one^ with 
a fine Valley at its foot^'* and <^ such iteau^ 
nful trees r ^ Thank God !" e«claiitied 
one of the p^dsehget^ <* I liave seen )|pd 
hgain!*' •^God pixMpet yttu, Captaini' 
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cried another, ** you have brought us to a 
pretty country ; long life to you." 

When I considered the numerous perils 
we had been exposed to dpring a long pas- 
sage across the great ivestern ocean, and 
our safe arrival on this side of it, the sight 
of land was well calculated to inspire me 
with sentiments of gratitude to^ the great 
"Father of all," who, in his infinite mercy 
bad been so kind to me, in common with 
^the rest of the passengers and crew, in 
preserving us from the pfielancholy fate of 
piany of oiu* fellow-cr6atures, who, on the 
same voyage, the preceding year, became 
a prey to the devouring element, and were 
never heard of more. The ^ight of thi3 
\and, in particular, was well calculated to 
teach us a lesson of thankfulness, and 
cause our . hearts in rapture to exclaim, 
" praise God, from whom all blessings 
flow ;" for, two years before, it had prov- 
ed the scene of dreadful calamity to the 
cr^sof two vessels which, on their return 
to Europe, were driven on shore and 
dashed to pieces upon the rocks — those 
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Vciry rdcks thM ttiigbt hive pMVCid fequalTy 
fatil to US, '* had hot th« Lord been oh 
otif ^ide." 

Ai>otit t^6 i^elock W6 saw St. Paul'a 
tslaftd, situated in the eritrance into the 
Gulph of St Lawrence, and about midway 
between Newfouudlahd and Breton I^and. 

In the afternoon, I was very sorry to ob* 
serve the method that sdMe of the pAss^n- 
gers adopted to express their joy or grati- 
tude at the sight t>f (and : they got quite 
intoxicated, canie upon deckj and exhi- 
bited tlie wonderful change that ^irits are 
capable of effecting upon weak, fraH man» 
One had been a very decent man a short 
time before, but then how altered I Pre- 
viously he had held a ffesi^GtaMe rank 
among his fellow-men ; then« degraded to 
a level with the brute I his actions, words 
and gestures, how indecorous, how absurdi 
how unlike thoi» of the same man when 
sober! Tlie day before,, he assembled a 
part of the people upon deck, and, with* 
the greatest propriety and decohim, read 

prayers to them, and went over the Mora- 
s 9 



Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



48 

jng Service ; upon this oecasion, he was to 
be seen at the same jdace, but, ah^ in what 
an altered manner ! Thqse eyes that, yes- 
; terday, "vtrere soberly diifedted to the skies, 
apparently in devout and homble suppli- 
cation, now, wildly rolling, or stupidly 
blinkiog. were merely expressive of good- 
nature^ folly; and those limbs which, so 
lately, had bended reverently and, pes^ 
haps, jn the sincere intention of devotion, 
before his God^ now, as if ashamed of 
their ignominious burden, refuse their 
wanted office of bearing him on his way, 
and cast him, in rude prostration, before 
theypluptuousgod of wine: for, while his 
watch, went flying, . in dmnons and snA* 
.divisions^ into the scuppers on one side of 
the vessel, he himself, by a similar sort of 
movement, though, not without many an 
intervening stagger and stop, went plung- 
ing headlong into the other. 
And bringing themselves into this dis- 
• graceful state, I believe, is called by men 
enjoyment: destroying their constitutions^ 
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vftstiog thek substance, reducing them* 
selves and their families to poverty and 
disgrace, and rendering themselves odious 
in the sight of God, is enjoyment/ De- 
praved and wretched mortals ! how mistaken 
are you with respect to that principle—^ 
How unacquainted with what is truly so ! 
You are entire strangers to it-— you grasp 
at a very deformed shadow: and seem 
pleased, but albw the substance to escape. 
Well might the Spartans of old make their 
slaves drunk, and, during their riotous 
and disgraceful enjoyment^ exhibit them to 
their children, in order to create in them 
a horror and disgust at the abomi^^lfc 
vice } for surely, to a rational mind, tSe 
sight of a drunken man should be sufficient 
to deter its possessor from becoming so. 

But are the above-mentioned conse- 
quences of idebdety all that accrue from 
it ? by no means«--^Numerous and dreadful 
as they are, othersi of a still worse kind, 
frequently A^ow, in its train. How many 
iininnces have occurred of men who, un- 
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tApOAe ofs ttnd thereby brdUghi ifiem- 
selves to kti igdbminious, urititnely end, 
Wlid^ in their sober triotiient^i would have 
shuddered at the idea of them, aiid Cried, 
"farbeitftomirie!*^ 

On6i that once cahi(3 uiider itiy own o&- 
servatiotH mny not, perltaps^ be ttii^pllured 
hc^re, in of der to prove that this Is not a 
m^reidle chimera, a^ dream of ^^ imagi- 
nation. 

In my schooUboy days, while at Montreal, 
I was present at the triall of a soldier of the 
im^h re^m^nt, who had been guilty 6f 
murder. ^The piis(Snfer wis in the bloom 
of life; and nature^ hrfd promised hife, ih 
the gifts of health and vigouf, i tohg series^ 
of revolving years* How" did my young 
heart trefirfble, and how were toy syrtpA- 
thies awakenedy when i heiard it pt^ved ib 
evi^nce, that the r&sh, t\i€ tStt^ acti no 
less than stabbing, with his b^yor^t, his 
b\«rn cb«ir&de-^his assooiite^ And^ I ttifty 
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be allowed to add, even his bosom friend, 
had been committed upon the very Jlrst 
occasion on which this young, handsome, 
and preposessing soldier had beeti sur- 
prised by this awful, this sense-destroying 
vice, while in the regiment ; and, accord- 
ing to his own subsequent declaration, 
during his whole life ! In reply to the 
solemn question, " Can you give any rea^ 
son why sentence, of death should not be 
passed upon you ?" the prisoner handed a 
memorial to the judge, which, on being 
delivered to thd clerk of the court, was 
read aloud* It merely urged the circum« 
stance, in his opinion a very palliative dne^ 
of the deed having been perpetrated while 
be had been, for the very first time, the 
subject of. this odious, dangerous prac- 
tice; and hii^ uniformly good conduct, 
while in the regiment, to which testimony 
had been borne ; as a pleaTor a sufficient 
respite to enable him to receive an answer 
to a petition that he proposed forwarding to 
the then Prince Regent, prayinga.reprieve* 
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In ihe mind of the coart, hofKrever^ no 
ftnch lenity conld be exercised towards 
bim, eince not merely on^ but two^ crimes 
were involved in the Tevokii^ trsnsactioii 
•^dnm tomessi andy ift dtis ca86» its dresd* 
fill conc6mitant| imirder !-*^dpJB^ that 
cofnoUntg and animiittng companion of 
pooi^ weak ndQ, linider the adverse and 
trying cnreumstances to wbidi he is 8ub« 
subjected in this Ireary jpa^^riaiage^ now 
forsook Iiei' aiiy throli^ and left it, in 
qqiet possession, to «dark aad fell despain 

In ima^natiolii I could Conceive myisetf 
brought bsck to folrmer diys, that long 
gone bjff when the 8terh» yet weepii^i^ 
Manlius^ torn by eoAflictini^ feeling^ of 
paternal t6ia|kaBsion aad magistei^ial duty^ 
sat fuU before my view : and while the 
pearly teai* of pity stdod glistening in his 
eye, theil sty>lei 4il grief, away* I heard 
the veiierabie jui%e close his energetic iemd 
^mpathetic reply with that hea^emdesp 
sceaded, irk*iversible d$creeu^*^ WhoM 
aheddeth man^ blood* by mail shall htt 
blood be shed/' 
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But thr^ days more» axld the j6lljr brows 
of Ba^hus weror by this sacrifice at his 
dirine, adorned anew with the laurel 
wmith of vicTOiiT I 

Satordiiy^ 11th Jun^-^We were ofif Cape 
Chat| ia the River Su Lawi^em^e.: met 
elquten or twelve vesseb from Qu^c» 
homeward bpuiid., The wind was quite 
fair fqr tlietQ^ and/ their lofty masts, crowd- 
ed with: sirelliQg sails^ gave theoi a very 
grand and beautiful appearance. Tiieir 
crewsi no doubt, were elate with their 
good fortune^ and congratulated thetn- 
selvss upon the prospect they entertained 
of 50091 seeing their country, their familieiS* 
and friends: every thing* appeared, at the 
looment, to justify the expectation j but 
how foolish, how absurd, to build their 
hopes upon the inconstant winds !-^we had 
iww been taught the folly of iL At 'one 
time the masts may he crowded with can- 
vass, an4 the ship Riding triumphantly 
throqgh the «• ii?ateiy v^y;" the next 
half hour may find her divested of all the 
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ward in her direct course, in all the pomp 
of majesty, she may, dejected and forlorn, 
be wandering up and down, contending 
with adverse winds, and rude, howling 
waves, which, very unceremoniously, dash 
their '' angry foam and salt spray'' over 
her side, as if to shew their contempt and 
scorn for the very body thiat, but a short 
time before, they, appeared to feel delight 
in bearing in triumph upon their swelling 
bosom. And happy would it be for man- 
kind ; many a pang would they be spared, 
if this inconsistency were only to be found 
among the troubled waves of ocean : but 
how generally do we find men,:men poss^s- 
ed of reason and reflection, act the same un- 
natural part ! When * fortune amiles upon 
her favorites, and loads them with her be- 
nefits, how do they press round them ; 
and, with offers of kindness and professtOiis 
of friendship, court their acquaintance 
and society; but let the wheel take a 
'* etadtting sails. . ^ . . 
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lnDi or two in the opposite dilrectiOD, and 
these' sutBiner friends, like birds of pas<> 
sage, t^e thefir flight ;• and not content 
^ith. the acOttmidationf of sorrows which 
those experience who, but a t^ort time iie^ 
fore, ibey were happytoc^l) their friends, 
they vadd to the iioiober by their ^unkind 
deportin^til towards tbetn ; and, too fre- 
quently, by prOplB^ating unfa vooraible and 
malicious reports, deepen the wound 'tliat 
himoor and h»manfty would require them 
to use their (^de^vouiB to heal ! 

Tuesday— in fheofternoon we had near* 
!y reiiched Green Island ;^ and as no pilot 
had come 4n board, and ^e Captain did 
not wish to Venture any farther without 
one, he lay the ship to, fired a gun, and 
iioieited the usufat signaL In a' very few 
fdinu1i€» We observed a pilot-boati in full 
sail, leaving the shore and making for us. 
tffhe wibd was blowing from the vessel to 
the land, consequently the bcnat had a 
direfctly contrary witid ; and as the men 
appeared to 4>e scarce onboai'd, the Gapt* 

* 40 leagues below Qaebec 
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sent his boat with a few to the assistance 
of the pilot, who was found quite alone, 
in a large one, with four sails set In a 
short time he came along side the ship, to 
the great satisfaction of all on board ; and 
his presence appeared to diffuse confidence 
and contentment among the people, and 
to dispel all apprehension from their minds 
with respect to the remainder of the pas- 
sage. 

If, then, the appearance of a coarse, 
rough, weather-beaten Canadian was found 
capable of affording so much satisfaction, 
on account pf his knowledge of the rocks 
and shoals that lay in our way to our 
destined port ; and the acquisition of whom 
was of so much consequence as to induce 
us, in order to take him on board, to stop 
short during the existence of a very favour- 
able breeze, which, from having had a long 
passage, occasioned by contrary winds, we 
had learned to appreciate ; what must be 
the feelings of those who, after having 
been buffeted about and tossed upon the 
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raging billows of this world for a long 
time ; deficient, perhaps, of those spiritual 
resources whioh- alone are capable of af- 
fording consolation ; and destitute of the 
cheering prospect of a happy issue to all 
their toils and hardships ; when, from a 
conviction of their forlorn and desperate 
situation, and of their own incapacity to 
act any longer for themselves, they have 
recourse to that Saviour who, in pity to 
their situation, descended from the bliss- 
ful regions above, to relieve them from all 
their cares and feafs, and guide them in 
the way they should go. The instant his 
ever-watchful eye behplds the first sign 
their convicted minds display, of their 
want of, and desire for him, he flies to 
them on wings of love, and is soon with 
him. Then what joy, what inexpressible 
•delight, must be. diffused through their 
souls by the appearance of him who is all- 
powerful and most anxious to save; at the 
arrival of Jesus, " a man of singular 
beauty, surpassing the children of men ;'' 
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who i$ a iskilful pilat, and thoroughly ac- 
quainted with all the rocks and shoals that 
lie concealed in their way, under the dei- 
ceitful sprface, and whieh/ without hid 
guidance, would hurry them to inevitable, 
unspeakably dreadful, even eternal de> 
struction. Then do they look forward. 
WMth contentment, aild satisfaction to the 
remainder of their hithe<^to tempestuous 
voyage, contemplate the darlgers they are 
yet to be exposed: to with tompositre, con- 
soioua tlmt he is capable of conduetiAg 
them in saf(^y-to the havfrn where they 
would be. 

Loud roaring the btHows n6w nlgfa overwhelm, 
but skHfnl -8 the pi}ot'wb<i aits at the helm ; 

Hi»w]sdoi»9 bi»'poi7er, hflB faiibMne^ stand 
Engaged to eonduct them in safety, to land. 

In whatever light we consider this glo^ 
rkms Piloti how infinitely superior does he 
appear, when: compared with ah earthly 
one I The latter is a weak, iVail mort&t' 
like ourselves, and therefbre cannot ar- 
rive at perfection in his occupation j coti- 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



59 

sequently we are still liable to meet with 
accidents, and encounter difficulties, al- 
though we possess the advantage of his 
direction and advice: the form^er is not 
only perfect in the knowledge requisite to 
lead us clear of the rocks and quicksands 
that obstruct our way, but having the ele- 
ments at his command, can protect us from 
all the storms and tempests, and every 
other peril to which we may be exposed, in 
our dangerous voyage through the troubled 
sea of life. It is the duty and high in- 
terest of the one to use all his exertions 
and watchfulness to guide the ship safe 
into port : pure love, of the most disinte- 
TBSied nature, is the only stimulus to the 
other : many earthly pilots are necessary 
for one port, only one is requisite to that 
heavenly country : there can be but one, 
but he is all^ufficient, and capable of 
serving all who require his assistance, for 
•* there is no other name, under heaven, 
given among men, whereby we can ber 
saved,** •- 
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Wednesday-i*Saw a vessel ashope. as 
4Qreen Island. It was a netr^ one thistttfagid 
been built in Canada^ bad made o6e voy- 
age to J^ondon, and, on her return to 
Quebec, struck, and eould inot bie gi^c^t 
1^ All the rigging bad heen taken fnuh 
her, and nothing remained bxit the hull 
^afid lower toa^s* Her : head was tie^tt the 
river, the stern td^^rdsr the land, and she 
lay- there exposed to the violence of the 
boisterous winds and ragii^ waves: a 
striking example ^of : the un6ertaihty of alt 
things here b^ow, and a mekiucholy nBo* 
numeiit of fallen greatness. A short time 
before the accident, she rode majestically 
over the foaming biUows, and seemed to 
defy their rage ; her masts were decked 
with spreading canvas^ whicb, swelHog to 
the breeze, carried her, with the afwifhiess 
of s^ ea^e, through the watery element; 
the limits of her. progress were only those 
of ocean itself; afae was the siappbrt of her 
captain and crew; her owner h>oked to 
her for many of the comforts he ei\|oy^ 
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tind> she contributed to the convenience of 
the inhabitavits, in general^ of nations se- 
parated' at an immense distance by exten- 
sive seas. "But flow, see the change !'*~ 
I%e insolent waves, as if triutnpliing in 
her downfall, dash over her ill-fated head, 
which, by being turned towards them, 
^eems to indicate that- she can look with 
contempt on die insult offered her, which 
Iter helpless state obliges her to endure, 
asd prevents her from resenting. Her 
masts, divested of all their pompous 
cloilimg, stand bare, exposed to the rude, 
stormy blast; and her whole appearance 
indicative of her desolate situation, but 
bearing the marks of better times, now 
gone for ever. A short time ago she 
ranged, with freedom, the whole surface 
of the wide-extended ocean — now, con- 
fined to a small spot, the length of herself: 
the Captain and crew who, but very 
lately, looked upon her as their home, 
and were uneasy when from her, have de* 
serted her to return no more ; and the 
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owner who, but yesterday, as it were, con- 
sidered himself master of a possesisipn, 
and, pleased with his good fortune, formed 
plabs for his aggrandizement, and amused 
himself with glittering prospects of future 
greatness and enjoyment, now finds all 
those prospects blasted in a moment, his 
arrangements and plans mere " castles in 
the air,*' and, perhaps, his late ship npw 
a melancholy emblem, on a distant shore, 
of his own fallen condition ! How forciWy 
does the sight of this unfortunate vessel 
recall to mind the situation of the great 
Darius in his misfortunes : — 

Fall'n, fairn, fallen, fall'n, 
FalFn from his high estate-— 
Deserted at his utmost need 
By those his former boanty fed. 

And also that of a greater than 
Darius, in our own day, who, from ob- ' 
scure origin, became sovereign of a mighty 
nation, and gave kings to others ; who 
overran the greater part of. Europe 
with his armies ; to whom thousands 
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looked up for protection and support; 
at last, in an inauspicious momentj 
had the mortification to see an end put 
to all his schemes; his greatness and 
glory wrecked on the rocks of fkte, and 
he himself who had had' whole kingdom 
at his coifimantl^ reduced to a state in 
vhich he could not call one spot' on earth 
his own ; and even obliged to subtnit to 
the privation of his personal liberty, fixed 
to a small rock in the midst of the seai 
ftoih which he could not extricate himself; 
where his ears, that had^ for many years, de^ 
lighted in scarcely any other sounds than 
the louci cannon's roar and the diti of 
war, were oiily soothed with the hoarse^ 
unvaried^ hollow moan of " St. Helen'is 
wave !*' 

As we sailed lip the river SI. Lawrence 
We were exceedihgly pleased with the ap*- 
pearabce of the cduntry on each side.— 
The isknds and shore, in many places 
tovered with trees down to the edge of 
thewa^r; the neat white hdus^sof the 
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inhabitantsi seated in clusters, or singly, 
on the plains, which were bounded by tbe 
woods ; and the handsome little churches, 
with tin-covered roofs and spire* glittering 
in the sunbeams, conveyed at once an 
i4ea of comfort, prosperity and peace i 
and made a very favourable impression on 
the. minds of the passengers, at this time 
big with anxiety aqd hope respecting 
their future destinies, with regard to the 
country. 

. Friday— -Went ashore at a small place 
called "La Petite Anse.*'— The latter 
word signifies creek or bay ; and this " lit> 
tie creek/' stretching a considerable way 
into the land, ;ind washing a beautiful 
valley, is yearly altogether concealed from 
the observation of the stranger passing up 
and down the river, by a long narrow 
island* cov^ered with wood, lying across it^ 
entrance. It would be vain to attempt a 
description of my sensations while ap- 
proaching the shore, as thQ various beau* 
ties of tbe scene opened, hy 4^grei^, up- 
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on tny sight. From the ship we could 
merely discover one or two cottages, sur-> 
rounded by a few fields; but when, ott 
passing the end of the island alluded to, 
and changing our coarse, we sailed into 
the bay, the prospect improved to an ua- 
expected and gratifying extent. 

A long vale, broad next the water, and 
narrowing to a point at the opposite end ; 
apparently in a high state of cultivation ; 
neatly and regularly fenced off in large 
oblong fields; and diversified with nu« 
merous farm houses, white, comfortable, 
and commodious, with suitable offices, &c*, 
the whole enclosed by a ridge of high bills 
on either side, thickly covered with trees 
of various kinds and sizes, and seeming to 
exclude this little colony from all inter- 
course with the rest of the world, present- 
ed itself to our admiring and enraptured 
eyes. 

The weather was calm and delightful : 
the sun shone resplendent on ** wood and 
mead,^j0 and shed a peaceful lustre on the 
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durrouncling sceii^ry; mi$ aa if determin-^ 
e4 to inippofs us with high ideas frf this 
western world, -on our first arrival oo its 
sihores, by beaming his brightest rays upon 
the verd<aot landscapef aod clothing it in 
its richest attire, app^red anxious to iet 
off its rural charais to the best advantage* 
We landfid at a coQsiderable^distaiice ttom 
the hoa$esi find m the tiide was ebbing, the 
Captniu deaired one: of tlie men^ ^.pi^sei]^ 
ger» toauijhorthe boat, a v^ry large one, 
b^longing to the pil(4> a ^short di^Qce frCrm 
t^ebeachj and reoiain m it uo^til ou^ re- 
tuTRf iQiOrder'tP keep it afloat. He^ ac- 
coardingly, shoved tfie boat off, aqds wheq 
at a isuSoieiK diatance, threw jthe.anchor 
oyer board, but in tha true spirit of , his 
countrymen, ^^a/ to.aUMh the cadk ioM 

We had scarcely got ^q the Btrand when 
we observed a Canadian countryman coin* 
iflg towards us, from a amaU wood, a short 
distance from the h«ach : he had a faatcbet 
in his hand* which, with his ionne0'wge^ 
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w red cap, and costume peculiar to the 
cottBtry, gave him a singular and rather 
formidable appearance in (he eyes of the 
passengers. '< Hallo!'' said oneoftherai 
who first noticed him, ** what the d — I 
kind of a fellow is this coming ?" " Oh !" 
said another, *^ I suppose it's one of the 
wild fellows out of the woods, look at his 
hatchet i" As be approached with a hasty 
step, they actually supposed he was coming 
with some hostile intention, and were quite 
afraid of him. <* Faith Til take up a 
stone !'* cried one of them, stooping down 
and lifting one. '* And by my sowl so will 
I," said another. I felt quite ashamed of 
their conduct, and went forward to meet 
the man, while they remained, at a very 
respectful distance, behind. When I ac- 
costed bira with a •* bonjour^ Monsieur ^^^ 
be very courteously took off his cap and 
returned the salute, which satisfied the 
people that he was ;iot what they took him 
to be : they therefore soon dropped the 
4Btones they bad lifted, and crowded round 

\ a ■ 



y Google 



68 

him, with open moqth and wondeitng eye. 
••What's thM he says, do you thihk?*' 
asked one, as the Canadian spoke French. 
••Faith that's quare talk,'' said another, 
«*why that's as bad as Irish." 

The man had seen us from the v^ood, 
where he had been felHng timber, and 
judging the nature of our errand, hastened 
to the shore for the purpose of taking us 
to the houses of his friends* 

On our way thither, we were conducted 
a^ong the sides of fields of wheat, barley, 
&c., which, although covered with snow, 
several feet deep, in May, were now green 
and flourishing : such is the rapid progress 
of vegetation in this country. Rowers of 
various sorts, mingling with long luxu- 
riant herbage, sprang up in vernal bloom, 
to cheer and deck our path } and grazing 
flocks and herds, observing our approach, 
forbore their feast awhile, to view us with 
amaze. 

Whether it was owing to our having been 
absent from any land, for so long a^period 
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as had elapsed »Ui9e the last time we bad 
trodden on terra^ma^ or to the real, local 
attnictioQs of the plaxse^ I shall not ven- 
ture to determine ; but» certainly, upon 
landing at this charnntng spot, I felt that if 
I were an emigrant, I could^ circumstances 
permitting, have halted here-~I could 
have been satisfied with this enchanting 
abodes and have taken up my residence in 
iW careless of seeking a better**^ 

For I satd, if there's peace to be fpimd in thin world, 
A heart th»t is bnmble might hope for it here,— - 

To me it seemed one of the approaches to, 
OT outskirts of Elysium: all was tranquil- 
lity and peace : the bustle and turmoil—- 
the envying and strife— the buzz of com- 
merce and thei senseless rattle of pleasure, 
that had annoyed my eyes, stunned my 
ears, and sickened my heart at the last 
place I had left, here seemed excluded 
and unknown. Man appeared in his ori- 
ginal, natural state; at peace with his 
brother J at ease with himself; satisfied 
with his present, and entertaining a good 
hope with respect to his future state. 
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We went into several of the houses for 
the purpose of procuring some fresh pro- 
visions; — here, every thing afforded us 
great satisfaction, being strictly consistent 
with the exterior. The houses were con- 
structed of square logs of timber, the in* 
terstices calked with oakum, and the in- 
terior cased with boards. All was plain 
and simple, but admirably clean, and con- 
formable withthe inmates : and whatever 
was indispensably requisite to comfort and 
convenience, abounded. 

In consequence of the heat of the wea- 
ther, the men wore uo other upper gar- 
ment than a shirt ; and the women were 
satisfied with a petticoat, (entirely of 
their own manufacture), having a sort of 
small body; their arms and necks being 
bare. 

We were received and entertained very 
kindly by the inhabitants ; and regaled our- 
selves, for some time, with bread, butter, 
milk, &c. The bread, indeed, was made ot 
barley, in large loaves, which appears ta 
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be the kiad generally luied by tbo Canadian 
peasantry ; and, under other circumstanoesi 
imght not^ perhaps, have pleased our 
palates altogether } bat its form and ap- 
pearance^i iivith the idea of being a ehange 
from the hard biscuit> rendered it highly 
acceptable upon this occasion. Having 
provided a necessary supply of these ar* 
ticles to take on boards we left this pleat* 
ing settlement, and returned to the vessel. 
Friday^ 17th June— *We arrived off Point 
Levy ; jk point of land on the opposite side 
of the harbour from Quebec] and anchorb> 
ed a short distance below it, near the large 
timber shipi which was built on the Isle of 
Orleans^ and# at this time^ just ready for 
launching. The Captain and I went uyp 
to Quebec in theship'a boat} and a& we 
proceeded along the shore, on the Point 
Levy side, we aaw a number of Indiana^ 
sqoawf and cbtldren, with theijr wigwams 
er huta* .YaHoua and amusing were the 
exclamattoasi of tbe pa^engerd, who were 
rowii^^ at their siriguUr and novel ap- 
pearance. 

o 3 
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it IS wonderful and instructive to con- 
template the varieties of the huinan race. 
What a * wide and varied difference exists 
among them : only generally alike m 
their beginning and end! How are we 
amazed and bewildered when we consider, 
that although all the millions of human 
beings that come into the world are Itom 
alike, that is, destitute of any innate idea 
which might cause a distinction among 
them, yet that from eddcation, and other 
circumstances, such a vast diversity ex* 
ists among them when they arrive at ma^ 
turity. 

The aborijgtnes of the four great divi- 
sions of the earth vary very materially in 
person, dress, manners, customs, empldy- 
ments, amiiaemehts, governinent, &c. : the 
several nations ahd^kingdd^ms in eadi of 
those divisions disfilay, in many ' things^ 
great dissimilitude: the provinces of a 
kindom have their peculiarities : the seve^ 
ral classes in one city are distinguished by 
their appearance, dress, manners and 
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habits; and even in one family wheret 
from the edacation» &c. being exactly the 
same» we might expect to find its. mem- 
bers resemble each other in everything, 
how often do we find a great diversity of 
taste, sentiment, appearance, manners and 
habits. 

H#w strange woald a man of wealth 
and fashion feel, who has been brought up 
with all the care and attention that is usual 
among those in his sphere in life ; who 
has been accustomed to all the pleasurest 
ease, and comforts that affluence and hixury 
can bestow ; if he were to be suddenly 
placed in an American Indian wigwam, 
half naked, and exposed to the inclemai* 
<ies of the weather which these people 
endure : so great a change in circumstan- 
ces would make as great upon himself. 
His body, delicately formed, and unac^ 
customed to its new situation, could not 
endure hardship, &tigue and hunger: not 
acquainted witii the rude arts that wotild 
be necessaiy to procure food, he wotild 



Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



7* 
pot be able to obtain it : U>e pooc, irUs^rar 
ble w^gwmn would be but e mem aod 
cocEifortI)e^ aohstitute for bit ferq^r Itabt* 
tatioti : in short,, he would sulk ttmier the 
jtecumuiation of his miaeriesi and cxxne to 
an untimely grave. Whereaa the indiant 
inured to this manner of life from his in« 
fancy, and expert in the arts of busting, 
fiihlng, shooting; icc^ is acti^, strong 
and vigorous j and ao far from feeling any 
inconvenience from, he deiigfats in it; 
and would, perliaps^ prefer his forests and 
lakes to all the allurements of the town* 

On the other hand, place him as sad> 
denly ifi the situation of the fofmer, and 
as great a< coiitifast wiH be observed.*^ 
The trandtion might not, indeed, be eqtiab* 
}y fata), but his comfort^ for a cotih 
siderable time, would be paralized.-««A 
stranger to every thing relative ta Ms 
new situation, he woitFd beat a loss, upsKn 
alt occa9ions, how toaiet ; %he oonveossAioai 
of those around him, from his. ig^noranioe 
of the suligects, and want o^ c»kicatioil» 
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would be uhinteHigible to him: only ac« 
quainted with the rude arts of the forest, 
he would be destitute of the means of em* 
ploying or amusing himself : his limbs, ac* 
customed to be free, and unembarrasscfd 
with clothing, would find a most unplea- 
sant restraint in the court dress : having 
been bred in a state of nature, without any 
cultivation, the little restrictions that po- 
liteness and good breeding impose, would 
prove intolerable burdens j in short, he 
would feel himself far froni being happy; 
and he would sigh for his forests, his wig- 
warn and his liberty. 

From these considerations we may learn 
the goodness of Providence, and the per- 
fection of his works : that, although he 
may seem to deal very harshly with some 
of his creatures, by withholding from them 
many supposed advantages and benefits, 
^hile he bestows them profusely upon 
others, yet that it is in appearance only ; 
for he amply compensates them for the 
want, by saitiog them to their situations 
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and circumstftneas m iiffe. And as the. 
baubles and glittering toys of the woffld 
can only be enjoyed by those who are ac* 
quainted with their nature and vise% thos^ 
who are ignocajnt of them cannot be aatd to 
be destitute of enjoymtnt* while theypos*r 
s«9s otber satisfactions at)d pleasures^ pe** 
culiar to tKemselves^ which completely 
supply their places Pleasure is, in a great 
riieasurei in idea ; for it fifeque^tly occurs 
thatwhataffords^tisfaefcioato one person^ 
causes disgueft: in anotl^er;; nay so weak» 
so fi^i) is ^ our fklleit n^tiirc^ titat the ^irj/ 
thing which, under sofiue CJrcUitil^taneefiw 
affords a coosiderable degree pf pleaBare» 
is fouod, under oth^t^ to yield, to* the 
satne. individual, a» great a proportion of 
pain ! therefore^ reflection and observation* 
teach us, that Providence dispenses his 
favours wHh an equal hand to all his crmt^. 
turesi and leaves It to thenaselves to mike 
thofloselvea happy or otbetwi^er wit^ j^em^ 
which is further evidettt from the circum* 
itanc^ tbat do ftituatidn of eondition J« 
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Ufis, however mean and conifeoapttUe k 
may be, excludes pleasure from the human 
breast ; while no human [being, however 
great, powerful or affluent, is beyond the 
reach of real pain and sorrow. 

To tach hu vuffenngB, <di are «ieii) 

The eertainty of this assertion being 
correct, brings to view the absardity, 
which too many people in the world are 
guilty of, in making large sacrifices* of con- 
science, peace, ease, &c., for the acqui- 
sition of a portion cf those worldly vani- 
tks which promise hapjMoeBs, but, when 
possessed, are found incapd)le of bestow- 
i^ it. It would be tedious and auperfluous 
to notice the various cases these are made 
iti, as every day brings them under the ob- 
servation of every person acquainted wifii 
mankind. I shall, thereibre, ooniine my- 
self to a rmnark or two upon one, which 
sHPpears to me to be <me of the mpst lasting, 
psrh«^s not the l^^t sinful, and that gene- 
ndly brings with it itsownrew^rd^ yist. that 



Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



78 
of sacrificiBg themselves in mairimor^, cots 
trary to the loud remonstrances of the 
hearty of wisdom, and of virtue. 

They go to the sacred altar, and there, 
with quiverii^ lips and a reproving can- 
science, make a solemn vow before the 
Great, the Living God, ** ta love and to 
cherish,'* which they know at tlie time 
they can never perform ; for the heart is 
crying aloud at the instant, *' impossible, 
impossible 1" If it be a female, she sur- 
renders her youth, her beauty, her loveli- 
ness, to the loathsome embrace of the man 
she hates : perhaps she resigns a large 
j$hare of personal and mental accom- 
plishments and attainments to a person 
who is incap£d>le of appreciating them, 
thereby placing herself in the situation of 
the peat's flower,, which 

<< Wastes its sweetness on the desert air ;" 

tnerely because he has a little of this 
world's good; although it is of such an 
uncertain nature that he may be depri^ved 
<of all in a very short time. And if it 
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^ould ^please God to sfiatchit avajr^ as a 
trifling reoompn^e for the insult o&ced 
bim at the marriage : o^emony ; which 
•frequently faia^ebs, ^and many instances 
have come under my own observation; 
tken what 'must be the feeliiigs of those 
who have sacaificid 'themselves and their 
'best iateresta in this HfH to a sordid thirst 
for the perishing trifles: wbkh. they - made 
their dbief good^iaiid tix priQtiipal ofcgect 
bftii^r desire; .'TheGordiaii knot i$:tied : 
the caiisie iof it: being so no longier exists : 
they 'must 'hide from ihe ^orld which« 
when the. great attrsctimL ceasds; treats 
them with the indifference iand ; ^onteAipt 
usual: in *^h casek ( an4 in this . iilate of 
seclbsfeoo, whin destitute * of most 0lher 
comforts»v they> have not eren that; pf a 
.partflber> in. whosle qor^genij^ .aA(| sympa- 
thetic bottom tb^: could uiitorden< their 
aorimmi^:oi(,fty9m whoae spoth 
sible cafl^«r^(^ th?y might derive soii^e 
allevi^O^ tp:feh©ir<gfMi h^ti o|i tjl|e qpa- 
t'arj^ AVi?n\;tfcWght of tj^ adds to the 
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braidings ensue,; and tfai^.lAmeot^ ^ith 
teacs^ the :roiskaken policy .cif noting e^A- 
trary to.: thejdtctates .of J^ibek h«iditte J(r9lQ 
prudential motives«; . 

Even iifiaj^n this. ]reVeca& ofi .;£»rti&ike 

does fua oo^uF^ do !. those, rhshaht '<^ 

whichi their hearts, wece set^ affimltbem 

the- .enjoymest 'they. Jiopedi &fr fxam 

th^pi? If, . ffoai .theii; sp^nd&d; jCM9- 

•metitj theff take a view of thsic.elegftntly 

impnoyed j^^uiids, which; pr obably> extead 

ja^:fM is 'the «ye can: reach : ifinafeuias 

and &rt hajvexombincdto i^end^fLlte socfoe 

delightftil hxA enohantih^ do ^the^.'sariiey 

it with pl^asiire^ ^qd. inwardly teatclaaii 

with rapture^ <* ho^ irub^ihdjpfpy.wsk I^.mU 

t/iis h min&P^ L^t-the^ efperimce^^, a 

QV£EK ainswear. We«Ba(d^o^lAia-iate4^eM), 

upon ohe ^dasioRr whHd - at hwcifabber!s, 

-ip?hen reading Pope^fi^^b^iltttiAil^eMviptittQ 

of Windsor Forest, .(lltHtosoppoMug aiOihe 

-time that she wioiMd^Aa ^ay^ pMkisk»^'ik^f 

that sie eieaiimed,- ♦! *«ii|^:^^ 

commands such a forest/ ftajfipiy Caroline, 
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€fm{d^e4fiftivBn/^^^^ pronotioct 
ing!tiw|mDBes9or tiiappybt tnfde^ m if'Chd 
^oee itaid^^diiimdetit of ei^ery. othw 
C0 it ttkldiaii Q» iiforertta(rfl>Ik of tn^hkiog htv 
m. r S1imeriJMri^aqi^o{l6md>hbr^(^ 
11m ddmiDtiii. After %8ht: had aciMlty ^fera 
}t»«id' IiedieIfi;fth4/ri$ristfoi Jti p!p9s!^9MF« 
aid Bke tlim?MMiiitfi^ ;t9t c^itfi^r that 
qMbet iii^f^gH?: /<<Al<»!?f ^:ce«f^Wdf 
<* Iriow .ignonurt' inl»*l! f^: ^wbtt van t^ ^<>q^ 
fliitotid my hbjipiiie^si . ! I Imve nea' Wind* 
sor» and ^/l no pleasure^^I have wapder* 
edf'hi bar:':lbcttita^MiandrrWA» !«iSv^t/p let'^ry 

iDtify e9t{>afiiMoe fixhiliite ,ibe' ]^ne^ 
fidl efiMietf ofiiUiis/iiiiBhttinl prbdiee.*- 
Ift : ^onte musifc wtem; virtue' iiaaL mot; such 
a Airdiig <hoMi nf tii^:imind:ms it should 
faivb, Qftekmclndy ' 'indeed /arfar !tbe eon* 
sequences ; her demands ard ^iatgatten 

t'Mrrtmd liilMMie ure- bitooght^ i^dri whole 
^JMffiiiite^ 46^> :^^ohe >nuRnenV8 guilty plea^ 
inm^"^ '\Anci<i^^ tHin?6 viitite holds sim 
preme control, it is evident sorrow and 
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regret^ar^ not exdird^d;- The psrtieipro* 
bably consider iliie.iimhrmgecereadnjr^ 
memrnat^ qf]/Qrm^iB;RdJ peiftaps; vnw^ 
dream of the ji^bt : in which Oodivitms 
thefar conduct ia that {mrttoiikr, » : hut it . ts 
anini^itution ^f hit bwn ikjIpointoieQit ; not 
merely as a civil' bond, but aiia-a.inaial 
and spiritual one ; whereby they are tmited 
in hh presence, 'and 4n ^cotifbrapity to his 
wilt/ and coh«fequefidy becMiaoamemUe^ 
lidt o6Iy t0 h^maii laws, buf^fadsovto the?At> 
t^inef.--^^' "''•^^' I— '''• • • A V. , . . r ,-.,. 
' ^ On ^dntentt^ iipob::tfae^ 'nsandage! static 
they promise, on oath, tb \|iei^Ebrm)«erMie 
.tionditioits, ^fihbut whieh^^he coaGeSa^ 
eanii6t>i30 bompletely>fiUfiII^}:a»d th^ 
are aware folff^tbis /at: 'ijt« ^nKunenb^ithey 
know they arfe fiinafaW to |ieiiSMi ^ i^ek 
*vows,' yet tl^froakeithirhi^'caml>tak€^ Gini 

to WttneSiS i ' : •.',:,'. .!* iv*! jr_.:> -' 

- Wa^ TtoM lin ieart^j kibg/think of 
one of; hift / snt^eeta ! wiho fdMiiild I xeq^kmt 
-ffotidp <>iBce H3f ^him, :aBd<^x«hoiiAioMldiQMi- 
4ent io Imabe: affida-^Ht !of/h&.}i^illif%iwaa 
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tni deteraiiiiailipa. ' ta<|lecfimni -.tMt taninA 
dMMaiiJsqnMiio^tlieihMlividqAl holding 
liwiiciiBnM'vitiuhrt .iriuch^couU aptiob* 
tM» it(. Ithftoy ;«t UifriflMDlartiai^ iUeiking 
•)l(ilU4'Jb«l6 iwfwon •tO'kiioi«r» ^w/jthxextuth 

iiKa|»iU»!^iiiUUiJig>Mam:eie(ar aom of 
tboM|idulMa-; f«tf:;of : vhidi'.'lpe osdeauily 

pom<.tbtkt^<^gcii»iiKiag df oiKiogSi : iwho/is 
pdrfMt;Hp»: IkUiWMdtim: todiDk(Knrle<%je, (is 
iii9«iieM« ^f>theioo«M}i)9it^tbr;^«W[ ^|^on 

ja«t4MI)l»obita ?: ^;;M«ui}ljr! jn^-mii«»)Stt^ 
l^iMlve^'t^ I|«iiiinff(b0«^n«t)in9m>il^l$f tQ 
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If ffitat&e sflaTO4:i*(»rtb«y''M^ Mai* 

BioRS prior .to Ak svebt^ . whiti mimt^ ifoll^w; 
/LRjirMtving • i-dmOaiidy %iv6ii' theiff i god^ 
8eiitii«ii4 tbe fi^y hi^igowppmAUld^ does 
tftei^mtmipatioii) ofidtidMrniiretiietti ? Whaii 
it oKaowsitoithoirmiM-^does' tb6 faMf t^^ 
at tlieithoii^tr. il$ ife >fiU«d cirHb^vaptone 
and: delight, i and Qbbsist^llltnwt de^mve^iis 
pcsaiesM of pati^nea!to waittiie iarriva^ of 
tbe ea|;eri}^daiiredrday'? . 'Is: tliat:da3^cii», 
patiently Jonged^ fpii/iaikd area^' tfabUand 
cbmpl'aibta>63^iibe<i in tUeimif^ aj^ilMitfaq 
tfir4y pr(^6is6ftifileM>cid8 4t, at li^g^; 
dawn, jx^idiiuhuwalj *iiDparallel^d^>lastre 9 
and do teddtifsy ad^ iCdinpkte jcijl tdkb ekit^ 
p^ss68a^<»f th<0ir heaAs^ aadpiAtiiMibt^ 'i. 
£^ar, ita^; I Aftr cditaifif»'th^^^«H»>lto the 
cas(s J tot, <>n tli(« >cmit ^^tf iliejt 
i#e r^ltide^ iof ii trbiHb'i^^tfbabl)^ as 
seldom as possibl^r^^'^S^^^^^^i^^*^^ 
da¥ts%{¥h electric t^litfc%tjt^mheir Whole 

8liM<>J[^«lie^Br«asH «^el« j^J «W)tf»i)i6l%bt 
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dould re^ H^feBniiillit tbi9 4«ne; and 
they look fin-waid, vrildiainn^^siMl dislike, 
to the mom^ttt that tkudd' crown their 
happiness and l6ave tbem 'no'niare to 
ynuhi What da all ithAsq.^iogs pQiMge ? 
Iktdhfty Iky lto>(th^ititnd; **At*nHit^.f9<id 
^JiBa^iff.Abt:^o»u.9aliiiyt9t tbonsitndf 
^itlaKl-oad>-in«eai!«li:.of-il^>.f -■ 

Tbe haKt from plearara to li^ade, . . : , 
To join the gentle to the hide. ' ' 

\^^alth ctftaiiily cdhttibiitifi/ in a very 
great degrde; td the coMro'rt aiid ha^pitie^ 
of people in this world ; but when [ii is 
not co^i^ne'd li^ttn the iiecessary accbin. 
pammebt^l!l^is%Jitia-thc^^ablW'6f'ilsi^nt 
to'iffW^l'^he SaWtfactibn' whiiA'is '6xp'e^^^^ 
Mfar a • '• ^d, ther^lhfti, ^Iflce ekqulsit'i 
d^^i^' p&eed 'before ' thW' -diselsed^ sit(^ 
iriiicfc'tlktltialHfei^ fdWa '-or4*tt^ 'icnid, it 
TJiii8t«i'4^!ea«>b^aflb«l^'^ai4hi •• '• ' 

Bat never cm be bleet. 
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<>} ssni.-.T^'-^^iff'W^MfT?!*- .••):';;•:-: 
"i ^Wfven H>e ^ ^bt' -MoUntt : BMitt [Levy*, riahd 

fbtift^moifteMC'iufxitt-tteist^ik-iiay 'dii4>i3^ak 
passage of neairfy '«igbe'«re0foF«e-iMid fvai) 
to reach it,<'«titi'th(if''ni«HWOU9'i9aBgers we 
had esciapecT ; • the wor'As <if ' General 
Wolfe recurred ,, very . appropriately to the 
WP^ ?: !* Tjhe 'pjf^.;p^;9i^^j)ej5.;the ^p^^ 

ij^poed r^,pl^u5^,-^l^«5ft f »t^i«WM* 

and. .?8rJt!<S|J)9fffiCTMg*(J<?JK?!^i'>.:rl!-^f? 

a degree of inw^4,M^ti|^til9P:^ delight, 

as if I had been,«{i^<Aofaii^«itokI friend. 

On our i^ttchi^to't^'velsise^' "^ landed 
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whiefe tl^e lai^e timber; ^ip was, on the 

stockv ^^ W^9Q bo^rd: a^upeodous 

and. iRroB^^n^ isfcuctni^i ^0 .feet loog, 

and of cofresp^n^iqg dipoeiisioiia in other 

refigtfCte. ^J^ adn^icable q^cimen of hu« 

ipw ipg^u^x,^ apd ,of; ;the .power of man 

oyfr..lJt^.9]^^jr, w^ of 'creation^ when 

ft^sted h^. die .direction 9f Providence, 

und^ thoititle of inventive genius. 

, The mind is fi^^ with wonjoier «iid plea* 

suri^ when it contemplates tl^e wi?do{n and 

^ofljsnes&o^^ tji^ Creator, 19 .^ro,y|dinf for 

the '^^omppda^yn^ of , bis, yap/pi^is crea^ 

fj^ l^n l^e^esjrtj^*;, but - wpr.e especially 

wbejQ hp p^^rv.^^ 1|p how great ^^ extent 

m^nsqf^jfs to ; have/, been his ^equliaf' 

car? J sing^f :i9V htis conyeniencei aU the 

otl}er,.pr<9f}i|Qtipn3 ;0^ the, parti? sfsem- to 

have ^l^on , more, or ' less- designei^» fron) 

Uieirunifiqg, to supply hi^ Vant^, gratify 

)^\^^^ie^v^ htfm cpn^or^ ai)^ 

era6ymcnt.~F^pd , is tlie /ifst gfapd.and 

iQdispiensable^ requisite of m^n; on ^which 

aii8..p^ist^c^.d^pj5ridsv; JKpr the anppfy 

of this wheat,^ barley, Tye, oats, &c., 
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urn ektefiJir<His 9^ii^ 'tii'''s6 i i m m ''t m U 

fcik^dfth6'«yid;'4rie¥b^fiPof^e'ffli^^(! 
iU'i^ of the 'w^; } ' irfrf hfM^tm^4ti. 
i-fous mefhddk of 'pf'e'iiaHri^ fH^itt^^r 't/S»; 

'' jUtink {ym (^6it J/iri<iij>ar^tfyaiia to 

iiinpii stVeafe^'in' g^festt 'afetlliii^^ce. — 
^itf^l'ffkegVM,, 'sib: >'^tfiirfe' «hd 'piire 
Vh"}tk%!i^,aiili p'^yre^ly adiq5iitfe't<i-^4l». 

i^'Afe iieb^kfty fe Wailire V bu't'ftiabMte 

,.•>•.•. ,• ;;■,) ,• • •; ,7.. ;,,; / -.', v ; ' • ! 



Digitized by VjOOQIC 



ing iUe $^e;gii^i^^i 3f# ^Jl^m9^\9 
t» tfrfl e»«.a»4.tas^e.: .^c.U,sktopcejpii* 

t)Mi.^y#t sifl4|^lAt§»: i)f)li;.i)}ffv. «69^1ulv9)!ff 

fmjQ*hw«}.Jf ;h«)./V^M IcflJHiRfi *«.Hfei.it 
foolish, nay, wicked maii,.j^S!WjVteited«^ 
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that emaciate hfS' frame, discompose hii 

tnind» incapacitate Kim from attending to 

Ills neceitoary'affidrs, <iEind eveil threaten 

his Iife«tlMlf« kind natQi^,^'iii tiotthprnnion 

to his isitoalicm,' and apparentfy- sehi^le of 

having conCtibutedi' in a greatf- measure, 

though ^ry iiniritentionftlljr/ to Ms c^la- 

"mity, 'sj^riBwJs-before Mm, in grl^at^ aban- 

'dance^^ ' herbs, and - iflowere of var&^s kinds 

a6a4iildlti^,'lwhKih';^tfbtaiif balfn for aH 

bW if^dtiffdsr^ Thii h^fing jdiceslof m^ny 

•of ^ these ke kflfi %een flight ^^ettntthnd 

use ; ^hd. by ^o'iriitteir a^' unpalatable 

flavour given to«tbei^i ^ei'y unlike that 

'of those ttit^ded for fodd) he Js entreated 

•and warned tio'^aVdid reqiiiriilig t^ u^ of 

them in futurfe.*- ^^ ' • ' ;f- t 

^1^ CWthing is '^anoih^rt nifdfspenskMe te- 

4msite to ^ mankind.' ' 1%^ afg libil&datMi- 

Jy provided with a part of tt^^ih the ftto- 

'^ani'wbi;^ afte^ li vfill^ty^tff i^geitious 

and c6MpttcM^^proi3eiKH^3^4«%)pli«^ tlttfti 

with that*most usefbf aKi^H > HH««i» witldi 

a£[<Mrds ft t^y^ltjaaaM i«li6r%itnieflt^ n8^ 
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The cottbn^ree rappHes articleft of a Ber« 
vieeibleand ornamental ' kind : the wool 
cf the ^eep aifords leiegant and comfor* 
table outside ge^vmmts, stockings, &c. 
The beaver cootribut«8 to. the < stock by 
fttrnisbing hats of the. finest description ; 
and the poor little sMk^worm perfiMrms her 
wonderful and ingenious operations fortheir 
a^ponnnodation, in order tQ provide, inaddi^ 
tiot) to 'the other wearing apparel, the most 
sumptuoudaiid gorgeous habits. The patient 
ox, att^r spending his life in hardlabourfor 
Us master, and the useful cow, after living 
for her owner's cornet and convenience, 
t(%etber with the calf, &c., are not only 
seryicqable to him for food, after their 
death, but also supply him with shoes, 
boots, and a variety of other articles of 
convenience and iitility* 

Provided abundantly with food and 
clothing, man next requires shelter. The 
hard Tpck fs. found, cajkulated, in .an emi- 
flwt d^gre^. t<> meet, that want, and is 
capabjle of forming edifices. pf the moat du* 
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TiMe^, degabt, and spacioiis kind* Wkh- 
Out;.4;h# assistance of some matedial* ho«r-» 
ever, to ceooent the pieces togetlier; theii* 
duration^ as abuildiiis^ would be but short ; 
therefore, we findmnathet'SfiectesfmfeiMly 
adapted to tbi^ ^unpose^ This is lime^ 
stdne, whi^, .when properly pr^aredi la 
not only ciqsable of rendering the buiMing 
firm and lastii^, but serveiH ^lso> to^v^ 
it a beautiful mid finished appeai?atice<-^ 
The v^ry clay is capable of behij^ formed 
into an extremdy useful subrtance, brick» 
that is used by man for building firlfong 
and famsidsome boaae% ^. 

The mere shell of ahoiise would be <siHi 
and comfortless; the folpest» therefore, sup*- 
plies wood; which proves of incite 
service and importance to main^ to cm&- 
plete and furnish his house wfth maiiy 
things, in the highest degpree usefbl andor* 
nameotal. 

Wood is, .perhaps^ the most ettensivoly - 
serviceable production of the earth to man^: 
the coooajtree 4;»f tibe Maldiv^ Ibf ^fifttaMoOf 
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wliidi» we BTe careSSaiy iiifttrmed^' provides 
tiie Batm& of those itlnivb hot onlj with 
vessels, but supplies theses aIso» with nutstt^ 
Msl^ ri^^f md^n^ tsMes, pnvimns, 
aodJ^rMg'. To wood we.«e;iiHidbted not 
verety for a gre'al^ vaa4etjr of i^ngs, of the 
greateA eonTieoienee and ornament, that 
of itseif, :it ajBTorda y but also for the grand 
fldieaua of coaBinaBicatibn ind coniiexion 
with distant eoinitries^ wSmreby we are 
eadbled to ehjo;^ the Tsrious commodities 
of ln:tuiy and ysefulnesa that are peculiar 
to them; and, in rettmi, profitably dispose 
of the surplus of our naniifaetnres, &e, 
which their inhabitants have occasion for* 
The immense floating castle we saw upon 
this occasion^ was one. of the mediums of 
this communication, arid, certainly, capa- 
ble of striking the beh<^der with astonish-^ 
sient ; particularly on observing the trees 
that were growing very near, and remem- 
bering that, but a shoi^t time before, it was, 
Kke thetn, growing in the forest* 
The above iibut an imperfbct outline of 
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the principal articles mih which n^urebas 
suppli^ inalikindy for their strnteoancc and^ 
Qonvenieace; biit, in addition to thetii» 
there is also a very great variety of minu- 
tiae, for the finishing, embellishment, and 
perfection of them all; that aiibrd no 
small, degree of astonishment> to the mi* 
nute enquirer into the works of Creation. 
And yet, with all these inestimable ad- 
vantages, man is not happy ! And why ? 
Surely the lault cannot lie with his Crea- 
tor, who has furnished him, even to triie^ 
with what could conduce to his hapfHuess. 
No^-^manis, himself, entirely to blame.— 
His pride and ambition still incline him to 
desire things that he does not possess, with- 
out considering that they are withheld 
from him hyperfctt wisdom^ as being ini- 
mical to his. wel&re and happiness; and 
prevent him from being satisfied with, the 
gifts that Providence has b^towed upon 
him ; which, being intended for his comK* 
fort, if properly used,; would . be sufficient 
to secure him. peace of mind and content* 
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iMM ) tke obtiilnifig of ^hkh, h the ireai*. 
^t apptMch he itf d!^p^i)I& bf makiiig^ t6 
biipptn^ss in thk lift* If ^*' thy wflf, oh 
Lord ! not mirier be done,** were t*fr sin- 
cere language of the hearts of ^H mankind, 
and if their actadns corresponded itith that 
expression-— 'if they cotild be generally in- 
duced to perform the duty towards God 
ami their ncFghbour, enjoirt^d on them in 
Seripture ; Iheni Would they etijoy the hap- 
py; ttre Mei^sed ftuits of sueh eonducf ; 
aifd instead of eonvplaifvhig' gmi«r»tly of 
the wdrfd^ Md the abn^rice of happine^ 
ffOTtkU^ th^woniit be dotistrttltted to ex- 
claim, « it is good for m td b# he»e !" 

Piyay^ ev«nin^«-^Tfte ship anehorecT in 
ibe harbour^ to the great ^a«ii>^ctiofi of 
all on boaif<f j partteiilarly some of the old 
men i^d \irotfien wfroir havikig rtm skoftcf 
ialmimt ^M ficM; spoken a good-naiif red 
irord for &5m^ tfcmtt previously. The safe 
ayriv«l of the vessel, however^ was: a sub- 
jectof general bortgratalatiofi (tmong its. 
We cocrld now look back^ ivith ftnco^ncern, 

I 2 
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upoQ the nmaeroiis perils, aad fearfttl 
dangers we* bad been exppa^ to ; to the 
privatioiis that' oiany had endured : thej 
were now passed^ an end was^puttp them 
all ; and our ship, that had long beep btt£> 
fetted about, and tossed upon the sbormy 
sea, now rode at anchor,, in safety, mthe 
long-wished-for port. 

And I hope that there were mme swrng 
us^adeiHraved as to forget to^ whom we 
were in4ebted for the gceiaJ^ favoi»r» orso 
lost to a sense 6f our diity> as* to Bieglect 
to render him that tributef of praise and 
thanksgiving, which; was most juady hii^ 
due, for sUeh signal mercy.- r 

This event recalled to- my mind the 
grand lesson it was well calculated to teach 
us. " The body has been taking an earth* 
ly voyage, and is safely arrivfed at the de- 
sired port :. the soul, is also at Mis momeni^ 
upon a voyage of much greater, nay iafi- 
nite, unspeakable importance. How does 
it start and tremble at the idea of what 
depends upon the issue of that voyoge ji, 
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and the hideous. rooics^ shotls, and quick- 
sands tbat lie scattered every where through 
its course ! The next inomefit» however* 
it is jrelieved from all it$ anxiety by the 
coDsding truth, that the same all-powerful 
arm that preserved the body from its late 
daiigers, is also extended to affi[>rd succour 
and direction to the soul, in its perilous 
passage : the course is defined which it is 
necessary to steer ; and if» determined on 
gaimog the right port, it choose to take 
that glorious pilot on board, who js ever 
ready and anxious to guide to the happy 
haven of rest* all apprehensions may be 
laid aside* and rieplaped by the mo9t un- 
bounded confidence,, and peacefyl security. 
Saturday-*-*The launch of the large tim- 
ber ship wtas, appointed for this day, and 
great numbers. of pe^le repaiir^d to the 
spot,, to witneas the grand and tntesestidg 
event. The inorning was particularly fitie^ 
and favorable to the occasion ; scarce an 
air of wind disturbed the glassy smooths 
ness of the river j four or five handsottie 
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fiieam^bottts/ erowdcai with: xeipeetabfyw 
dressed people^ bada *grMid 'ahd:&r9iftttt 
dppeim^c£} ; utid a fanrge nutnbief af mnffl 
boatA, filled with spectatord^ added vetjr 
considerably t6 the beadty of the gay and 
animated scene* The miiitaiy bonds om 
board the steam^boats, gHtterin^ m their 
gaudy uniformd, delighted the^yes of the 
beholders; while the liTely and beai»tift4 
airs theyccmtimieA pdayhigy ohbraitftl their 
eard, hnd gave^a Irind of 6mtii, t6^ the 
whole. 

At the $!p\mmei hour^ S </ci(»ciii aU 
. ^wasr amxiety and etpectatioik Bverf eye 
^as intently fi^tied epdn the great object of 
^(ttratitfon, admir(itio&r Mid intidMBif which, 
<kdora>ted with dt^^iurs of VarcpM kicids, 
stood ' |iro«^y piWmcnent, amd^ in sai- 
pcM-tancet Cr^fffioM^^ erery mrrauadrns 
ofe^tet..' She wiaa db^fei:t6 mme, aod 
^ide. magfestiea^l^r al^iig: > the ie%^w^8ttt 
disappoi«t»f eiit- stiU appMrs^ td fmrsne the 
t^bildr^ <^ tmxu At t^i&dfiticaf moment, 
when all epprebensi«>n rei^ecting the isaiie 
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seamed removed afar oitf wtkd tiie mind 
abetdy saw ber^ dashing Into her native 
elMienti SLtid received intaiti boisom with 
joyasdextiitattonjand when^ those among 
the. spectators, who Wi^fe personally inte- 
rested in her 'fsite» were , congratulating 
themselves upon the success of thehaf^y 
ev^t>-rsuddenly a gloom was cast over the 
wbok4cene«*«the<ship stoppiod ji^t as the 
stem:t0ncbed the water, and < would move 
no farther ! Astonishment seised the sur- 
roundiag multitade^*-every expedient was 
refli^rted to^ that oooidi be tbought b^ to 
impel her forwards, or, perhaps, knore 
properly speaking, backwards; but all 
was vain. The mind, for a moment,^ could 
fancy her possessal of reasoning powers, 
and then, as if cons»:ious of the dangers 
she \9ras about to exprae herself to^ she 
api^ared to hesitate to coqimit herself ^o 
that deceitful element,' which had proved 
itself fatal, to so mimy of her kind ; and to 
who^treacheryher groat predeceaisor had, 
probably, by that.tiine, fallen a victin^. 
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Dinppoittikiieat a^' Mi^ m <3t her 
odik arrii)^. : mpm die OMntraaneeft of 
1^ spcitetom^ aM.a dMwrfiiii vokerwaa^ 
llfiardi; 4tefaa(ttdi tfaAt.Mrere: half: rwed inr 
lAe hate^ in ocder to ware tfamt ^ln|h nr 
^r^^ in /tirampK accooipaimd wfth kwd 
hmaoA^ fell mMimifesa. by; tbe aidb; tiur 
cannooait wliieh were just teadj to jfofav 
tlieir thinidcriQg tt>ar.to tbe*«oolamaCic^ 
<>f the people^ rc^ad their dfiw.; and 
ail was gloQOQP silence: and aurpHse. The 
people who; were onahoMr^^eisfaarkediif 
their boatsj and the gs^ tht ong retUTMd 
home* «pfammf\y but little grattied wilk 
their m^rmngfs excursion* 

On the retorn o£ the steam-boato fvota 
the large ship* one. of tbemi bnind' to 
MontreaU came alongside of ear« vessel to^ 
take partlof : the passengens on board* who 
wem going up the.cottntry. Tlie^r had 
liow lived. ; in olosa na^bourhood -wttlr 
those who waro to tennln* . ispwankof two 
months ; and it wna natsinil to auppcls^ that 
a dq^ree of frteaodihqii andiund'fedkig'to^ 
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Meds €W9h odier, htd been €o«tracted 
dorii^ that Usarn. They we^nbov* ta 
sqiaratet fltnd itwt» wry ciertain ttwt laany 
of tlmii'wsoiildBeverflie^t^ in tk^ woild» 
ftgaixu Tbis'ikem^ ootutrei tjbmhtiy <3f 
tbem, irad, vdim tbe»oni€Wt «tited fi>r 
tlwtr final ^c^ttfltioD, imd n very ^reat^fl 
fectiq^n/flum : tt9r»4ow«d in gretit pr^ 
fimo]^ ) i$asAm tkey bade «ach ^ther a 
last fitf^evptell*. and esechanged thtk fra^ 
&moM ef regard, and prayers for each 
oAeHs smsoess aad.ba)q>ing88, :I ccmid niot 
rei^in an unconcerned spectator: I 
joiiied, w^hailrmy hMrt, in theiatter^ and 
wsspowerfiilly affcicted .1^ theMlema idu, 
tbat lboae» «dioin I then samr am^mbled 
togeAer^ I 'Sboald itee no imwe» It re- 
miiHited ttecf i^eihal^^andinpeafeotu^ 
ttf tur nature; the eettainlrf of dec»y and 
dsitb, end of itfae. fihcktness of onr time 
in tkm tnnaitary aeeoe. It also aSbrded 
« flkreng e:t<atem0nt» aiKOiiipanied Irf the 
lend eaUa of i»iadoai» to prepare for that 
«Mfti^ndaotem dhaqge-tibat arWaAlsnie w 
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Qommon with all mankiad*; fmd thati 
sooa or late> must take place. 

Sunday*— I onee mai*e heard the deligfat*- 
ful aound of the "church-going helV to 
ivhich ^my.ears had long been strangers*— 
£igb.t w^s had elapsed since I had either 
heard. pr seen, any thiog in^cative of the 
worship, of Godf e^icept our. own form on 
board of ship: it was,: tbierefiiro^ with 
great satisfaction I repaired to the Englkh 
cathedral, and entered its sacred walls 
with feelings of gratitude, vaieraitiDn and 
pleasure. 

When the service commenced, bow 
agreeable was the sound to my ear ! when 
the <^ solemn organ began to blow," with 
what rapture did I catch the sacred notes ! 
Ten years ago-^ab, what changes, thought 
J, have taken place within that time, 
even in this place ! Where is tlie reverend 
gentleman who officiated, the last lime I 
attended divine service here? Gone*— - 
Where is the venerabley hoary<^headed: pre- 
late who then occupied yonder splendid 
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neat, omamebted with xaMvy pillars and 
Gfitiopy/ Dear the pulpit ; atid whor at the 
dbte^of the serviM^ used to dismiss tlie 
cot^regatiaii wiih a soieiim and impressive 
bl^bg? But yestsrday he took His de- 
lartnre • from this sublmutry scene^-his 
soul is gone to appear in the presence of 
Ae Great Judge c^ all, to give an account 
of his stewardship-^hfa spirit has winged- 
its way. to tliose blissful regions where sin 
and sbrnyw.i^ver: enter^iit-lib is^one to j4in 
the gckleirai' ais^Uy and church of the 
ficstiboni^ito: reap the blesaied and glovioiis 
fmits of his to^on earth. >' 

' A few face& caught, my eye^ which I re* 
CQgtiized, bnt the greiit «tiaj6rit3? Were new 
to ihe^ as mine, waa t0. thetn ; the church 
itself, anditha space.aitH2nd it, had undec^ 
goneicoi^iderable alterations and improve- 
ments : change presented' itself' every 
where.} . still estferd^ ' that* solemn and 
iiaportaiit waa^ning, ^*^f/, too, must ishcnrtiy 
sdbmitto chadge/^. : : ; i 

' In the kftemoonjMTt^nt to.the Preaby- 
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terinn church ; a comtnodioufli^ neati^ 
iSnished edifiee.;; the telaUve jKmkion and 
appesramce of which, with: pegard to^thi^ 
!Eiiglt$h (Bpiaoc^nlko) and French (B. C*.> 
cathedirals^ affdrded/m& a^ considetable di^ 
gveQ-o£ satdsfibsbioiu Thesie butldii^aK: 
all sititated'withia' a very short distance 0f 
each other; JGuTDifi^ed with steeplesr ^od 
have eveiy iother appearance of chsrehes : 
perhaps not in a cstnail degree emblematic: 
of tlteharjaaoRy iil-^hich.the pe(^le of ihe> 
diffhrentcre^s ^ndsee£s;yv6i tk^etber M' 
tfai$ happjr cckmixy^^ N0 celigioasr inlfeo^. 
lerance ; no parfaj^ feuds^-^noi didtiactioisrft 
on;accaiiht/ of /seligion^^xist hetei every 
raaniis^iat liberty to duiose Ms^ ot^it way to^ 
the re^caik of: hapipcdett}' fay worship 3od 
acoordiiig iio th^diotates; of his. cooscieiiice; 
withmit beSng ^xpcsed to; the ridicolerw 
hoalilky of any of. his-fellowwiEieD. ; 
: Mondi^'^Lwdkedsp short distanQ&indb' 
tiiexobnitey :tQic&llup0ti Mr^ BMi^-^ikli€[mi 
I found preparing for th^'Btsfhop^dflitietna; 
Aftexifenniaiing ^isboh tkae^at hia hoiise 
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we: vvttlkied' into • terwn^r Sbortl/ after we 
nsMdiefl the chatesur m* G<y(%rttor*» resU 
denbet inrboettwitbody ww depwited> thb 
pMc0ssiiMi aioi^d. i'Jlit streets, leading 
to 'the cadiekiral, :)«repe ,Knedt>n each Rid« 
with soldiers, 'having: their arn|9 reversed* 
nomj. desire: tp' obtain convenient seats 
in Cbord^t «^e hsBteiMd to it as soon as the 
ipK^ccBsiim issued fVom the oasti^ conse- 
quently we h^ ii6t ian opportunity of see- 
ing the oniei^ of il, until ite ent^ed the 
ehurcli. l%e body was received at the 
door by fouf clergymen, dressed in their 
robes, who were preceded, as they moved 
along the aide, by the singing bojrs of the 
choir, in white surplices. It was then fol* 
lowed by the Lieutenant-Governor, and 
officers of government, gentlemen of thd 
law, magistrates, principal inhabitants of 
the city, military officers, &c. When the 
funeral service was concluded, the body 
was deposited in the vault, nearly under the 
communion table, and by the side of the 
remains of the late Duke of lUcIimond* 
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All his dtgn!ty» wealdt^ i abd hmior, 
thought I, could not avert heaven's stern 
decree; nor stay the clay^cold hand of 
death !. His body is noW consigned to the 
silent tomb.— Ob, what A,dM&rence be^ 
tween his present and late!h;alHtations!-«^ 
Where are now the! stately mahnon, . with 
all its internal grandeur $ the /ond» en- 
dearing partner of bis life ; his interesting 
family, the honor and delight of his de« 
dining years ; the busy throng of servants, 
who were ever employed in adminirteripg 
to his wants and convenience ; the splendid 
equipage, and every thing that coiyld con* 
duce to his ease, comfofrt and dignity ?*— 
All are resigned-^all exchai^ed for the 
gloomy, silent, dreary mansions of the 
cold grave !— , 

Hero th^bigh-)bof3i fmd. the bmvei 

The wise, the beanteoua aad tfa^ strong^^ 

An vndistinguished throng, 

Are laid together 

Silent and stlM the sleeper lies ; 

Closed, for ever closed, bis e^ ; 

'Tin the tnal morh iinfokt . 

Her orient portals^ bright with gold ; 
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Utber tba baant^ ei everlaatiiig ligfat, 

Annihilate the powen of night : 

Bant the fetters of the tomby 

And taninion all that sleep to their eternal doonl 

That body which but a short time ago, 
was in the habit of being pampered with 
all the delicacies that . the earth affords ; 
for whose sustenance many of the finest 
animal productions of creation were saeri* 
ficed; and that held a respectable rank 
among the highest order of earthly beings 
must now* in turn, become a prey to 
earth's meanest and most insignificant in- 
habitants, the loathsome worms] This is 
the end of all human greatness ! 

** His paths of glorf le^d . bat to the gra?e"<^ 

all « men's honours, rank, and fame are 
buried in the dust } and they themselves 
mingle, once more, with their kindred 
clay! 

Saturday— I was in town with a friend, 
and being informed, a little before one 
o'clock, that the large, ship • was to be 
launched at that hour, we ri^aired imme* 

K 2 
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diately to the Grand Battery, and in a few 
minutes saw her glide off the stocks in 
fine. style. It was not- generally known 
that an atten)pt would be made to launch 
her on that day, consequently there were 
but few spectators. 

The event was very interesting and im- 
portant ; the lai^cfst iihip 'of modem times 
was committed to her native element, and, 
like every thing-else' of any consequence, 
had her advocates and enemies. If it 
should answer to emptoy her constantly, 
it would prove a great blow to the shippkig 
interest engaged in the timber trade, m 
she is capable of cMtainti^ ti cargc^ eqiMtl 
to ten or twelve of the largest vestiels in 
that trade.' 

Her shape nurpHsfd me agpqd detd^r^ 
She is remarka)>ly.sl)arp ftt^he>owv wd 
also at the stern, except a few feet below 
tlie upper deck, wfaene j^h^ ..a^au^fies the 
ahape of Otbir vess^l^^ bttfc miK^ a^iqUer 
in proportToo. ' The. bottQm><i0;qi)il^ fl^ 
and ]3^Qadeir|dbK)Utthe«}mi(h|W ti^iH %\ip Uf^ 
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per deck : and tfier/^ k % py^^ec^ioQ akmg 
it» from near the stem to the atecnj ixh 
ereasing tovardu tbe i«i4dl^, about tharcff 
f^thigb. The cross-beams that support 
the upper deck project, at.each end^ he^ 
ymid her ^14% to aiiyply the place of 
fkiims, . I(c. £>r f^^temqg the raging to.^*^ 
She 18 entirely built of solid loga^ which 
are used insteed of plank,. &;c« The mastg 
are huge trees, without any other prepa^- 
ratibn than nierely having the branches 
k^PI>ed oft aed being «l^ped of /the bark» 
The bottom m^ Jow^ir : part were neither 
twTed Dor painted» previous to the launch : 
tn ehoJtf she h constructed in the roughp 
«st maMier poasible. : 
. yrhile she was on the stocl^ four 
hoBM&f in one teani> w^re employed in 
dttwiog timber on; hoardi the sight of 
wkich> walhit^ abeufc th* . depk withpitf 
Mtf a)<:oKiremeaee» waa th« ^rut 5 ^ir<;nBV 
atanoe that atrmsk tne with her iminensf 
ioxe ; and eight or ten^^w^re 1^ board when 
ulie was launched; for the purpose o|f 
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hoisting in her; dairgo. His Majesty and 
Scotland participate in the honour cf giving 
the name, viz. the " Bkron of Renfrew/' 
which is one of the Scottish titles that his 
Mi^esty holds. 

Monday-^Mn B and I set out for 

the township of Leeds, forty-five, miles 
from Quebec, on the south side of die &L 
Lawrence; and, < as we had to go 9 miles 
by water, we embarked on board a large 
ilat-bottomed boat called a iatteau.^ The 
wea<lier was- pleasant, and the country, on 
ea^h side of the fiver, Had a very ridi and 
furnished appeararice; owhig to die nulnbers 
of trees that or6wn-'4tS' steep and lofty 
banks, and, in large an<t ttumenMis 
clusters, ornament the ^ level grondbd ; for 
which, however, it is altogether lodehked 
to the bad quality of the soil in those 
places, and by tio means^to the taste 6f t3ie 
CanadJaris wbopcNssers&it} lis, in geheimlt 
they appear to be entire' strangers to the 
system of sheltering their houses, or em- 
belKshing their lands withitreer: ap- 
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par^tly enttftaihtDg^'wIlh regard* to tlMemi 
tbe poet's idea, Viz.' ! . > r ; I . ; 

; M When nnaildnied^ adonMd the moal.' - 

' I have freqaently' beeii iffipre^^ With 
die vast diflferehce that place add cirtum-* 
stances pfodtice in the ideas *<^ ]p4i^[>ie; 
upon'oertain suti^ects; and this was itrdngly 
exemplified/ upon one occasion^ with re- 
gard to the beauty of a counti*y; in the 
instance of an American, who once visited 
Ireland ; where, in some cf the wildest 
parts, he gave vent to his approtiatiim of 
its superior appearance^ by exdaimtng, 
'' What a findy improved country this is, 
not a ^ee to he seen l*^ 

A practice, prjevalls, pretty generally, 
among the Canadians, witii reqsect to their 
houses, in which taste appears to be sacri* 
ficed to comfort, viz; they have no door 
on the north side, ^ although the latter 
may be lie^t the road or river : thefront 
view is, therefore, lest to the passmg tra* 
vdler, who finds a great degree of duiness 
in the roadon that amount. Their system 
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eluded in one large tmitdii^, ai « jcon- 
siderable distance fr odi^ tlie dweUidg-honse ; 
sHlieri m tiia Aixt fiald, or <m the anpioitite 
8|i)§:flfJt|«;To#^^^l. Itbink^ a verycooiL^ 
f9iep4i|bDEr/one^!as k^securesotUelu^use'&OB 
^re :th»l i»igbt: ongjoat^ ihwe ; andi«faii» 
i/ibsUwe, i$. th#ip. priodpal.toOtiye: fer 
pfectfig them >at mck a distuce^ land 
liJfQ jH tbfi* .hoiue,: with tile ^oimd abmfc 
it» :i$;l$ept frtofrom jfikh ,af iyety kihdl 
tbe:cattl(k^ i:^» &b.^ imever being allawed 
to Qome near !it ;' which gives it w ^^ 
p^artoce of cleanliness aiid, ootefort, iigh* 
ly gratifying to the tVkvetier.^. Jind^ ifrhibh, 
to the credit ixF ijts idhahiteints, is qqit^^ in 
ebnfbroiity with, div interior. 

The lands, in the old sclt£led part of th^ 
countryv belonging to' th^ Canadians, are 
genehiUy divided iiito lots of from two to 
$ix Freilch aovcs in br^adth^ Or» in adireo^ 
tfioa parallel with tlid]teia4» and extending 
thirty or forty backwards^; consequenlly 
each fiirmerlias a long narrow tracts The 
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rddid k alwn^ ibadfe eA.th^ tine hetwMkki 
the two (ioncesstonk iut ranges.^ or; .iiihftw 
near the riven aloi^ the eiiditcatfc ta^it;; 
vojA the Canadmife, :vith a ine# t4 thv 
comforts of ^ociefgr, greater ie&atity^ oi? 
other motives, build their houses at the 
^e bf thd road, orjvsrf nfear it^p so that 
the ceiinti7 rewmUes a ic^ofttihiiddf ^tttug*^ 
glmg viilag^i. along the ooQoesdioa rotfdt i' 
but albngithocfer that connect ih^ Mnefes^ 
sbiKp. rtmBtng ^fidtel with- th«f lotSi oul^ 
tfer^ed' flohtfttteis&ki^ aftd ond is lEote'e*^ 
tiou36 at 3. k6s^ wh^n^ the' bbUHtry is^ ^ little^ 
bffljry' tO' kifow >wlitrb the; ]^r6^riet6f^ 
ri3sidel *' 

Ab«>utftmii^^«kekiiS ihi^iSft^ 
Feaiihid thel^rtydiQu^^ O^'^o^^^^^ 
vho, t^e exp^cti^,' Weidd {IMviUe tis a! doH-' 
Yejkxket^ Leads;' if<»> b^in^ at hcfn^e, i^^ 
wte&det«ifle<ta'^OQpi^ of hemrs,- waitliig 
his return. Upon enquiring of himWhiHr 
he' would Ahsttgitbi&k&mfo C^^^'isnd 
baeki a k]isba1loe^of S6 tt^khi he ^at^t:^- 
10 MUi&i M% lie:' t^ hAvMimtAi \^ 
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him^ ther^ore, and walked alotig the rMd« 
bat;.had not proceeded far tmtil his son 
came gallDpiiig after us, to gay hisflther 
would take us for six ; < but we disliked his 
atte(Dpt:at imposition, and refused his A^m^f 

offer. - ' . • 

In va i^rt time. a. cart, passed, and the 
driveft judging: from our. appearance thai 
we were .stFarngers, Jn want of a. convey- 
ance, into the country^ stopped his horse|. 
and enquired, if that ; wiaa ii|e caser . Upon 
hearing: .where 1?e: wished. to ^d^he.asked^ 
five 4Qll4rs» whlPh ^..a^4 'toltpi^'^ Um* 
He then requested i u$ /to .waik on tohis 
house, a short distance forwards, and wait 
his retprn^ from. th?.fettyrtro«ise; to; which 
he '^yas teki^^isoipj^ passengem*: - When 
he qame in; .wp i^greed to /give -half » 
dollar extra. ^th^acQQn^modatimijGf: two 
carts } and .9J;^ut,el«ven:they were, reaiiy 

for us. . . •; , ;. .::^.^ ':, ::-;'-:^ .I!;.':": '-.. 

Ta.thosp (VnapqHAmted wKb ..Canada, 
the idea of hiring wrfe t^. ride!in^ xa»y^ 
perhaps, app^^rratlierAdd ^ it will, there- 
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fi»re» be proper .to r^nask, that £Tte Can 
m^iBsm hftvQ coar3e, sitrong cacts: Sot draw* 
ing loads, and working .<m the farins;; but 
they have ajso noat, |ight ones for riding 
^q.i with.* 3e^ acrojaLtbe middle, upon 
springs, sotpethuig similar to the body 
^ a gig> ic^able.of accommodatiog two 
peisoiifi ; whiqh wre ^qiiat to a gig for 
^aise afld cpoijfert, m^i in mmy owes, 
Wi^n fQf.hesiuty, * 

W.e pr4>^^eed$td on our journry» aa we 
preferred tfat^Uiqghy. night, on weoQut 
of the jio^quttAe^ :£iies, &«r. which are 
very* anji^ying here during the day, — 
Ahout^^ixp^QJi^kin th6 morning, we reach- 
ed a part of the country that was -a thick 
wopd the l9st time I had parsed through 
it,t m^ J was expf^edingly gratified on 
observing the improvement that had been 
v\9l^ sin<;e* A fine open country, well 
S^tlfid, presented itself, where, twelve 
y^^jrs ;l^eforef Pot the .least vestige of a 
human habit§ti9iL was to b^ met with . In* 
4deii ti^Q road. W^ so much altered for the 
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better since that period, that I enquired 

several tim^s of Mn B , if he was 

certain we were on the right road. 

At eight, we stopped at a house of 
entertainment, kept by a Mr. DaHow, 
who was formerly a merchant tailor* in 
Quebec ; and I was a little amused with 
t]}e sign he has exposed. It. is the 
same that he had in Quebec; with the 
words, "Richard Dallow, tailor, from 
London ;" which strikes the traveller as ra- 
ther a comical one, when both house and si- 
tuation are considered : the former an mn, 
and the latter in a neighbourhood whose 
population, one would suppose, will not, 
for some time, be anxious about having 
their clothes exactly in the Londmi cut. 

We got a very comfortable breakfast 
here, consisting of excellent tea, eggs, 
ham, bread and butter, &c., for tenpence 
each ; which, after travelling nine hours, 
the greater part under a heavy rain, was, 
in no small degree, acceptable. 

About ten, we arrived at C — ^ the pecu-- 

"*A tailor, who is also a woollen draper. 
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liar object of oiy long journey by land and 
s^a^ the situation of which afforded me 
mnch satisfaction. Alt the land on each 
side of the road, for many miles beyond 
this place, is possessed by individuals Who 
are not only bound, but very desirous, to 
settle on, and clear it immediately. In 
many instances the proprietors are actuaU 
Jy residing, and have large clear farms on 
their lots, sa that it promises, to be a very 
flourishing s^ttlemH^nt in a short time. 

In the afternoon we walked down to 

Mr. L— -s farm, which is situated in a 

back concession. I took a gun with me ; and 

on our way I saw a *fine looking bird on a 

branch, at a good distance from me ; but, 

being remarkably near sighted, I could not 

•discern of what kind it was. I fired, and 

it fell ; and when I reached it, it proved 

to be a robin. The discovery afforded me 

•regret; thodgh robins, iti this country, 

•are very good eating, and it is quite 

common to shoot them for that purpose.— 

They are very large, exceeding, conside- 
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rabl/t the skse of a thrasb^ sBod resemhii 
those in Irelandt ifi other refi|>ects, except 
tliat from hemg io^ much largeri tl^ 
have not such a delicate a{^aratice. 

We went by ai road cut through the 
woody but in returning! Mi*. B f ■■■ tr^ 
sisted upon us taking '*a sh(>rt cut through 
jbbe bush }" we tbweforef set^^ and» after 
iv^alking a con^ideraUid distance^ Mi*. 
L— — thought; we should have been out 
of the wood ; and, contrary to the wish of 
Mr. B i ■ , who was anxious to continue 
in the course iA ithich we were going, 
turned off to the left, ai^d in a short time 
discovered the opeilingy when instead of 
being where i^e expected, we found our- 
selveis quite at the oppoisite end of the 
farm ; and had we continued in our &r- 
mer route, we sliould probably have had 
r^ton to lament oUr rashqes^ in undef^ 
taking such an. ea^pedition of dhcwerif.*-^ 
This oircrtmjfcance reminded Mn L— -*• 
of a singular one t]tat had recently oo- 
etttred in that neighbouthood, which he 
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related to us. An old man who lived ill 
Quebec, had a son*in-law settled in the 
^second concession, whom he went t:0 see. 
On his way he pa^ed several houses, 
where he was acquainted j and in a few. 
days afterwards, one of the settlers, who 
had seen and con vended, with, him, as he 
passed, had occasion to go to the son-in* 
law^s. When he reached there, he naturally 
enquired for the old man. l?he young man 
said be expected him from town, but that 
he had not yet arrived. *f Not arrived V* 
said the other, with astonishment, ** why, 
he passed my house on such a day." This 
alarmed the young man, who knew his 
fathei**in-law would, of cQursie, go to his 
hoiise. He therefore went immediately, 
with two or three persons, in search of him, 
but ranged through a considerable tract of 
the Mx>ods in vain. ; / - 

The whale of the next day, about thirty of 
the neighbours were dispersed through the 
country, in difierent directions ; discharging 
their pieces occasional! v, and calling him 

L 2 
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byname, but no trace of him cbtild be 
discovered* Tirey encamped durii^ th^ 
i>i^t; renewed the setLrdk in th^ fHonnng; 
continued it all daf^ but ^without success ^ 
and, in the evening, were obliged to r«. 
Unquish it, rind give him tip for lost.«^ 
While his 8dn4n-Iaw, Avho hod just 
rettli'ned, fatigued, and almost m des- 
pair, WaiS sitting at the door of hiSf 
houses he fancied he heard the sonndiX>f a 
hiiihan voice proceeding iVom the wood $ 
he listened, and beard it repeated { and 
ammediately took his gun^ and went in the 
direction whence the sound issued* He had 
not proceeded above 40 or 50 yards, until 
he discovered the old man lyitlg down; 
who, when he observed him, rose as lias- 
tily as possible, and attempted to mn fh>ni 
him, in quite a contrary direction* He 
was very weak ; had not the le«|* re- 
collection of the young man; and, on 
being brought into the house, would not 
believe it was his son-in-law's. He was 
exceedingly hungry, but (which was re* 
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msrkabl^ ftfm the stale of his iDind)i ate 
verjr sjparinglyt from prudential mptivea. 
When be reooveredi he stated that be had 
be^ lost,, for several days^ in the woods ; 
and, dimngthe whole time> had only eaten 
a flmtU quantity of wild sorrel upon one oc- 
casiont wb^n very thirsty* He had not 
ptevioualy been in the country for a long 
timei be had^ therefore, forgotten the road* 
and was allowed to go astray by an insolent 
boy# .who gave him a very impertinent aii- 
swer» when he encjuired of him the way. 

Wednesday— *We took leave of this 
delightful ^ot, and its Iiospitable inha* 
bitanta, who imd been very kind to us; 
and returmwito town. While descending 
ft Mh «t a smart trot, the cart Mr. B— — 
was ia, being near the side of the road, 
one of the wheels came in contact with 
the end of a large log that waa lying near^ 
which ixaised it so high that the cart over- 
eet^ and Mr, B» ■ ■ ■ being undermost, fell 
across some logs on the opposite side, I 
,wasr on before, in the other carty but, as 
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J happened to be looking^ back at tbe mo- 
menti I saw the accident, and thoagfat 
something dresdfdl must have been the 
consequence.^ My driver fitopped his hors^ 
and he and I fan to* my friend's assistancei 
but were agreeably surprised to find that 
neither Mr. B — -^ the driver, horse nor cart, 
had sustained'the least injury, although the 
two latter were completely over-lurtied. 

As we proceeded, we had an opportunity 
of seeing the country, whidi W!& had been 
deprived of, when going up, by the dark- 
ness of the night; We crossed a canalj in 
the seigniory of St. Giles^ formed, entirely, 
&t the ibdiVidual expense of Mr. Calwell, 
the proprietor of the adjoining seignibry, 
for the pui*pose of conveying timber to the 
St. Lawrence, from the interior. It must 
have been a very expensive undertaking, 
beiogi for five miles, cut through a thick 
wood. We passed through a pleasant dis- 
trict, called St. Jdhii's, inhabited by Ca« 
iiadians* : it is a very extensive plain ; tfae 
• ' *Thh term h parUcukarfy apj^ied to the deBcendftiita 
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TckoA leadivg tfarodgh die cebtre; along 
which^ as I have already observed, die 
llouaes are situated. The land, divided 
into long, iiarrovr tots, is neatly fenced 
oSli in' fields of an Oblong squani fbrhi, and 
ai^arentlj in mther a good state of cuki- 
vstioir; butir as there is not a tree on the 
whole jdaiii, e»:ept those that bound it, it 
fiais a very formal and imked appearance. 
Aosording to die mformatibn I re* 
ceived, the Canadians are but indif«- 
ferent ^raiers ; as the method of agricul- 
tare^ most glenerally pracdse^d by them, is 
to divide the &rm into two parts, which 
they altwtiately graze and crop yearly, 
intbout giving die land time to recruit ; 
and when ^t is exhausted tbe^ call it old 
land. The soil, in the immediate neigh- 
bourhood of Quebec, and on the opposite 
tide (^ the St. Lawrence^ for several miles, 
is, in general^ of a very inferior desbrip* 

or the old Frctocliy who first settled in thw country, 
fMt lingnage is ihe Frefleb> And they ro8ide> princSr 
I^Iy> i« tbo Ltfwer ptviijiiee. 
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tion.; : sandy, encutnbered with rockfl^ 
and, therefore^ incapable of much im- 
pri)ved3erit .The Canadians, notwithstand- 
ingi appear to be verj contented and hajh 
py : they have neither tax iror kesk txi pny, 
arid, althou^ they: pay rent in all the 
seigxriory lands, it is merely a- nominal 
thing; half-a-crbwn per acre, fortbe twc^ 
three, or four front acres of thelc^.' It is 
most gratifying to an individual, just from 
Ireland, to observe the comforts apd con- 
venience these people enjoy. Every facmer 
has a good, comfortabie hpuse; com- 
modious offices, capable of eoiltaining all 
.his crop } for they are not in the habit oi 
stacking their grain, :&e».';, a sufficient stdck 
df cattle of every description ; a. handsome 
light cart or calash^* for the accommoda- 
tionof his family during the sunimer, and 
a cariolef for winter ; . in fact, every con- 
venience his necessities require. ' 

As far as one is capable of judging from 
appearances, the Canadian peasantry are as 

* A kind of gig^. ^ A tledge for riding ixu 
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as any people, of that class, in the 
world, if not much more so. They are 
unacquainted with the oppressions and. 
privations endured by those in the greater 
part of Europe. They have no heavy 
burden of rent to groan under } no harsh 
and cruel tyrant of an agent or landlord, 
to seize their crop or stock, or drive them 
from the humble, but cherished, cottage of 
their ancestors ; no bailiff nor constable to 
torment them for cess ; no unwelcome vi- 
sitor from the excise office, to exact 
money from them, for the privilege of 
enjoying the light of the sun in their 
habitations, or for their horse, dog, gig, 
&c. No execrable informer, to have 
them jSned for shooting the wild birds 
and animals that destroy their crops ; 
in short, they are in complete pos- 
session of those grand desiderata of the 
human mind, sq indispensably requisite to 
its happiness, liberty aud independence ; 
they enjoy the fruits of their labour, and 
live in tranquillity and peace* The women 
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weave a kiad of coai^ wooUei^L clatb, fpr 
mens' clothes, and ajsother doscriptioii ^r 
petticcdts, &c. } they also weave linen fqr 
shirts; make. soap and ja variety of artid?^ 
which European women know how to, ob- 
tain only hy money. In their manners, 
the Canadians. are qivil» and coqrtepus to 
strangers, without, however, being in the 
least degree sepile, or compromising their 
native ind^endence of mind; and, amoQg 
themselves, they are very polite, with ^]\ 
the external formalities of civiUty. 

Travelling through tn^ny par4;s of Lqyves 
Canada, that have been settled many years 
^0,^ by the Canadians, reminds on^ of the 
territory of Sparta^ in the tim* of Lyqiir- 
gus, after the celebrated division of die 
lands. <^ Does not Laconia look like an fis- 
tate, which several brothers bav^ been di- 
viding among them ?** asked that famous 
legislator: and this part of Capada <l9n- 
veys the idea, of several large fapiilies of 
brothers havii^ had the paternal estates 
divided equally among them ; , the people 
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appear to be Ua nearly oh an equality in 
curcQinstaitces^ appearance and manners. 
There is no splendour to be met with 
anoopg tb^m, exc^t in very few instances ; 
hut, in general^ tbey enjoy comfort, neat- 
ness, aud coAveoience to a great extent.— 
This obiservation 13 to be understood to ap* 
ply to the country, eight or ten miles and 
npw-ards, froin the principal towns, and 
on tho south side of the St. Lawrence ; 
as, in the neighboujcbood of Quebec, 
Montreal, &c* there are many large and 
elegant houses, with Ornamented lands ; 
the property of respectably individuallsi in 
town ; which, of course, r^inoye that ap^ 
pearance of equality- Abput ten o'clock 
we reached the ferry-house, and at one^ 
landed in Quebec. 

Tfais^city, yfhich is 9ituated at the con- 
fluence of the rivers St. Lawrence and St. 
Charles, is.divided into two towns, called 
Upper ^nd Lower : the former stands on st . 
bigh cock, which is nearly perpendicular! 
on the ^uth si^e, . n^xt Point Levy j but) 
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>¥ith a gentle descent to the north and 
west ; and is entirely enclosed by a high, 
strong, well-built ^one wall, on which a 
great number of long pieces 6f cannon, 
mortars, &c. are .mounted. . « 

The houses are, in general, of stone ; 
some of them handsome and spacious.*— 
The streets are very irregular ; only two 
or three of which are paved, the rest "were, 
at this time, undergoing Mr. M^Adam^s 
system of improvement; but were pre- 
viously gravelled ; with raised parapets at 
the sides, enclosed by logs of wood, in- 
stead of flags, for the accommodation of 
foot passengers. < 

The public buildings are, in general, 
creditable to the cky, consisting of the 
English cathedral, a large, plain, com- 
modious edifice ; neatly finished inside, 
and having a good organ and ichoir. It has 
no bells ; a set was ordered from iBngland, 
during tlielate American war, but the ves- 
sel they were shipped in, was captured by 
the Americans, and none have since been 
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pr<#ided« A second .Episcopal cbtircb; 
or. c^^l of ease» now ereeting:^^^ 
from the great increase of the niem- 
bQTs of that charcht of laCeit the ca- 
thedral is not sufficiently lafge to ookitain 
theoi* The Indqpe^ent chapel ; the 
Fresbjtettan chorch j the French cathe- 
dfat a much larger boildtag than the 
iSi^ishlone, but hot so hatidsobe^ and 
three Rpman Catholic churches^ within 
th^ walli ; two nunneries ; a R. C coU 
le^e } . a very handsome coiirt*house» and 
^ IfUlge gaol. The chateaii, or Governor's 
c%9tlei; Alongbuilding/seated on -the verge 
of the great precipice^ which it actually 
oyerhapgs ; being supported by buttresses 
OQ the side next the river ^ and/ owing to 
its situation,: > when seen from the water^ 
hail a frightful af^earanee. 

One of ;ijie barracks is an old convent, 
about tbei Centre of the city; very large^ 
and of a square form, four or' five stories 
bigh> capable of containing two large 
regiments; the others, are; at Ct^e Dta« 
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niond, a very strongly fortified ciUd^I; 
situated: 00 a loftj eniiiieDice» above the 

It struck mie, as rather a stirai^e dream- 
stance, with redpebt to the new theatre, or 
circu9, which is a alnd^by buiiding, that it 
stands in the same small esiclosare i?titht|jie 
ii6w Prdtestaat dmrch, add almost touch* 
ingit^ : Wheth6r< symbolical of the little 
hostility that exists, in Quebec, between 
the several exercises for which they were 
constructed,^ or not, I do not foel prepared 
to say: biit^ I should' be inclined to hope, 
that it is rather an indication of tbefldareh 
of piety in this city ; and of the succeissfol 
animosity that rdigion cherishes against 
this school of vice ; by taking' up tUs pio- 
sition, for the purpose' of dnving totafi 
from his new haunts and converting it ifito 
a nursery of virtkie ; as has htely been 
effected, in the case of the dd theatre, 
which is how used as a Methodist chapeU 
The House of Assembly, oir Pariiatneiit 
House, is terj plain,* and much mdre shab^ 
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by and neglected than any of the other 
public buiidings of the city. The Lower 
Town is situated along the water side, at 
the foot of the rock. It is long and nar- 
row, and the principal place for mercan* 
tile business : the merchants, in general, 
reside, or have their offices here. There is 
a small French church, market-place, &c. 
in it. It extends round the shore, to the 
north side of the bill, where it is joined by 
St. Roque's suburbs; which have been 
much increased during the last ten years. 
Immediately above St. Roque's, in a north 
. westerly direction, are St. John's suburbs, 
a>ntaimng a great number of houses.-— 
When seen from the water, Quebec has 
a rather curious appearance, in conse- 
quence of its being divided into two towns ; 
bat a req>ectable one, on account of its 
grand and formidable fortifications. A 
large ferry-boat plies between this city and 
Point Levy, impelled by wheels, in the 
same manner as a steam-vessel j but horses 
are used 9s substitutes for steam. 

M 2 
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Fri(Uy — I walked out, mth^Mdad^^o 
tb^ Plains of Abr>abain, which are about a 
mile from St. Louts gate. WJierever I 
tiYraed my eye, extenmre improvement 
pri^eated itself; the lands alMg tJie road 
that were formerly laid out An fields are 
now, in a great measure, occupied witli 
houses, and enclosed in gardens, &c. 

As I crossed the memorable ground 
where the great and decisive battie was 
fought^ that placed Quebec, and with it» 
I may say, all Canada, into the possession 
of the British, I felt an impression of awe 
^d revei^nce, as if treading upon more . 
than common ground. Here, thought J, 
the enterprising and immortal Wolfe> after 
incredible difficulty and persev^ance, had 
the satisfaction of enjoy ipg the prospect of 
a gloriojLts issue to all his toils, in thepos^ 
sessiop of the ground where the long and 
arduous contest, in which he had been en* 
gaged, wasnowto.be decided* ^M have 
led you up those steep and dangerous 
rocks,'' ^d he, to his scalers, pointisg to 
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tbfi high wndmsasdd pie^ipice, up ^bicb 
^b^Md^iE^nlffived taooadoct tb^qij *'pnly 
^QUqk^as to 3h^w jpu the en^my within 
y«ur j€»ph. A perfidiaius enwky, wljo 
^p daii^ to iexaspec^te jrou with ih^iv 
f:rii$4ti^> hiat not to opf^ose you on open 
grounds ure now copstc^ined to meet you 
oo the ope9 plain g without r^mp^rts or eiu 
tseacbiQente tp shelter them*'' And I 
CQ^ld almpst fancy I he^ard Wm repeat ta 
them the stimvilftting mid most importani; 
warntng of the great Hannibal, pf oId> to 
Jii5 soldierfij} &» the red|>ective .«$ituation$ 
und circumaiMtnice^ of the two armies were 
- ao nearly alike^ as naturally to call it forth i 
^ Here» then* aoldiers, ypu must either 
cm^pt€r Qt \die^ th^ very first hour you 
meet the enemy ; for you there is no 
micUfe.fortune between death and victory/^ 
in the biaom of life, ajod elata with the 
hope of .A glorious triumph, the. valiant 
general thus addressed hip heroes ; and 
they, flushed with the ^me generqus ar^ 
dour, caug}it the ^< sotiUjispiriiig sound*'^ 
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But) alas^! what a change did one eventful 
hour produce ! — ^That noble, manly, active 
form, which, one hour, graced Britannia's 
valiant band, and led them on to conquest, 
lay extended lifeless, the next, on yonder 
cold and flinty rock } surrounded by some 
of his faithful companions in arms, who 
s^^ntly gave way to mauly grief, and de- 
plored the irretrievable loss. That breast, 
which glowed with enthusiasm, and patrio- 
tic zeal, in the service of his country, for 
ever ceased to throb ; that heart, which 
, beat high in honor's cause, and was the 
seat of many a noble and refined feeling, 
for ever ceased its motion; that tongue, 
which spoke forth the honorable and, manly 
sentiments of his mind, and imparted them 
to others ; that w^s so often wont to remind 
his follower of their duty to their king 
and country, and urge them on to deeds 
of valour, resigned its office ; and the souU 
the immortal part, which animated the 
whole, and directed all their operations, 
returned to the God who gave it. 
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. Bat his last breath yin resigfaed is the 
fums (tf *;tieb>i7 ;^ his. 1^ moments were 
gilded, widi gleriJsus conquest^ He had 
the C9iisolatiaii of being" sensible that his 
death, and.that of many of his brave fcdlow. 
fioldienB^ ^oSdld be productire of splendid 
AQd neyer4adtng laurels to fais anby, and 
aiiibstaottalf jg^Uxribus /adVanta^ to hh 
counti^r^ This gratifying -idea depiived 
death of its stingy and enabfecf the deVoted 
bero to resign a life> which had long been 
approprsitedtot&e service of his couhtry, 
with c3ifierfhlness' and satisHu^icMi^ 

Many a valiant British hero, besides the 
General, ibll here that day, and purchased 
the splendid Victory with their bldod. ^hey 
heard the inspiring address of their beloved 
Ccmiroander; they had a full view of the 
far-famed city of Quebec ; they gazed upon 
the pleasant and lively scenery around 
them, and probably exulted in the hope of 
soon reaping the reward of idl' their toils 
and fati^es.-i-One fatal hoar changed the 
aoene !>-^Prostrate, oh the grdvndt and 
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bathed in. blood, their ears were deaf to 

the .yet ammattt^t voice: of Uiehr leader $ 

Quebec, the object of their ardent Wished; 

and but a short distance 'from them, they 

must never, reach ; their eyes were closeil 

for I ever.' rU|xHi aU terrditrial objector; 

.aad .their hopes df ,the -^m^ietiti trtiitih 

V^ere ; to have been f ulfiiMid here, ' wei?« 

triMlsfeifred, fbrthai;pnrppse;!kl)ovef: ^^^^'> 

:... In; all probability^ ^not ^neof their boai^ 

panioi^,!wbo'sarvive4 that day, andieigogrt 

e/llj^ir I^rvUy^-etfQed tsureb, ia ilo^tn 

existencfi ,: inajay years Iwv». blapsed since 

the ef^rnai^mortiUe event occurred r the 

cani^pn-^ noisy ;'oar, thedadibf £^ins,.the 

shri}i trumpetfs sobnd, the deadly fury of 

contending enemies ; of which these jiiaims 

were that diiythe awful sctoQ, Have^ loag 

fiince^ spent tlfeir rage ; and their. fiirioiis 

actors, friends and enemies^ nowdieepiti 

peaoe. ''•::.•,.. 

I have; myself, in later year% seen tlm 
plain converted iMo the ^'-tented field^^ 
&nd oqcupied by noble bands of: Bifitain's 
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strays oyer the celebrated hesgfats^ and 
pedbm their dctlfol evolutians ; while tliajr 
seemed tp. say^ ^* dietr^ i»: our enemy; tbat'v 
we flupr eo^gi^huiiw'' Bi;it two ' or three 
yeiurs elapses wb^o sctree tme was* to be . 
found ! The trumfket of war stunmoBied 
th^m ^tQ hatUe-— often idid they cause, the 
foe to groan unddf thii jtower: oi their: arro, ' 
and iorpuch; at ' tlieir feet j bulv frequently l 
^S^gifttP ^^ the aovskAU.th^yf in tum» 
wpre cut off by d^eei9», and .nobly fell in : 
s4i}^K^ of th^. country's causer ! :' 
..Wl^en I Qiowpafa the ban»ck which they 
occi^iedf I'whjBPTie. I. so^re^iienlly saw thena 
parad$9 in all , their military vp<Msp i when 
I remembei' tha^ the plifece; thit inm ttiem 
then so iv#ll» jkQi^i.lmAo^ them ind more, I 
am deegly ^^e^fii by/the^sd^mnidfea^ of 
the 8hortj9j|Sfl[; mi -. unq^^t^liiity of human 
ii&i apd all )^9MQ .et\}oyments ; and hear- 
tily desire ^ wrfd tfato the interest I 
feelin.thfm.tA (hOse enjoyments above, 
wWch are perfi&ct in djuratiw^ as well as in 
excellence. 
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. SattirdiEiy> 8th Joly-^Mn 6«-^» Dtho^ 
had lately cmne doira from lieeds, having 
coQseilted to retui?ii there with me, he attd 
I embarked on board k tmtteau, for St. 
Nicholases Mills. While satjiiiig tip the 
rivert we wecejentertained with the i^mple 
mdody of the Canadian boat song : the 
men srag a verse, or part txf a verse, and 
were then fidlowed by the fetiisllesi who 
took up their part very readily ; aiid ^leir 
fine clear voices, keeping time with the 
motion of the oars, had a pleasing effect* 
We land^ at the.fbrry-hoasid about one 
o'dock } and at f^o pro^eed^d on our 
journey, in Mr. Q^m^-^^^^s tart; ' Tlie wfea* 
ther was so es^pesrively hot ^lit I was 
obliged to take off my coat, and fide with- 
out it. We stopped at a hoti9e, «bo&t fen ' 
milea from the ferry, whertif vifbgot tasi^ 
or rathisr a qieal, <^t served ^^ diAi^ 
and tea, consisting of roast '^geotiiH' ex- 
cellent cheese, bread and buttei, eggs aiid 
tea, &r m$te penp^ each ; add^^a fetid of 
oats f4M- the horse, ;/&iirjpiwMe'."^q - » • 
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Vfe atfived at C^— ^ about 12 b*cIock> 
to the great surprise ftnd, no doubt, an- 
noyance of the fartiily ; who, comfortably 
locked in thfe paralyzing arms of Morpheus, 
were enjoying other •* visions of the night'* 
than that of being roused from their peace- 
ful slumbers, by our most unseasonable 
intrusion, 

Monday-^In the afternoon. Miss G— — 

and I walked over to Mr. L ^'s, Wheti, 

within a slu>rt distance of the place, we 
observed a great smoke, which we could 
not exactly account for; but in a few 
minutes, wemetMissL-^— — , accompanied 
by ayoung man* that resides with the family, 
who soon set our speculations at rest. The 
former was very much agitated, and, be- 
fore we had time to enquire the cause, they 
informed us that their house had just been 
burned to the ground ; aqd that the smoke 
we saw proceeded from it. The young 
man had received a severe contusion on 
the arm, while exerting himself 1.0 save 
the property, during the conflagration. 
As they were on their way to Mr. 
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43}-**— ^s, Miss (3^— riumed iritfe t)>^ni, 

On approaching the pkoe, Mrhere, ftlH>ut 
two hoars before, the house liad Moad, a 
melaftfcholy prospect piresenteid its^H* The 
fdrniture, ti^unks, ice* that had been pre* 
served, lay scattered along the ^opposrite 
side of the road j the father of the faulty, 
an elderly man, stood in the middle of 
them, leaning over a fence; with his^ce 
towards the fields ^nd woodsy and his back 
to the scene of his misfortunes j as if the 
operaitions Of both thou^t and vision were 
more than even his manly feelings *wwe 
adequate to cope with. One 6f his sons 
was sitting on a chair, at a short distance 
from him, with his back towards him ; his 
coat off; his head supported by both hands, 
which rested on his knees ; and his 'fece 
towards the ground; apparently conceu- 
t rating the various' and conflicting emotions, 
the scattered and tumultuous feeKngs of 
the mind, into one point ; and, by giving 
due attention to their respective jarring 
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claim to tha wGeode^cj c^er him, he was 
akout tfit eMfi^ ta some iippoctant decision* 
{» th0 r^gulatioA of his future conduct* 
iJeitJbQr a^^l^ea^td ta speak a word; and 
the remains of the houa^ w^re still smok- 
ing and buroing^ with a crackling naise< 

Xhece wa&soaiethiQg.peculiarly afiecting 
in the scene that lay before me, as I ad- 
vanoadi within full view of it: I was im« 
pressed withan intem^eieeling of sym^patby 
for the distressing situation of the sufferers ^ 
and, when I reached them, I expressed my 
rog^t for the calaiojtous circumstance; 
naturally expectup^ to &id them greatly 
dfjected; I^ut I was mw^h pleaaed with 
the iQanly foirtitude they displayed upon 
tW trying occasion ; particiilarly the old 
wn^ wha gave ipe a fuH account of the 
^b^ aod commented upon it with all the 
ooipi^sure of a philosopher* 

The howe had been a temporary one, 
buill^of wood.}. and< it appeared, that the 
beam;ati the top qf the roof, which rested 
on the cbimoev^ noli being well secured. 
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had caught fire, and communicated it to the 
roof, as it was there the fire commenced. 
The son and daughter were the only per- 
sons about the house when the flames were 
first observed ; but the father and the young 
man, whose arm was injured, soon hasten- 
ed to the spot, and endeavoured to reduce 
them, but in vain : the shingles, with 
which tlie house was covered, were so 
dry that they burned like paper, and it 
was found quite impossible to extinguish 
them. 

The greater part of the furniture, &c. 
on the ground floor, was saved ; but a 
great number of valuable articles, in 
the upper apartments, were consumed. The 
loss of property was not the only bad con- 
sequence arising from this unfortunate ac- 
cident : the place was at a distance from 
any other, where the! family might 
procure lodgings, until a new house could 
be erected ; and, besides the great incon- 
venience they must experience, it was a 
most heartless occurrence, so soon aftet 
going to a new settlement* 
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Aod here a lesson of instruction nay 
also 1)6 gleanedt upon the propriety of a 
person being aware bow he builds bis 
Ju^es and expectations upon appearances, 
however auspicious; or reposes confidence 
in the security that seems to surround hio). 
While one man hears of another's ruin» 
occasioned by venturing his property on 
the dangerous and uncertain ocean ; he 
congratulates himself, perhaps, that he 
has no concern with that fatal element; 
and rejoices in his safety : while he hears 
of another being reduced to poverty, 
owing to the failure of bis agents, or those 
with whom he was connected in business ; 
he piques himself upon bis prudence in 
not trusting bis property in the hands of 
otlier men : while another aufiers severely 
jErom « great depression in the markets ; 
another by bad crops ; another by being 
dischaiiged from a lucrative situatiQn ; and 
others, from .a variety, of unfo^rtuqate cir- 
cpmstancBS, made partakers in the ca)a- 
nuities of life; be rhears all with a ppld 

» 2 
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" I*m sorry for it ;*' unmindful of bis own 
liability to fall : when, possibly, a fire 
breaks out where he little expected it j the 
whole, or a great part of ^ his secure pro- 
perty, which, perhapts, ' through neglect, 
•or from economical motives, was not in- 
sured; is reduced to its original nothing, 
ness, and vanishes into air; .and he taught 
*' to feel another's woe,*' and participate 
in the miseries that, but yesterday, could 
scarcely excite his commtsseration ; and 
which he placed at such a distance from 
'himself that they could not reach him. • ■ 

Tuesday— I took an excursion with one 
^ pf Mr. G-i— — 's sons into the woods, to 
visit the boundaries of my lots; and to 
examine three others, immediately behind 
them, that I had a view of obtaining from 
• government. When we set out, ' we di- 
rected our course towards a farm in the 
back concession, which isi settler had com- 
menced clearing; and we were guided, 
onour way to it, by. notches that he bad 
' cilt on trees, which, like Ariadne's clue, 'of 
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old, conducted us, \*ith precisioni through 
the woody matse* 

On reaching it, tve had a complete ape- 
cimen of a new settlement in America.-^- 
An opening in the wood, of a square foma, 
presented itself ; with large piles of trees, 
of various si55es, collected in different parts, 
■prepared for burning : sitlgle trees,: too 
large for drawing or piling, but black from 
having been fired, lay scattered along the 
ground, also, in several places. ThestiiAips 
of the trees were standing all through it, 
from two to four feet high j and the 
ground between them displaying itfe first 
crop, for the sustenance of man, sitiee the 
creation : this was potatoes, which had 
been planted in small hillocks, with the 
hoe, (it being altogether impracticable, to 
introduce the plough, until the roots- are 
removed,) and just appearing above the 
surface. A small cabin, built of logs,* tb;it 
served as a /temporary shelter, until the 
proprietor could erect a better, situated 
in one corner, comj^eted the scetjery of 
this lonely spot. i 
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Surely» thOi^^ I^ while takii^ a pasfsing 
view of the place, the iqaQ must be pas* 
smsed of more (hjsn QtAmnry fortitude and 
perseveraticei who can leave the bosom 9f 

.society and knproveiueDti aod, after pene- 
trating a coosiderible distance iato. a thick 

,€brest» appanently ney^r before trodden by 
ntan« bc^n, with compos^ure and determi- 
nation, to hefw otit a residence for himself 
and his posterity ! Even now, I can almost 
imagine I bi&hold hiip jiist arrived at the 
ireb which is to im the first victim to his 
rothjess hiit^het. I think I see him pause, 
f0t a (tioinent^ to take a view of his situa- 
tion ; apd^ easting an anxious glanc6 
aiioutid hinu as he $nds hi» prospect cir- 

. (rmA^ibed to a few paces ; all about him 
gljtMmy and solitary ; and, as he reflects, 
lor an instant, upon the labour and pri- 
vations he imist endure, the difficulties he 

i li9s.io.:cwtend' with, and the time that 
tuiDt^lapse^ biefore Jtie can jeap aiiy ad- 
vantl^e^-in return; I see Jbim shi^ke bis 
weary head^ and heave the dfep-^r^yn 
sigh } before he commences his arduous 
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undertaking ; while the sympathetic sigh, 
from my own breast, responds to his ima- 
ginary one, and affords relief to the bosom 
oppressed with the fancied woes of another. 

I can next imagine I see a ray of hope 
beam suddenly in his eye, and diffuse light, 
and satisfaction over his care-oppressed 
countenance : I can see him seize the keen- 
edged hatchet, and, with a firm and de* 
termined grasp, prepare for laying the 
foundation of his future ease, by felh'ng 
the stately and elegant cumberers of his 
ground* The gratifying, ample reward of 
his toil, has just presented itself, in its most 
lively and flattering colours, to his fond 
imagination j it nerves his arm i enlivens 
his spirits ; and, fortifying him against des- 
pondency and heartlessness ; while the 
silent prayer ascends to his God, now his 
only, but all-sufficient friend, for a blessing 
upon his humble undertaking ; he makes 
the forest resound with the wellii^directed, 
deep-cutting blows of his faithful axe. 

Having penetrated to the centre of the 
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unWieldy tmtik, ^hefe his cufe, at #P9t^^ 
distimt, meeti he tiiiplis tatbeoppo^ileside} 
and, after a repetitianf of his exefthAis, the . 
m^^stfc, frigfe -towering^ venerable iKotiarch 
of the VfoadfeAlst " wikfc rattling, crhckMng, 
crashing thunder dawn/* 

Attentively fixed upon Ms contfnued 
efforts, the mind is pleased in beholding^ 
what the bumble, ffeeW^ arm of maa is* 
Capable of ' eflfecting. In a short time, the 
overgrown, impenetrable forest, the haunt 
of savage beasts of pre}% is converted into 
thie smiting pkfn ^ cottages appear; and 
man, the legal, authorteed Jord of the soil, 
assumes his- sovereignty $ while hia irw 
rational and terrified subjects flee btefere 
him J and, rejecting his yoke and society, 
leave him in quiet possession of the tldmain* 

We 'left this open spot; anrf^ strifcing" 
into tlie woods, followed^ the land madts, 
atong' the beutitlaries of my lotSj fbr a 
eoMiderable disfiance ; then, fbft the 
purpose (rf viewing those behind, we ven* 
tair^d to explore* a great rangei of fbrest. 
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without any other guide than the ^mnp io 
who$e jays the thick foliage of the trees 
waa akaost iinpervious ; ^qd, afier w.and^r^* 
log throi^h it for several hours, &r my 
part not knowing in what direction, to iqy 
great satisfaction, we found ourselves, sud- 
denly at the opening whence we had de- 
j^arted. 

Shortly after our return to Mr. G— ^'s 
the weatheir, whioh, during the daj, had 
been fine, changed ; thick, black clouds 
obscured the sky, and poured dowp tor- 
j^nts of rain ; while, dreadful Ijghtnipg, in 
vivid fla3hes, played through the darkened 
air ; and, foUo\f ed by i^aost terrific thupder^ 
seeioed to threaten . ev^y thing around 
with instant destruction. 

J should be inclined to rank these phe« 
Homena of. this. country, which are cer- 
tainly most frightful, among mu greatest 
objections to it. A person, acquainted 
only with the climate of England or Ire- 
land, coidd not possibly form an idea of 
their awfulness in Canada ; and the e&cts 
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ot lightning are frequently very dreadful 
here. One melancholy instance occurred 
in Qaebec» during the summer of 1824. 
. A young military officer, who -was ex- 
tremely fond of obiserving the awful 
grandeur exhibited by it in the air, was 
standing at the window of his quarters one 
evening, during a thunder storm. His 
servant, who was in the kitchen, imme- 
diately underneath, and who had left hint 
only a few minutes before, heard a great 
noise overhead, like that of some thing fal- 
ling: he instantly ran up to his master^s 
room, where he found the former stretched 
upon the floor, a lifeless corpse ; evidently 
from the effects of lightning. As he had 
'been an amiable young man, his death ex- 
cited much regret; which was greatly 
augmented by the circumstance of ^is 
having been " the only son of his mother, 
and she was a widow." 

The magazines, public buildings, and 
houses of private individuals, who can af- 
ford it, are provided with iron conductors 
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for attracting the Ifghtoing, thereby se- 
Qorkig them BgiiinA its cffecka* AntAhct 
greatattiiioyaiice, ia tkit cousAry^ diaring 
the sammer, is the tocsaeiit caused hy the 
moBqpkom and midges,, which stii^ draad- 
futty ; ^ cOBftinen: hoine fibs ako swarin^ 
u) great nhiindMce* 

WedneadAy-^Pigeon shooting betag a 
vefyfa^onriteatmiaeatieiit inthis cott«try,at 
tUs seasofroC* the;yea3v owing to the im- 
mense flocka* with which the woods abound; 
I arose eariy, and».wstfa yoimg Mr. G»~-» 
^tiiediboth, << with intent to kiif' all that 
I ahouSdhavesafficiesit fortune or dexterity 
toi get wkhin i!eac& of.^ The pigeons were 
plentiful* consequent^ we had fine sport. 
My companion shot a^ beautifiil bird* tlie 
htue jay } neariy the size of a magpie ; 
about tW4^ ifkehes of the ti|» end of the 
lavge feathers ax)e blue, a«idfibe remainder 
of a hluiafe girey aaid white. There are 
several ireir bandsonie birds here, peculiar 
ta the country^ particolarly one of a bright 
scarlet colour, about the size of a lafrk j a 
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very showyi splendid bird ; its namei 
however, I could not ascertain. It appears 
that this species is not very numerous, as 
only one has been seen at a time in Leeds. 

From the summit of a hill that we as- 
cended, during our morning's exbursion, 
I had a very extensive view of the sur- 
rounding country. A thicic forest, of lofty 
trees, covered nearly the whole face of it ;' 
and, as I fixed my attention upon the si- 
lent and inanimate scene, I fancied I saw 
in it a lively picture of the great civilized 
world, which is animated by creatibn^s 
noblest production, man ; and that is such 
a busy, bustling sceae, but a few miles off. 

Some of the trees, as if desirous of being 
distinguished from the rest, and first to 
attract the observer's attention, raise their 
lofty heads above their more humble neigh- 
bours, and appear too haughty to hold 
any communication with them ; while, 
with their shapeless forms and gay attire, 
they seem to claim the respect of the other 
trees of the forest. 
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A Qother set, apparently stimulated by an 
equal desire for distinction ; rise above the 
multitude ; but, being rejected by their 
proud neighbours, and refusing to mix 
with those beneath' them ; are satisfied to 
remain in a kind of middle rank. 

Immediately below, is a vast collection 
of a variety of kinds ; that appear to har- 
monize pretty well together, yet seem 
anxious to outvie each other in the rich- 
ness, colour, and profusion. of their cloth- 
ing. Some bear evident tokens of old 
age and decay ; some are in the full vigour 
of growth and beauty ^ while others have 
not attained that state, but are coming 
forward, to supply the places of those 
that are shortly to fall victims to the un- 
feeling hand of time, and return to the 
earth from whiph they sprang. 

Man, who is endowed by his Creator 
with a ray of Divine light ; and to whom 
all the inferior works of creation are put 
in subjection ; comes to the forest, capa- 
ble of distinguishing the . different sorts 
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that suit his parposeft. He is no respecter 
of 6126 or kmdi he 4oe« not szy^ «< thiis is 
a tall, handsome, or good kind of tree ; I 
will leave it, and take that short, ins^ni* 
ficant one ;'' but, as they answer him, the 
axe is laid to the root, and they are hewn 
down ; old, middle-^^ged atid yovmgf all 
fall, without distinction, as Ms p«rp<»ses 
require* 

Sometimes he finds it nseful and requis^ 
to send a fire through the forest, to dear 
the land of its encumbering growth : this» 
like a pestilence, sweeps ail that it meets in 
its way ^ high jind low, Jsandsome and ugly» 
usefiil aiBd wortiile» ; all become a prey to 
the devouring, undisceming element. 

Sometimes the nging whirlwind, in its 
boisterous career, visits the forest with its 
fury : then the tall, the lofty ttee$, which» 
proudly towering above their fellows, singly 
<^r resistance to its progress^ and catch 
its most violent blasts, are indignantiy torn 
up by the xoots, and buried, in vengeance^ 
to the gmmA ; where their once beanti^^ 
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fbl tlul stately %ares «Mmlder and decay ; 
and; ixiog roiacpd to heaps of rottenness, 
disfigpure the ground, which, but a short 
thQebefi»*ei they had ornamented ; while 
tfaoM that were content to remain on a le- 
rd with the great body of their neighbours, 
without soariog beyond the regular hfei^ht, 
ftail security in their numbers ; and, by 
opposing their united foree» sucOessfuUy 
resist the shock, and find it pass harmlessly 
over their heads. 

Iti the afternoon, we visited MnG^^-^-^'s 
sugar-house, or place for prepantig maple 
^ugar ; which is merely a shed, containing 
a large boiler, and a number of barrels.— ^ 
The process of making this article, from 
the sap of the maple tree, is extremely 
simple. In the spring a small hole is made 
in the trunk of the tree, near the ground, 
into which a short stick or tube is inserted, 
prelecting two or three inches, that con* 
dncts the sap into a trough, placed under 
it. 'The sap is then collected in barrels, 
boiled to ti consistency, and put into 

o 2 
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WQpdeti shapes, where it remairis untilit 
co<^.s, when it becomes quite hard and fit 
for use. 

Immense quantities of this sugar are 
made» annually, in Canada i and it is in 
very common use among the inhabitants. 
It has a very peculiar, though agreeable, 
flavour } but is not equal to that produced 
from the cane, when used in tea, &c. 

We afterwards visited Mr. L 's manu- 
factory of potash : the process of making the 
latter is also perfectly simple* A large vat is 
nearly filled with wood ashes; into this is 
poured a quantity of water, which, . when 
sufficiently impregnated with the ashes, is 
drained off and boiled to a consistency r 
when cold, it becomes hard, and fit for 
putting in barrels, &c. 

This article, and the maple sugar, prove 
^reat sources of profit and advantage to 
the settlers, in this country; as the ma- 
terials are obtained without any expense^ 
and afibrd an ample remuneration for the 
time and trouble required in preparing 
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them. The former usually yields; at Que^ 
bee, between three and four pounds per 
barrel, and the latter from four to five 
pence per pound. 

It was peculiarly gratifying to rac to ob- 
serve the good feeling, and harmony, that 
appear to exist among the settlers in this 
new country: they consider each other 
neighbours, though separated, perhaps, 
by a distance of several miles, and are 
always ready to assist each other in any 
case of emergency.^. 

The first indispensable proceeding of 
a new settler, on coming to his farm, 
is to build a house: when be has the 
timber prepared he informs hk neighbours, 
who assemble immediately, and \ put it 
up for him. If he require the use of a 
yoke of oxen for a short time, (for oxen 
are very much used*here for labour) or any 
other little accommodation of that kind, 
he is at once supplied, until he can 
provide himself with similar articles of his 
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own. If his farm He in a back c<mces$ioo»* 
it is necessary to open a road from the main 
road to it ; the neighbours therefore as$em« 
ble with their hatchets, and perform the task 
for him in a short time. In short* they are 
ready to afibrd him any assistance in their 
power ; and this, of cmirse, lays him un^ 
derthe obh'gation of being equally kind 
and accommodating in turn, when his 
good offices may be required* Envy and 
enmity are hereby removed from the set* 
tlement, and the inhabitants united in the 
bonds of A*iendship, and reciprocal kind- 
ness. 

It is much to be lamented that such an 
immense tract <^ fine land should be lyin^ 
waste in this delightful country, which, 
with two or three years hard labour, at die 
commencement, is capable of rendering 
its possessors comfortable and independent 
for Hfe; while such a vast number of peo- 

* The GoTernment lands are cli?Med inta teclillnear 
laogeii called eoDcessions. 
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ple» in the United Kingdom^ ar6 dragging 
out a long life of hardship, toil, anxiety, 
anc^ I might almost say, skvery } for 
which they are but ba<Uy jreeompensed ; 
and are seldom better, in th^ir declining 
years than when they began. 

The lamd here, is divided into townships ; 
these di&f from the seigniories ; being 
crown lands, granted in lots, of £40 acres 
each, to different individaals ; whereas, a 
se^aiory is a traicf^ consisting of from 6 
to SO or 30 square leagues ; the property 
of one person ; and rented to tenants, ac« 
cordiisg to the European method. The lots 
in the townships, coritairid acres in breadth, 
and 37 in depth ; which is a much more 
convenient form for a &rm tlian the Cana« 
diaa plan. 

The settlers generally clear all the front 
acr«8 ^f their lots, or those adjoining the 
road^ iti the £rst iustance* They hew the 
trees down^ ooUeet. them together in great 
piles, and burn them ; th6 fire also re<» 
moves all the brush* wood, siball shrubbery. 
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&c. and clears the surface of every thing 
that would obstruct labour, except the 
roots of the trees. The first year, they 
take a crop of potatoes or barley off it, 
afnd the following one a crop of wheat* 
when they lay it down in grass, for another 
year or two, in order to allow the roots 
time to decay j they then tear the latter up- 
with the assistance of oxen, and have no 
further trouble tKan the ordinary labour. 

The expense of clearing land, and pre- 
paring it for cultivation, to those who 
choose to employ others for that purpose, 
is ii?3 per acre ; which, as well as the cost 
of labour, is abundantly repaid by the first 
crop. 

• The different kinds of wood that grow 
in Leeds are beech, birch of various sorts, 
elm, maple of two kinds, ash, iron-wood, 
so called from its remarkably hard nature, 
generally used in this country for axle-trees 
of carts, &c. rbd and white pine, cedar, 
hemlock, larch, spruce, &c? The soil is 
excellent, prodiicmg the best wheat and 
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other grain ; and limestone has lately been 
discovered in one of my lots ; which wiU 
prove of great advantage ta the township ; 
as all 4h^ lime, hitherto used iiere/ has 
been brought from Quebec. . A grist,' or 
corn^millt and sawrmill^ two miles from 
C » are also pf great convenience ta 
the neighbourhood. . , 

Thursday— The time was now Irrived 
when I must bid. a lopg. iarQwell to this 
peaceful retreat, with itll its rural pleasures. 
I felt a. considerably . degree of regret' at 
the idea ; which, however, gjaye place to 
the more pleasing one of poon . seeing my 
family and friends, from whom my separa- 
tion now began to feel long«; 

We left Mr. G — pr's at: seve« o^clock, 
and proceeded towards Quebec. Op our 
way, I bad the sat^faction to observe that, 
during my stay at Le^s, the. road had un« 
dergone considerable improvement in many 
places, which, from, having been . exces* 
sively bad, we found very good. This sud* 
den alteration, hjowever^stjrange it. may,- 
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£brr the sar&ee bejug sand)^ ^md thre bot^ 
toot hardy it is »erely oecessaryy hi or-i 
derto) make a good road herer Ho l^vel- 
anddnoait. 

'TheCawtdiaii rcw^orf appeared too me a' 
father aingiiiaff oiie» and^ perftap^ atr^abu 
trary iofringement on tha£ glbritMis and 
Justly boasted Ubei^T^ of wbicfa Columbia's 
shorn swm iiowt&e Aatire^seif: bnt as 
the apparently aggi4eved party is bimsetf 
the Tery first to derit^ benefit from it, a 
momentfs feAsGlioff will probably be suffi- 
detit . t€^ £vest It -of its tiaj^sing aspect : 
viz, every* feriBer i» obliged to keep the 
part of the raad^, bridges^ &c. next his 
l£M9d in good repaiTf and, kt case of ne- 
glect, ifi liable «o^ a penaify of ten pounds 
fbr each olfence : he k, afeo^ conipened 
t9^ the siti3»tion of aupekvisor of road^ 
tor the district, for one jreari in jiis turn ; 
vriiea it fe his duty to keep a- Tery watch- 
ful eye ever t^ieai,. and enforce the neces- 
sary repatra; and in the event of neglect 
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of duty on his part, he is also liable to a 
severe penalty, although he is allowed no 
remuneration whatever fo^ his trouble and 
loss of time. 

During the day we passed sever^il 
farms in the seigniory of St. Giles, the 
houses on whicfh were unoccupied, and 
closed up; and the fields unsown* On 
enquiring the ciEiuse I was informed that, 
in one instance, after the proprietor had 
siicceeded in clearing a considerable tract, 
and wa$ beginning to feel the benefits of 
his indostry, he was cutting down a 
tree, which, by some accidetit, fell upon 
and kiHed him. In the other cases, the 
heads of the families having had oc- 
casion to go to Quebec early in the spring, 
after the ice had broken up in the river, 
but before the latter was properly naviga- 
ble, were! under the necessity of crossing it 
in a large canoe, in which a yoke of oxen was 
embarked; these being laid down in the 
canoe, became uneasy, while at a distance^ 
from land, and, by moving violently, overset 
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it, i¥ben all on board perished, except one 
or two individuals. 

When within a short distance of the 
ferry, we heard a great noise issuing from 
a small wood before us ; and, on advancing 
a little farther, we observed, in an opening 
in it, a large new lighter, with several flags 
flying, having about twenty yoke of oxen 
attached, four a-breast, drawing it out of 
the wood, where it had been built, to the 
riven The horns of the oxen were also 
decorated with ribbons ; and from the num. 
ber of people of both sexes, assembled, and 
their satisfaction at seeing the vessel move 
along in safety^ it was evidently a matter of 
i^wsidcyrable interest in the neighbourhood. 
It was placed upon a machine made for the 
purpose, moving upon a number of low 
thick wheels; and when brought upon the 
road, along which it had to proceed about 
half a mile before reaching the river, the 
oxen drew it very steadily, aft^ without 
much difiSculty. 

We arrived at the ferry about seven 
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o'clock. Two boats ply constantly between 
this place and Quebec^ « distance of nine 
miles, for the accommodation of the coun- 
try people going to market^ travellers, &c. 
They go down the river with the ebb tide, 
and return when it flows the second time ; 
the fare for which is sevenpence halppamy 
each, ovfourpence for only going up or 
down. 

The tide serving at twelve o'clock, we 
embarked in one of the batteaux, accom- 
panied by a great number of country 
people, and proceeded down the river. 

Nature, as if lamenting the departure of 
her bright companion of the day, had cast 
aside her smiling robe of green ; and, ar- 
rayed in deepest sable garb, observed a 
pensive silence. She had lulled her noisy 
family to rest, and seemed herself absorbed 
in sleep, when we, like those who fear the 
day, and bent on secret dark design, stalk 
forth in midnight gloom, came stealing 
down the tide. Since last we glided down 
tibis flowing stream, how changed the 
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flicene ! The wood-crowned heights, in sofl- 
est verdure dad, Jiere, then, deKghtfuh 
smiled : the sheltered blooming vale, from 
every stormy Uast secure, soft opening to 
the sun, to greet his kindly, health-bestow- 
ing beams, shone bright in .varied hues — 
the expanded mead, with richest herbage 
decked, displayed a briiliant green ; the 
darker hue of nature's noblest crown^ m 
embryo tiow, as food for. roan designed, a 
modest contrast formed > extensive pas* 
lures, stored with grazing hjerds, a difierent 
shade Con>bined — a striking emblem these; 
of nature's great design in their produc- 
tion ; for, although differing wide in rich- 
ness beauty, shade»— -they all, united, yield 
one simple green, so all their products, of 
wliatever kind, to one great point converge 
-— tiie use of man. The toiling swain, op- 
pressed by mid-day sun» and vejecting cum- 
brous, dress, pursued his weary task i .the 
stately ship, with swelling canvass clothed, 
swift riding o*er the flood, to.Europe hied j 
or, still at anchor lay j her yawning mouth 
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to fill* with stores of useful wood, from 
Canadian forests hewn, to raise, in distant 
clin^es, the lofty dome^ the painted httk to 
form, and various other uses to subserve* 
The gentle stream itself, just symbol of our 
quickly fleeting time, with silvery shining 
surface ; here, ruffled by emerging rocks, 
there, smooth as ocean's breast, when not 
a breath prevails, rolled unperceived away. 
But now-^epshrcmded all were these in 
one impenetrable, sombre veil of night. No 
cheering sounds disturbed the silent air.— 
Tlie boatman's ballad, wild, such as, while 
rowing down the tide in day's delightful 
dawn, assists his ^' labouring oar," no 
more was heard : the seamap's cheerful 
song while hoisting in the freight, which, 
all day long, amused the passing ear, had 
long since ceased ; the birds, in downy 

* A ship's cargo of timber is hoisted on board throngh 
a large square aperture in the bow> a little abore the level 
of the water. 

p2 
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^ests retired, and wrapt in sleep/ relieved* 

their warbling throats ; even 

ft 

The watch>dog'8 roice tbat bmys the whispenng wind. 
And the loud laugh that tpealn the ir^U»at inind» 

alike were mute — in solemn silence all these 
various sounds were hushed. The zephyr^s 
gentle breath, expanding wide our sail, im- 
pelled us slowly on ; but even this, as if at 
length fatigued with long-protracted toil, 
and prone to join the universal rest, died 
soft away. — Our oars came next in use : 
these, gently Splashing in the quiet flood, 
urged on our sluggish bark ; and music's 
powerful* aid increased our speed apace— 
the Canadian boatman's song now sounded 
with effect: it first disturbed the peace 
that reigned around ; and, mildly falling 
on the stilly air, proclaimed our dark ap- 
proach. 

It was nearly three o'clock when we ar- 
rived at Quebec ; and, on calling at a house 
in the Lower Town, I experienced a great 
disappointment on being informed that JLhe 
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Loid Wellington bad sailed ; as I intend* 
ed to have returned to Ireland in it. 

. Before I take leave of it, however, I shall 
notice the fc^Iowing antusing instance of 
the force of prejudice, that occurred here 
one day* This ye$sel was lying near one 
of the wharfs, full rigged, newly painted^ 
and in regular sailing trim : and, being a 
very handsome model of a ship, attracted 
the attention of two English sailors, who 
had strolled down to the wharf to spend an 
idle hour. The extreme cleanliness, and 
exact regularity of every thing on board 5 
its shape, its fine %ure*head, its riggings 
and several other beauties, too tedious to 
mention, but of importance in the eye of 2^ 
seaman, deservedly elicited their enco^ 
miums in no measured strains : in short, 
they were quite delighted with it. ^t 
length one of them, going, unluckily, to 
takq a view of the stern, and to ascertain 
whether the vessel was of London, or Liver- 
pool, Plymouth, &c. happened to read, 
" Lord Wellington, of Newry !" This ope* 
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rated like a thunderclap upon the honest 
tar; and his amazement and disappointment 
suddenly broke fortli with a " Why, — my 
eyes. Bill, she's an Irish ship !'* Bill par- 
ticipated in the feelings of his companion, 
arid merely replied, with an " Is she by 
— !" when both, quite satisfied that they 
had, by that time, discovered all her per- 
fections, walked off, evidently chagrined at 
having bestowed commendation where they 
conceived it could not be desefved ; and 
reminding one of two dogs in a strange 
parish, in a large town, that, conscious of 
being no welcome visitors, hang their ears 
and tails, and slink off as quietly as possi- 
ble, in order to avoid the consequences of 
their unwished for intrusion. 

Were I to draw the national character of 
the English people from that of these 
two simple, shallow-minded, prejudiced 
seameut and pronounce them, generally, 
an uncultivated and profane people, I 
should, in their minds, aye, and, after due 
reflection, in my own too, be considered 
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weak, illibeval, arid unjust, and, therefore, 
only worthy of their pity and contempt r 
and yet, however bold and presumptive it 
may perhaps appear, I can have no hesita- 
tion, in asseiting that, although enlighten- 
ed,, magnatiidibus, great, and good, in 
many other respects, a considerable num- 
ber of them' have acted, and still continue 
to act, this weak, illiber^il, and willingly 
ignorant pari towards the Irish people. 
' That a strong prejudice exists in the 
minds of many of the English against the 
Irish, is well known to those who are ac- 
quainted with their country ; and that any 
thing bearing the name of the latter — but- 
ter, pork, linen, and a few other trifling ar- 
ticles indeed excepted, is, in their minds, 
stamped with a mark of reproach, is no 
less certain. 

Now, that this prejudice stands on an 

equaliy shallow and unjust foundation with 

mine, ;W,er€i I to form and entertain it on. 

' the grounds, just mentioned, is evident. — 

For, while Eoglatod's armies, the majority 
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of which consists of Irishmen, have car- 
ried their victorious standards from east 
to west, and from north to south ; from 
Spain to India ; from the Naze of Norway 
to the Cape of Good Hope, and from 
Baenos Ayres to Quebep, let them say,. if 
they can, that Ireland's contemptible progeny 
have ever proved a barrier in their way to 
the attainment of that great arid glorious 
object ; or, rather, let them deny, if they 
£eel warranted in doing so, that their un- 
daunted bravery, intrepidity, and persever- 
ance, have, in a very great measure, been 
the means by which it has been accoiu- 
plished. 

While her navies, t6 a considerable ^-» 
tent manned by Irishmen, have swept the 
stormy ^eas, and unfnrled her triumphant 
banners, to the dismay, and, I might almost 
say, the annihilation' of her enlemies on tlie 
foaming deep; from pole to pole^ dttd 
from the meridian of Greenwich, after a 
circumnavigation of the globe, back to the 
fiame, I defy them to assert that her glory 
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has ever been sullied by the cowardice or 
worthlessness of Erin^s sons. 

While her cabinet has, under the direc- 
tion of Providence, by its transcendent wis^ 
dom and policy, elevated two little island^ 
that, with respect to magnitude, would not 
be missed from one of the corners of some 
of the nations of the world, to the highest 
rank, nay, the pinnacle of power, of wealth, 
of glory and renown, will they venture to 
deny, that a large proportion of those lofty 
minds, whose exalted and penetrating intel- 
lects and capacities have, in a pre-eminent 
degree, graced her imperial senate, and 
guided the helm of state, have been, and 
still continue to be, natives of this long de- 
spised and vilified land ? 

While from the nature of her laws, cus- 
toms, and institutions, she has been enabled 
to diffuse intellectual light iatid improve- 
ment over a great part of tHe world, but 
more especially to open wide the field of 
science to her own highly favoured sons j 
I would ask, have not a considerable num- 
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ber of those geniuses?, who have contributed 
to this laudable object, aod whose names 
shalt deiscend to the latest posterity, with 
jeverence and admiration, been sparkling; 
glittering gems of Hibernia's emerald isle ? 

When nairth, and wit, and wine Jiave 
cheered the festive board, diffu$itig joy and 
gladness into every h^att, have not Irish- 
men been distinguished, in. a peculiar man- 
ner, for the facetious talent of " setting the 
table in a roar?"\ 

And, lastly^ though the roost important 
of ail ; while .England- has been planting 
the sacred ensign of the cross in the dark 
and benighted regions of idolatry, pagan- 
ism, and barbarity ; and superseding the 
gloom of heathenism by the vivif) ing rays 
of the gospel, of truth ; has Ireland had no 
share in the sacred work ? or, rather, has 
she not strenuously exerted herself, as far 
as her humble Jind limited capacity would 
admit, in assisting. hen sister country to fit 
out her legions of Christian warriors, for 
the purpose of dispatching them to the 
most remote and barbarous nations, to 
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«' %ht tht good fight of £iith/'aiHi extend 
the boundaries of tbe Ss^iour's kiogdom ?-«- 
Noiie, (apable of answering these interro* 
gatories, -with ootrFaotpess and impartiality, 
OHi refu»s a reply highly fiivovable to 

And, notwithstanding all these pro» 
mlnent fact^ well known to the world, 
staring them in the face, many of t^e En* 
gltsh people bvand our oountry with <infamy, 
and gtrll ask concerning it, as was a^Kient^ 
ly inquired of th« place whence issued the 
most glorious object tltst the world e'er 
saw, *^ can any good thkig come from ^' Ire* 
land ? merely because some of her lowest, 
meanest, and most degraded diildresi, re* 
duoed to that state by circumstances over 
whick they themselves conld sot possibly 
ha^B ^any control, have been gmlty of 
crioiea ami conduct, which, although of 
every day occurrence among hundreds of 
the same class of their own countrymen, 
are overlooked and forgotten ! 

Two £a^ India s^ips arrived at Quebec, 
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from China, during my absence at LeedU; 
and it was a remarkable circumstance re* 
specting thern^ that they sailed from Canton 
together, parted company in a day or two, 
and did not meet again until they arrived 
off the Cape of Good Hope, which both 
came in sight of on the same day. They 
separated again very shortly ; and saw 
nothing of each other until they put into 
St. Helena together. They Ig^ that island 
in company, and, parting the first day, did 
not meet again until their arrival in Que- 
bec, where both anchored on the same day^ 
one but a few hours before the other, and 
were moored valong side of each other, at 
the same wharf. 

Friday— I strolled down to the river 
side, to enjoy the 'sight of the shipping, 
steam-boats, &c. The weather was delight-^^ 
ful; the river calm, unruffled, and, like an 
immense mirror, reflected the various ob* 
jects on its surface. Immediately off the 
wharf on which I was standing, and at no 
gre^t distance, lay his Majesty's ahip of 
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war, ■■■ at anchor ; full rigged, steady, 
and immoveable as a castle : a noble sight 
to every member of the United Kingdom, 
who has the honour and renown of his 
country at heart ; and who, reflecting on 
its history, remembers how much he, m 
common with his fellow-subjects, is indebt* 
ed to the navy of England for many of the 
advantages he enjoys ; and the great share 
it has had in protecting and advancing the 
best interests of the nation. I always de- 
lighted in the sight of an English vessel of 
war ; ■ and I gazed, with rapture, on this 
part of the " wooden walls of old England/* 
That ship, thought I, contains a number 
of those Britons, who are no less renowned 
for their transcendent valour and disci- 
pline in combat, than for mercy and com- 
passion to a conquered enemy. There are 
men who, during the very heat of battle, 
would, no doubt, as some of their predeces- 
sors have already done, venture their lives, 
to snatch some of their perishing enemies 
froiQ a watery grave, even though exposed 
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to destruction from the fury of the yet m- 
vaoquisbed part of thdr foes« * 

While I was exulting in tbts delightful 

reflection^ vhkh kindled in my breasfc a 

warm feeling for those generous spirits^ and 

afibrded me a lively satisfaction, in being 

able, from belonging to the country which 

they adomed and protected, with rapture 

to say, *^ these noble fettows sore my* comi^ 

trymen," I observed a boatv in which 

were some officers and ladies, proceeding 

from the vessel towards the shore» and 

evidently steering for the slip, near^whoch 

I happened to be standing at the moment. 

The military and naval uniforms are always 

attractive objects in the eye of the multi* 

t\ide : as the boot approached^ thetfefore^ 

many people, who were upon the wharf^ 

hurried to the spot, in order to gratify their 

curiosity with a nearer view of those in it. 

In a few minutes it reacbed the slip, whea 

two ladies, and two officersy one militarj 

the other naval, landed from it The naval 

officer accompanied his friends to the upper 
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part of the wharf, where he took leave of 
them, and returned to the boat, into which 
he leaped ; and had scarcely resumed his 
seat, when he cried out,, in a very authori« 
tative voipe, to the man in the fore part of 
it, " shove off!" The man of course obey- 
ed ; but just as the boat was moving off, a 
gentleman of the officer's acquaintance 
walked down the slip ; the boat wasthere- 
. fore brought along side, in order to take 
him on board. When seated, ** shpve off'L'* 
in a very commanding voice, was reite- 
rated. Thetman, as far as I CQuld judge, 
went about e)cec<3>ting the order as prompt- 
ly as possible y but, notwithstanding^ he in 
a moment received ' another salute of 
** shove off I what the h-ll ere you about, 
you sir ?" in a most harsh and unfeeling 
. manner. There was a considerable number 
of people on: the wharf f and, no doubt, the 
man felt the seveidty of the eicpression, as 
it was ealealated to sink hin» stilt lower in; 

the estimatioaof the spectators^ from being; 
i42r 
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oMiged to endure, passiretyi uam^fited re- 
fbiike; while, according to my itupr^Mon 
^^ the moment, the other comidered be 
•raised himself ii^ their eyed, by displaying 
' Mch a vast superiority o?ef him* 

And had his conduct realty this ei^t ?— - 
Not on Mty mind. Instead of increased re- 
spect, I could only feel eontempt for the 
man who, to flatter his vanity, cou)d trifle 
with the feelings of a feltow creature, in- 
capable, from his situation, and ciltium- 
stances in life, to repel undeserved asperity. 
If he can derive satisfaction from stwh a 
sonrcev thought I, let him enjoy it ; I envy 
not his feelings ; but be suck pleasure for 
ever a stranger to my breast. 

This is not the only instance of this aort 
of cotiduct that I have witnessed in men 
possessing authority in the navy, &c. 
I apprehend it is too common ; and I could 
not exdkide from my mind tb^ kieonsb- 
tency of those who could treat a fiUlen 
eneitiy with kindness and attention, amd yet. 



Digitized by VjjOOQ IC 



181 

to gratify the pride of their hearts^ can 
wantonly sport with the feelings of their 
own coontrymen* But, 

A link rale, a liUk sway, 
A sttabeam m a winter's day, 
Is M tbe proad and mighty bare 
Between tbe cradle and tke grave. 

SaUirday*^ix or seven vessels arrived, 
from Ireland, with a great number of emi- 
grants, who were brooght over at the ex- 
pence of Government, and destined for the 
upper parts of Canada. Settlers of this 
description are provided by Government 
with a certain portion of land, provisie 
for themselves and families for one year, 
implements of husbandry suitable to the 
coimtry, and conveyance free of expense, 
to the place of their destination ; upon 
condition of their occupying and improv- 
ing their laad^ but tliey are not furnished • 
with deeds of the grants until they have a 
house ^ected, and a stated number of 
acres, twelve, I believe, cleared. When 
they httvefuMIted these conditions they re- 
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ceive title-deeds of their lots, which coi>- 
stitute them, and their posterity, sole and 
independent proprietors of them; Jree 
from every charge whatever ;^ large tracts 
being reserved in different parts of the 
country for the clergy, in lieu of tithes. 

It is much to the disadvantage of Canada 
that the great majority of the emigratits to 
it are persons without money ; which, of 
course, retards theprogress of improvement, 
of which it is so very susceptible, and 
keeps them for a length of time compara-^ 
tively poor : whereas, if the head of each 
family possessed only a few hundred 
pounds, to enable him to clear fifty or sixty 
acres in the first instance, and labour and 
stock ft, he would find himself so surround- 
ed by comforts and conveniences of almost 
every kind, in two or three years, as to 
c luse him to regret that he had remained 
in England, Ireland, or Scotland so lofig. 
I feel no hesitation whatever in asserting, 
that an industrious man, acquainted with 
agriculture^ with three or four hundred 
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pOQBds at the outset, would, ia two or three 
y&um^ with proper management, find hinself 
po$sea$ed of advantages and comforts that 
twelve or thirteen hundred pounds would 
iK>t, under ordinary circumstances, a&rd 
Itim in his own country. But the natural 
fondness for their native land ; or, perhaps, 
a more powerful motive, an aversion to 
change, when attended with any degree of 
uncertainty, keeps at home, in poverty and 
misery, those who might enjoy, in Canada, 
indqfmadence^ peace and abundance* 

Sunday,. 17th July-*-Just as I reached 
Mn B.'s gate, on my way to church, a dog, 
belongii^ to one of the neighbours, suppos- 
ed to be mad, stopped very near me, for the 
jHxrposeof resting after havingbeen pursued. 
The owner came up, but it did not run when 
he approached* He said he believed it was 
in a rabid state, and offered it a bit of bread, 
which it refused. The man's wife came run- 
ning to us, and a little boy, of eleven or 
twelve ye«irs of age, came also. We, very 
foolishly, stood round the dog, and were 
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conversing respecting the probability of its 
being n)ad» when, in a moment, it sprang 
upon the little boy, and lacerated his leg 
an'd foot in a dreadful manner, before it 
could be killed : this, however, was effect-* 
ed in a short time, and an end put to its 
career. 

And here I considered I narrowly escap* 
ed one of the most dreadful deaths to which 
mankind are exposed. My foot was, per- 
haps, touching the animal at the moment, 
and it might as well have caught hold of 
ine as the boy, but that it was not' agree- 
able to the will of that gracious Providence, 
whose almighty arm has still been extend- 
ed over me for good ; and, perhaps, not 
conducive to the perfection of the great 
scheme of creation, in which it is neces- 
i;ary that ** one shall be taken, and the otheF 
shall be left." 

I was deeply impressed, by this circum* 
stance, with the necessity that exists of 
being constantly prepared to quit this tran* 
iitory scene ; seeiugthat we haow not the 
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moment, nor the shape in which, the grim 
messenger may appear and strike the fatal 
dart It appeared to me a forcible warn* 
ing to the young in particular, not to trust 
in their youth, nor consider it a sufficient 
safe-guard against the approach of the 
grisly monster, to induce them to put the 
evil day afar off. 

In the regular course of events one 
\f^ould naturally have concluded that the 
boy would have been the last of the little 
group to be called hence j and yet, in a 
most unexpected moment and manner, he 
^rst received the summons. I fancied I 
heard the voice of wisdom in it, crying 
aloud, •* be ye also ready, for ye know not 
the hour when the son of man cometh !" 

The Canadians train up their dogs to 
draw carts and sledges } and it is both 
amusing and surprising to observe what a 
large load a good dog will draw. They 
are regularly harnessed like horses, with 
the exception of winkers and bridle, which 
a|*e not used j a lo^g strap or cord, fasten-^ 
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t^ at ooe esd to the u^er part of tbe ooU 
lart semag fwr a long rein ; iwhacfa, how^ 
evw, 18 not necessary far giiidtng the dog, 
as he perfectly uniastaiids tbeTeri)al4:om« 
mauds of the driver. I have been rapeaEk* 
edly informed by credible fiersons, that in 
Upper Canada they have seen ibar dogs 
drawing a large fishing net, with a man on 
the top of it, several miles together 
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In AugBst, 18 IS, I embarked at Quebec, 
with my mother aftd fkmily, on board a 
small sloop, for Montreal, on our way to 
Kingston, Upper Canada, to join my father, 
who was there at the time with his regi- 
ment. We found this mode of conveyance 
extremely unpleasant, owing to there being 
a great number of passengers on board ; 
but were under the necessity of adopting 
it, a9 the only steam-vessel at that time in 
llie St. Lawrence was undergoing repair.-— 
The wind being favorable when we sailed, 
we soon arrived at a bay, about 45 miles 
up the river, called Port Neuf; a place 
where ships are frequently built $ and 
&mous as a resting place for vessels going 
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up the river ; being situated at the foot of 
a very rapid part of the latter, up which 
they cannot proceed without a very strong 
and fair wind. Here our breeze forsook 
us, and changing to a contrary direction, 
obliged us to come to an anchor. In the 
evening llie clouds began to collect, and 
soon gave indications of severe weather ; 
and about ten o'clock we experienced a 
dreadful gale, accompanied with the most 
appalling thunder and lightning. These, 
under any circumstances, are terrible in 
this country, as I have already remarked ; 
but inconceivably more so, situated as we 
were at the time ; our vessel being laden 
with ammunition. Every flash seemed the 
messenger of our destruction, every peal 
thundered additional terror into our quak- 
ing breasts. About twelve o'clock the rain 
fell in torrents, and caused the. wind to 
abate ; which, with the thunder and 
lightning, in a short time subsided alto- 
gether, to our inexpressible relief and 
satisfaction. We were detained, at this 
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place about ten days by contrary winds^ 
but) at length, these proving favourable, 
vre were wafted up this beautiful river. 
The first day we reached Three Rivers, a 
small town on the north bank of the St. 
Lawrence ; deriving its name from a river 
near it, which is divided into three streams 
by two islands, where it falls into the St. 
Lawrence. This river presents a remark- 
able natural curiosity. It is called the 
Black River, from its water being of a 
dark colour: and where it joins the waters 
of the St. Lawrence it does not appear to 
intermingle with them, as would naturally 
be supposed, but comes in. contact with 
them ; and the two wftters appear as clearly 
defined as any two hard substances, of 
difierent colours, joined together. 

The following day we arrived at Montreal, 
,a large, populous, and well-built town, plea- 
santly situated on the north bank of the 
St. Lawrence, near the foot of a mountain, 
from which it. derives its name. It ap- 
peared tq great advants^e upon this.oc- 
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cftsiDn, as lire approacfaed it. Th^ spii'w 
afid roofs of the churches, and the roofs 
of the other public buildings^ and bouses 
of wenhhy indifidoals, are covered with 
tin, which, owin^ to the dry nature of the 
atitiosphere in this doontry, does ihA rust* 
The glittering a{)|>eilraiice of these, while 
the sun is shifting upon tbem, hai a brilhant 
effect, and gives a Canadian town a very 
novel and striking appearance to tlie eye of 
a stranger. 

The public buildings of this towa are of 
a very respectable description, with respect 
to size and appearance, and reflect great 
icredit upon the mhabitants ; consisting of 
a latge French (R« C) cathedral, and se- 
veral chtirches ; two lumneries; '% large 
college, rrchly endowed } an Etiglish (Epis- 
copalian) obmeh ^ a Presbyterian dutrch ; 
an indepaident chapel^ court4»onse, gaol, 
exte^i^^ and ei^cetlent barractk^ and one 
dfthe hand^ovAe^t tnoi^utnentis, to the nfie- 
fliory of the btsMt N^bon, that I femetnber 
to hivt aver sesfi^ It is a pldin found i^lr 
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lar, standing on a square pedestal ; one side 
of which contains an inscription! the other 
three representations of the battles of Co- 
penhagen^ the -Nile and Trafalgar.^ The 
workmanship of these, pleased me exceed- 
ingly : the vessels are of plaister of Paris, 
in many instances nearly half the length 
projecting, with the roasts, yards, rigging, 
guns, &c. exquisitely formed. The pillar 
is surmounted with a full length figure of 
the gallant hero. 

Montreal is a very flourishing commer- 
cial town, owing principally to its local 
situation } being the nearest mart in Lower 
Canada for the produce of the United 
States, with which the inhabitants carry on 
very considerable trade in time of peace ; 
and also being situated at the upper ex- 
tremity of that part of the St. Lawrence 
that is navigable for ships, &c. as this river 
becomes quite shallow here ; consequently 
the European, East and West India mer^ 
chandize used in the upper province is^, 

&2 
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&€ the m6ftt part> purclnised faefe» and CMi* 
Tejyed lipwards io bdats^ 

Tbe ebvirbns of this town are nctaali/ 
b^eftutiful Atkd liicturesf 6^ ) {>f eseattf^ ^e- 
gant eeate bud JInprovted grdundfi^ torn- 
fortmbb viHagbSy rural bottages, a nobte 
river^ embdlisbed with islands, sbips^ and 
deligfatful scenery^ a loAjy mouBtiimi With 
wO0d-<cfOWu0d heights towering to the 
clouds i JQ shoit ^very thiig requisite tb 
beautify and perfect the landscape 

In a ft^ days Greneral HuU'a artoy, 
whibh bad been cdptAred by General Biock 
at Dfetrbit, arrived^ as prisoners of War^ at 
La Chinei a village nine miles tho^ Moti- 
treal $ and as I Ailt a stroAg desire to see 
tbenn I iset otitt with my bbMfae^ and a gem- 
tleman of the 49th r^ment^ to meet 
thetn« On our wis^y we met a «alaah# In 
which we had the unexpectlsd sattsfactifan 
to recognise my &tber tod the CSoloo^ of 
his reij^ei^ who had ^ome down frdm 
Kingfi^ton^ attached to tii« e»c<at of the 
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pri80»ert; the latter having the coflftma&d. 
We returned to town with tbtw^ and about 
iiine o'clock in ibe evening we had the 
pleasure ^ witnessing the arrival of tlie 
first ft*uitsof tbi&,u«eless^ and too disastrous 
war% I was a ver^ yout^ boy at the time ; 
aad» having been born and brought up in 
the army^ it is natural to suppose that my 
ideas raa ear^y upen military exploits*-^ 
Sceaes of war^ conquered eseoiies^ &c« 42ad 
long been familiar to me in idea, but in 
reali^ bad aiw^s been remote from me } 
luad I had been in the habit, when thinking 
of a foreign enemy, to picture to n^ mind 
something tery unlike what I had dai\y 
before my ^^» Upoti this occasion, how* 
ever« I witnessed th6 teidity; and my 
y^odtl^ttl hearty bi^ with w^tlike dcfai^ve- 
teenti^ and «bo inconsiderate to sympathise 
in HHsfoltunes lOf this description, trium* 
phantly tovibed in the eight of a fallen 
^ttemyw I mliirt iconfbss that thn first spe- 
cimen wa% fiDtti thieir Very indiflfereftt ap- 
pearance, compared with that of our welt 
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organized and appointed troops that escort- 
ed then)) calculated to confirth the con- 
temptible opinion I had always formed, 
though upon childish, and^ consequently, 
erroneous principles, with respect to my 
country's foes. Though after a long jour* 
ney, as prisoners, it is natural to suppose 
that their appearance was not very bril- 
liant ; yet it was evident, from its shabbi- 
ness, that their appointments had not been, 
atany time, of the most splendid description* 
The band of the 8th regiment march- 
ed at the head of them, playing the welt 
known air, ** Yankee Doodle :'* General 
Hull, a venerable looking old gentleman, 
and his son, with the. other officers, in ca- 
lashes»followed the band ; and were succeed- 
ed by the soldiers, guarded on either side by 
a rank of our own troops.. As it was dark 
when they reached the town, the streets 
they passed through were quite illuminated 
by numbers of candles, held out from the 
windows of all the houses, which wepe 
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«rowdidd wilfh pe.Qp}e assembled to Witne* 

llioiigb out of place, I shall here avail my- 
self 6f the occasion to nnfentioa the follow- 
ing little droumstaiK^es. While at school in 
tbisr tovroj at a subsequent period^ my com- 
panions and I were in the liabit of going 
into, the woods^ on a half-holiday, in au- 
tuiftdn fof the purpose of gathering nuti, 
with ^hieh they abound ; and upon those 
Qcc^tofl^ we frequently discoViftred 3Quif- 
reb': nests i these generally proved greit 
pri^esi as they were well stored wiUi all tlie 
variety of nuts this place afforded, which 
the poor Itttle animals had» at the eipence 
of much time and labour, Carefully laid up 
as tiieir winter stock. As a variety io our 
enjoyment, which these seizures afforded 
lis time to indulge in^ we used to amuse 
oUrselires, by trlimbing up the young birch 
traei^ irtiich grow very tall, slender and 
plUnC: when at the top we held fast with 
the ha^ds, and swinging ourselves into the 
nr» doctnded tb the groand; the tree 
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bending all the way down. This, although 
a very pleasant amusement, was a very 
dangerous one, as the trees are sometimes 
unsound ; and, in such cases, liable to 
break j to the great danger of the person 
descending. An instance of this kind oc« 
cured to me upon one oecasion; when 
nearly halfway down, the tree broke, and 
T came in contact with the ground with so 
much violence that I almost broke my 
back. This, however, was not sufficient to 
deter my companions from the sport ; nor 
even myself, for as soon as I recovered my 
senses, and felt the pain subsiding^ Pre- 
sumed it with as much avidity as before. 

A remarkable instance of the sagacity, 
and faithful attachment of the dog, ocdur* 
red at Montreal, during one of the winters 
I resided there. A Canadian was crossing 
the St. Lawrence on the ice, accompanied 
only by one of those faithful animals; and 
unfortunately stepping upon a hole that 
was but thinly frozen over, fell through, 
and was instantly hurried away by the rapid 
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stream. The dog, avoiding the fatal snaret 
exhibited great signs of distress at the sud- 
den disappearance of his master, and howled 
piteously over the hole for some time ; but 
finding that useless, he ran to the shore as 
fast as possible, and endeavoured to induce 
some persons whom he met to accompany 
him to the hole. When these, either not 
understanding his signs, or unwilling tO: 
trouble themselves, refused to go with him, 
he returned to it in great distress, howled 
over it again for a considerable time, then 
hastened to the shore once more, where by 
his importunity, he at length succeeded in 
inducing some persons to accompany him. 
On their reaching the spot they could easily 
discern, from the appearance of the ice, and 
the motions of the dog, what had happen- 
ed ; but the unfortunate man was, in aH 
probability, many miles from the place at 
the tim^ Seeing that all was over, they 
wished to take the dog with them, but he 
strenjuously refused to go, and on the fol- 
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lowing mornbig he wm faimd ut the edge 
of the hole, frozen to de^th. 

An amusing artifice in pigeon atpQOtingis 
pt Mtked here. Akindofladder^eoasttadU 
ed of boaghs, ^tifflciendy large to admit of a 
considerable is^imber of pigeons reatiqgupen 
it» IS pkeed irf an oblique direction on Ibe 
top of a tree, at the edge of an opentug in 
the wood ; and, at a convenient distanceafid 
situation, aluit is erected, also of boughs, in 
which the ibwler con^eala himself. The 
ladder, from its convenient form for perek* 
ing close together upon, a practice the 
pigeons are very fond of, atti*acts tho iatter, 
and when lodged upon it, jtbe fowler fires 
thi'ough a small aperture in the ilde of the 
hut ; and, the direction of the ladder being 
favourable to his aim, he makes great havoc 
among them. It is not uncomoion to see 
two persons, when returnii^g home from 
the morning's sport, carrying the spoil be- 
tween them across a long -stick, the birds 
being fastened together- by the bills in a 
curious manner. 
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"Tbe troops ibeing Teady to proceed up 
'the couiitry in afewdays^ we left Mon- 
rtreal and went to La Ohine^y >land, where 
^ number of batkeaux ^were reaiiy for our 
reception. We embaifked in these, each 
having ^twelve soldiers and two Canadian 
^pilots on board, and oommenced our jour^ 
•ney. We found the countty, as we passed 
along, thickly inbdbited and' well cultivated, 
and I ivas' delighted with the beauty of the 
river, which expands bere to a considerable 
'breadth, and is variegated with islands, 
generally covered -with wood. 

In the afternoon we arrived at a place 
called'the Cedars, ftom the number of trees, 
<Jf that species growing in the neighbour. 
hood* The river, at this place, is extreme- 
ly rapid and shallow, which renders it ne- 
cessaiy to unloadthe boats at the foot of 
the rapid, « and convey the cargoes by land 
• to the head' of it. Just as ourbatteaux were 
brought into a small bay, for this purpose, 
we observed ihe fragments of an immense 
raft that had been floating down the river. 
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• and by some accident had been separated 
by the violence of the water, which foams 
up in a frightful manner. The rafl was 
completely shattered, and its parts disper- 
sed in all directions. 

Carts were provided to carry the bag- 
gage to the head of the rapid, and, through 
curiosity, I remained in the boat, in pre- 
ference to going by land. 

Those only who witness them can form 
an adequate idea of the hardships and pri- 
vations that soldiers undergo, particularly 
on journies, in foreign countries j and this 
mode of travelling afforded a tolerable spe- 
cinien of some of the luxury pf a soldier's 
life. Upon this occasion, after rowing hard 
the greater part of the day, they were oblig- 
ed to draw the boat after them for a distance 
of two miles, by means of a long rope, and 
they walking along the shore, sometimes 
above the knees in water, while the pilots, 
one in each end, with long poles, kept it free 
from the shore. I was frequently surpris- 
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ed, daring my journey, at the patience and 
good temper manifested by the soldiers, 
under circumstances certainly not ill cal- 
culated to excite murmuring. One in. 
stance, in particular, I shall not readily for* 
get. Our boat grounded at the bow upon 
a smooth shelving rock that lay concealed 
under the surface of the water, and all the 
efforts of the crew to shove her off by means 
of poles, oars, &c« proving ineffectual, one 
of the soldiers very coolly leaped into the 
water, up to his breast, with his clothes on, 
and applying his shoulder to the bow, set 
her afloat, then jumped in, and remained 
in that state .until the evening, when we 
landed for the night. My father gave him 
a glass of brandy on his getting into the 
boat, which probably operated as a preven- 
tive against any ill consequences, but L 
should have certainly considered this suffi- 
cient to destroy any ordinary man, 

A few days after, we arrived at another 
rapid, called the Long SauU from the great 
rapidity and violence with which the water 
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f ufthe& ctown t it is the longest aiktl mort 
Mghtfai in the whole rw^r. Heee tlte 
eperatfon of dravidtig ap the boats by me% 
ia the usiud way,, being: znpraclieatd^ 
owing to the extreme IwceafftbecwMttt,; 
a capstan^ socbasisused onhoarcLofishipfl^ 
fixed o» a wbaarf at the head of themasl 
violent potft(^ the rapid^, is used for that 
purpose'* 

This: i$ a porticalairly dangerau» piacc^ 
and many melanchoij? aecideats bavet oc* 
curred here:: ocie of which happened whSe 
we were m Upper Canada/ A numbed ef 
boaits were going dbwifi the meiv and two 
of thenii having some soldiers of the 10th 
veftefvaa barttalion on bo&rc^ eithes from bad 
management, or some other caai&e^ oiv!ei*set» 
a/nd every 9oul on* board periafaed>«-*<isattli« 
«ance from the shore being^ altogether out 
of the question. 

It is genieraily affirmed aan) bdiered In 
Upper Canada^ and from my own; expe- 
rience I have no reason to doubt the assert 
tton, that tbe common rat is not to be 
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found above this rapid. It is rather a sin-* 
gular circumstance that this particular spot 
should be their limit ; and although fre« 
quently desirous, I was never able to as- 
certain the real cause of it being so. It is 
supposed that the climate of the upper pro- 
vince is not congenial to them, but that this 
is the true cause of their absence I consider 
doubtful : it is certain they are much too 
numerous immediately below this place. 

One^day, while passing a small American 
town called Hamilton, situated on the U« S. 
side of the river, it being apprehended that 
the Americans intended to attack us, the 
greater part of the soldiers were put under 
arms on shore> as it was necessary to draw 
the boats at that part of the river. The 
town is situated on the bank of the St. 
Lawrence, apparently very neat and com- 
fortable. In the afternoon the boats were 
collected in a small bay ; the men, as 
usaal» making fires on^ the shore, preparing 
their food, and making the best arrange- 
ments possible for their shelter and accom- 
s 2 
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XB^ji^iifm difring th^ mglMr We topk u^ 
Qur qfip^jteTai ip a fari^ bof^ae^ accor4iQg to 
our general practice, w^eii there was dq 
inn in thp !ri9ighl]K>urhopd. 

Aboujt si:;c q^fiiqck t^e ^lio^jing n^rmng 
we embarjj^ed jn the b<^tpau$, aafl procee^^ 
ed on our waj. It w^s one of those, mpri)- 
ings in the month of iSi»ptenibprt when eyeij 
thing in nature con^ires %q ejLCfit^ in th^ 
breast c^ man sensations of raptvrpii9 4^- 
iight. The rivef, e:$paiiding to a consi- 
derable breadth, clear a9 cr3ratal» fttill a3 thp 
grave, and rejecting on its pellucid bosom 
the various beauties with which nature 9»^ 
art had embellished its irregul#rly mn^^$ 
margin, presented a sprfticjs that ^ wbjte 
robed '' innocence herself iQight have jusf- 
ly claimed as her chaste and peaceful em- 
blem: several beautiful islands scattered 
through it, covered to the edges wil;h filt4(e^ 
trees, whose nicely varied foliage and in- 
tertwinipg branches defied every attempt 
of the most scrutinizing eye to perceive the 
ground from which they sprang^ attracted 
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And charmed the e^ger g»2e of the behold* 
er } w^l^ th^ fr«^raot eiscbalatipns af the 
spTKce, th^ cedfVTj the pjpe» i^c. perfumed 
the air wif^h their balmy sweets : the nipi- 
ble 9qi)irri^}s^€UrtJDg from branch tp br^qht 
and fvQu^ tree Xq tree, with wpU-directed 
spipg9f astP^iisbed th^ admiring apect;9t(>r 
with their agility : the fes^hpred sopg6ter3 
of the grove, carolling their morning lays 
in wild and unstudied hs^rmony, seemed 
anxious tq vie wit^h each Qther» by the 
force and melody ^f their notesf^ in charm- 
ing the Strwgpr'ft ejir j wliile the wood- 
pecker^ as if envipus of the success of h^s 
mpre musicftl companions^ or desiroqs of a 
iqpre than equfil share of the listener's at- 
tention, m^ie the woods and groves re- 
spuiid w^th hi9 q^uicjc ^d constant tapping 
on tl\9 " bpUpw beech tree.'* Peace, and 
hs^ppiness se^no?^ impresised upon every 
siirrpvip,ding object, apd i^s^ture smiled 
aerei^e or nature's fayojurite-r-man. 5ven 
Britain's conqueriq£[ b^^ner^ so wont to 
H^ve in ^^Ugiity ^riiiW|)h o'er it? native 
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*^ watery wsty, " as if unxviHing to mar the 
pleasing serenity that prevailed by asso- 
ciating even an idea of war's alarms, hung 
in listless folds down along the staff that, 
reared upon the stern, distinguished the 
commanding officer's boat. But oh, how 
like this' vain, uncertain, and delusive 
world! in which 

The brightest things below the skies 

Shine with deceitful light :* 
We should suspect some danger nigh 

Where we possess delight I 

Ere that sun which, in gilding the moun- 
tain tops, and shedding his mild eflRiIgenoe 
o'er the lowly regions of the plain, was dis- 
pensing light, and growth, and beauty 
around, had even assumed his more scorch- 
ing splendours of the noon, many an eye 
that beamed with delight on this enchant, 
ing morning scene, was closed in long and 
darkest night !— Thus apparently encircled 
by tranquillity and peace, the storm of war 
was brooding at hand ! 

We had proceeded up the river about 
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tw0 hiMurs^ wheo, wtthiba short dirtttieeofi 
a. nurow ptMug^ bettween a» iabndaadi 
the miKHk laadu tftnou^it wftich we. imi^ 
pasa^ ose of the capAatna of the rogimftnt, 
wlio was in. the foremast hatteau^. imagine 
aJ he aasr somethiBg like & Durham' boat^ 
a. kkidef large Ibmt that the AmevicaiB^ 
essdudi^ly, are w the. habit of oaing^ at the 
xif^fus' fBBBst of the! straits ) 

This beinj^ radier a. sospiciuma oirtvmh,, 
stance^ ha ocdetedi the men^ to cease from 
nPiriaj^^. iaottdsr to taie a better view with 
hist spyw^-giassy ^Ausn he discovered that 
kfii GMijectnce was right, and rasenfcioiiedi ilt 
t0 TBfy fatlksv who was m tinei next boat. 

WhMe Aef were deHberatkig upon tlie 
sufagectv and waiting- for the other batteatex 
toi eomtt! «pi a Canadiaffi> was observed in a 
eanoe* coming from behind the lower part 
of the isknd, paddling with afllf his might, 
awdf crying to ii» that there were Ameri- 
caaa ou the ii^aod. This confirmed the 
smpieiens j sffdf the> boaftfr were ordered to 
the shores that the soM4ers might be dis^ 
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embarked. A body of Americans had 
posted themselves behind some trees on the 
island^ with the view of intercepting our 
passage ; and when they observed us mak- 
ing for the shore, they immediately dis- 
charged a volley of musquetry at us. We 
hurried towards the land as fast as possi- 
ble ; but, when about twenty yards from 
the edge of the water, the boats grounded, 
and could be brought no nearer. 

As the balls were flying about us, per- 
forating the sides of the boats, dropping 
into the water in every direction, and 
threatening instant desytruction to all on 
board, great confusion prevailed ; and' as 
soon as it was observed that the boats could 
not advance to the shore, our only alterna* 
tive was to leap into the water, and make 
the best of our way to it. The scene, at 
this time, was certainly most ludicrous : a 
complete comic representation of the land- 
ing of Caesar in Britain. . The recollection of 
it has often afforded me amuseinent since, 
but I tnust confess that, at the time, I con« 
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sidered it no laughing matter. As our boat 
was at the upper end of the division, I had 
a full view of the whole detachment : men» 
women, and children apparently desirous to 
Outdo each other in dexterity in getting on 
shore; some up to the knees in water, 
driving it before them like ships in full 
sail i others dashing in and making it fly 
about them on all srdes } women scream- 
ing, children bawling, officers command- 
ing ; but all endeavouring to get out of 
reach of the shot as fast as possible. 

There was a curious old woman in our 
boat, wife of one of the soldiers, who dur- 
ing the confusion, happened to strike her 
elbow against the side of the boat ; and 
finding the balls flying about her pretty 
thick, she was certain she had been wound- 
ed, and therefore cried out most lustily 
« oh, I'm shot ! Tm shot !" One of the 
soldiers, supposing it was really the case, 
very seriously enquired where, when she 
showed him her elbow, which was red with 
the blow, crying, and shouting piteously. 
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^ 4be^3(K4iile, -^^ob, tiaed Imdc te tin Vwai^e 
!fMclil8» ih&f^^ ^dme ^my ^! I'n stet ! 
.P4n shdtt^ ^Thd soldier, fnotwktetiandif^ 
vi^fitig'oii«tfiii9tanaes^ m«ifM not b^ip ^. 
|)Oyi»g her imagnnry iM^otttine» and iffl- 
Medintely t^iefplied, ^< f^ifb> M«|)ty, -^Kiu're 
idme itd%e7^tlre'cfffougb, but y^u^ad better 
get ^dbore' K& iki^t as y^m <c«n;" 

Th^e iras iils^ ia ^ladj^, >f ife ^fiaii <effficer 
id Kfitfgfttoti, in otir %i^t, ^ilfe my another ; 
^amd tfs she had been in a delieate state of 
health #br mm^ time, JshewasutiM^tling, aot- 
^hstatnding'tbe iomfftiidttt daHf>ger>ehftt^^^^ 
rounded bw, to venture into «be water, if 
:8he oould p^ossibly avoid it« While hes^- 
ting, an dfiioei' in the \mx boat obsei^ing 
her sitaation, ^^ameito ber,and requested her 
to get upon hi«}bak^k,^in oi^r that he mi^bt 
earry^herHotbelatidt^whi^ -She gladly ecfn- 
48^ted ^to. They ^iere both piar^oiila^ly 
stoat, bulky pecfple ; and they bad notpro- 
;€ieeded 'far until ^the'tifficfer, owing to his 
iheiVy 'but^dtt, stfnk to 'deep in the noft 
•mudy'thitt he ai^UAlly stuckfa^ti^nd cetild 



Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



notrmomastep'&rtbQr. ^* 'Poa my IioQar^ 
Mr&rOu— /' said he^i puffing and blowingt 
*< VH be uM4^r tb^n^iQessity of putting you 
d^wn I'' She. bad: s^^TiC^ly time to exelutm, 
** Ohc dear,, Mr* T--^!" in. reply,, until she 
fiMind herself up to; her' knees in water : 
aad su^,) in, such a plight, ^* such a pair 
W4ia never seen.'' If the reader can fancy 
to himself a,greM £rt fellow, in long red 
Goat and. cocked hat, up to hiis^ knees in wa- 
te^i !|Rd leading by the hand^ very cordial- 
ly^ but in a great harry, as fe^t a lady, with 
Acmng^ garments, ** lightly floating on the 
silver wave,''— -sometimes moving on pretty 
wdt at others rather puzzled to get their 
feet^ricated from the- mud,, and all the 
while ifi terrible drwd of being sliot,. — he 
may form^ some idea of their appearance 
npoathe occasion. For my own part, I 
bave.freqjLiently thought sinqe, that I must 
have been seized by. some; kind of infatua- 
tion^ for however sticange^ and perhaps in- 
credible;^ it may appear, I can positively 
assert,^ that although X heard the reports of 
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the guns, and saw the sides of the boat 
perforated at every instant, and the water 
bubbling up, from the balls dropping into 
it, I was actually unconscious of ray peri- 
lous situation, and was not in haste to leave 
the boat ; but when I did become sensible 
of the danger, it is almost needless to say, 
I changed my quarters very quickly, jump- 
ing into the river up to the middle, and 
running to the shore with all possible dis- 
patch. And, however incredible it may 
further appear, not the least injury was 
sustained by any individual in the boats 
from the fire of the enemy. 

Prior to this circumstance I could not 
conceive how it was possible that so many 
men escaped in a regular action, while ex- 
posed to thousands of balls, and that so few, 
comparatively speaking, were touched ; 
but upon this occasion I had a satisfactory 
proof that where the ball is not commis- 
sioned by that Almighty Power that directs 
or permits all events according to his will, 
all the care and dexterity of him who im- 
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pels it is fruitles<«» I may justly class this 
among the most miraculous deliverances 
from danger that I have experienced during 
my wandering life ; and were it not for the 
interference of that jprotecting Providence, 
who has always so carefully watched over 
me, I must certainly have fallen a victim, 
at this time, to the malice of our foes. 

The soldiers, having armed, accoutred and 
prepared themselves for action, formed upon 
the beach, and a part of them marched up to 
the narrowpass to meet the enemy, while the 
rest remained near the boats. In the mean- 
time, the lady just alluded to, my mother, 
brother, sisiter, and myself (being then a 
young boy) hurried towards a farm house, a 
short distance from usj but, before we reach- 
ed it, a large gun-boat sailed down from be- 
hind the island, anchored off where we were, 
and immediately commenced firing cannon 
8hot at us, the first or second of whiqh car- 
ried off the head of one of the soldiers who 
were on the shore. The latter, being quite 
exposedto the fire of the boat, and incapable 
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of doing it any injury, retired towards iJie 
house that ^e were going to, wbidi the 
Americans dbservitig, they directed tfe^ir 
fire agaiflst it. Instead, ^erefbre, of going 
i«to the house we went to the rear of it, in 
order to shelter ourselves behind some 
stacks of straw in th<e yard, through whicfa» 
we were toId> the balls would fiot penetrate ^ 
but we had iK>t remained long in this sitaa* 
tion before tbey^^rae flying thixMigh the 
roof of the house, which Was eov^ed with 
shingles, and passing ov^r our heads in such 
quick succession thiat we thought it most 
adviseable to decamp, and thereior^s retired 
back into the woodte to fast as pos^ble, 
where we remained untii the action was 
nearly over. When our soldiers went 
up to the strait, they posted themselves 
behind some trees, witliin pistol shot of 
the Ame^ibanS) and commenced a smart 
action* Observing the Durham boat^ that 
6rst took our utteiitiofi in the morning* 
lying near the island, some of Uien £red 
into jt ; and after a few rcmnds several men 
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^n board i^kdd the anbhor^ and atteiApted 
to land on the feland i but as they ascetvded 
fr^iii ^« bottidm %i{ioil the forecastle, to 
tea|) Kiiit^ th«y were siusit ainl ibll into the 
water* The' boM drifted down the river, 
and grounded near our batteaux ; there was 
a number df knafisatte, kt. In it^ and the 
fbreckstie wto covered with blood. Shortly 
* atlei* W^ landed, a soldier was sent off to 
^^escot^ an English vlHage and garrison 
^ybOtit ^{j^ht iiiiles lip the river, with a dis- 
^patdi for a giiil«>boat ; and in the afternoon, 
about font <»*cibck^ one appeared^ coming 
down iti full saiL 

A coni3talit firing had been kept up across 
the Watfer during the day, by which twenty- 
eight of (he Americans were killed ; and 
a^ soon as the remainder observed our gun- 
bdatj they embarked in their's^ which was 
ttti Immetttely larg^ (Me, tod beiilg favour- 
ed by witid atid tide, escaped, although 
pursued fbr a coniiiderable distance. 

Hie iSoldier Who wai^ killed by a can- 
non nhoti was brought into a house 
t2 
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near the fatal spot where the circumstance 
occurred, and, 'excite4 by curiosity, I went 
to see him. The head, and parf of the 
neck had been carried away^and no hatchet 
could haye effected it more smoothly, or 
better. What a sight ! what a melancholy 
sight is the headless trunk of a mati ! how 
well calculated to^ humble the lofty ideas 
that man generally entertains of himself ! 
While strutting about, puffed with pride^ 
and no small degree of self-in^portance, one 
would almost be inclined to think he really 
is something — ^see him the next instant, 
after some trifling accidejit has happened, 
and the meanest clod that he might just 
before have spurned indignantly from be- 
neath his feet, is as good as he; nay, with 
respect merely to th^ body, better! for 
while the one is permitted to remain on the 
surface of the earth, an inoffensive lump, 
the other caust be buried in its bosom, that 
its disgusting appearance may be concealed 
from tlie sight, and its noisome* qualities 
prevented from infecting the very air with 
their pollutions ! 
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And well would it be, or happy is i1^ for 
this poor man^if his lifeless and bloody corse 
exhibited at this time all the horrors to 
■ which he was liable to become the victim ; 
or that his sudden removal from this tran* 
sitory scene of woe» in terminating his sor- 
rows here, ushered him into a purer, hap- 
pier, more exalted state of existence. But, 
ah ! while hope, while the most ardent de- 
sire for the future happiness of our fellow- 
creatures, and for their finding mercy and 
favour with their Creator; would prompt us 
to trust that all is well with him now, the 
standard of our faith, the accredited word 
of God himself, the Scriptures, on whose 
testimony, injunctions, and declarations, 
all our hopes depend, and by which all our 
future prospects are regulated,<~tbis sacred 
book forbids us to pronounce this man 
happy! for after a profane, a wicked life, 
the terrific citer of mankind to the courts 
above, in presenting the awful summons, 
siirprised Ifie wretched culprit with a hor- 
rible imprecation upon his unhallowed lips I 
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And will this dhamefiil) abominable prac- 
tice of profane swearing and curbing, 90 
offensive t6 t6e elir of virtue, a^id so baH^- 
fnl in its tendency^ T^ever^ t^evir oense l-^ 
Will every new proof of its odiani iii ttl» 
sight of Ood^ serve but to fan the flame 
that appears to blaze to such a melancholy 
extent through society, of tniscing the molt 
trifling expressions with sopne disgusting, 
sinful emanation from the corrupted heart! 

Perhaps no greater incdnsisteney in the 
c^haracter of maii could be produced, than 
that which this practice 'displays^ The 
.great despise the mean, and look upon them 
as an inferior order of beings^ a corre^on- 
deiice with whom would contaminate them; 
and to be placed upon an equality with 
whom would totaily destroy every soUrCe 
of comfort : the learned look down with 
contempt upon the illiterate, aad to suffiir 
a comparison with them, would inflict a 
dreadful wound upon their pride, but to be 
tatiffht by them woiild mortify H to the last 
degree ; and yet numbers of both: great and 
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nortificaticm er humility at tlie degrading 
oundderatidn, are fiot only wiUiag to imi- 
ta(te» but anxious to vie urith the most ab* 
ject) ignorant and execi^ble of the hisxnan 
apeciea, in the jpnacUce oif thk despicable 
vice. Ttiat from theve they have learned 
it, few, I presume, wifl venture to deny ; 
but weedier or noU the fact Is certain, 
&Mi its being diametricaUy opposed to re-» 
UgfoiH morality, good .breeding atod pro* 
}»iety ; *^i(^, ahmef are iaugki the great 
and learaed ; and therefore it must iiave 
emsmated, in the first instance, from a 
source destitute of all those quaUties.->- 
Ttert it is oCfensiv^ to God is beyond all 
doubt, from his own words, '* swear i>ot at 
ell; but let your comikiunication be yea, 
ye^ nay, nay ; forii?histsoever is more than 
these cometh qf evil:^ and St» James, in 
quoting the fbrmer part of the .sentence^ 
adds, '' lest ye full kito condemna^n.*^ 

Of all Uie vices practised by men, the 
great prevalency of profane swearing and 
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cursing appears to me the most unaccomit- 
able, inasmuch as the others generally af- 
ford some small degree of advantage or 
pleasure to the unregenerate man; some 
trifling return for the risk he runs, in sub- 
jecting himself to the displeasure of his 
Maker: but swearing appears to a6^d 
neither, while it brings upon the oflfender 
an equal degree of guilt. If you ask the 
drunkard, the sabbath-breaker, the extor- 
tioner, the lewd, the fraudulent, the liar, 
&c. &c. the cause of their departing from 
their duty, to their spiritual, and even tern- 
poral prejudice, they tell you they were 
overcome by strong temptation j but put 
the same question to the swearer, and, con- 
scious of deriving neither profit nor satis- 
faction from the practice! if he feel any 
compunction on its account, he can say at 
best that it is a bad habit. Soipe poor 
creatures, indeed, there are who, lost to 
every ^ense of religious duty, pride them- 
selves in tlie vice, and allow it to exalt 
them in their own estimation, as being ^ 
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manly habit; while it debases them, to the 
lowest degree, in the sight of God and of 
those of their fellow men, whose esteem is 
worth possessing ; but» in general, its vota- 
ries admit its impropriety, and pretend to 
wish they could abstain from it« 

In the afternoon a party of soldiers were 
sent in the Durham boat with the Cana- 
dian, who so manfully and patriotically ven- 
tured his life in the morning to warn us of 
the danger that awaited us, for the purpose 
of removing his moveable property from^the 
island. Taking every thing into consider- 
ation, the conduct of this man upon the oc- 
casion was, perhaps, one of the most noble 
and laudable actions that were performed 
during the war. His motives must have been 
purely patriotic ; a feeling for his fellow- 
subjects must have been his only incentive. 
He could have easily pleaded inability, in the 
event of an investigation into his conduct, 
had he, with cold indifference, permitted us 
to advance to the sacrifice ; as the enemy 
had landed on the island the night previous 
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to tli« attack, and kepthmapria0n/er, imder 
the caFe of three m&u, duniDg^ the whcie 
time they were tdiere, until a very few 
mimites, prior to hia escape, whe» aeekig.ua, 
as they imagined,, eipliirely in thieir pow^v, 
his guards, were iacautiously withdrawn, 
when, at the risk of his li£b^. he rushed into 
hi&canoe^ and fortunately bad time^instru- 
ment^Uy, to efiect our deliyerance ;- for 
had' we peaojred the strait,, unaware o£ our 
danger, it is^ ioipossible to. say what mig^t 
have been the consequence ; I shudder, 
even now, when I think of itu It is parti- 
cularly gratifying to know that he waa well 
recompensed by government for his most 
meritorious behaviour. 

In the evening we proceeded] on our 
journey, and about twelve o'clock arrived 
at Presoot* which, at this: time \m& but a 
small village, and only of consequi^nce)from 
being opposite to Ogdensburgb, an^ Ameri- 
can- town qn the south, side of tile Sl^. Law- 
rence. As I will not have.occasion to men- 
tion the latter place again JshalLnotice here, 
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by ibe wa^r, the attack made by tfae British 
fe^es, dujung tbe following winter, upon it. 
This event' occurred while th^ river 
was irwLQa tOver^ which rendered ac- 
cess to the town very esisiy. Our troops 
had, for some^tinie before* been frequently 
jn the habit of eixeroisiog upon the ice^ ar- 
tillery as well as in&ntVy ; and as they had 
occasionally approached very near the 
town, and retired witliout molesting it, the 
Americans were quite taken by surprise 
when the attack was actually made. When 
theseobserved theEritish approachuagupon 
this occasion, rather too near^ they opened 
a &)e upon theqn from one of the batteries 
next the river, which they kept up very 
hriskly for some time. During its con- 
tinuance, one of our soldiers experienced 
a remarkable escape; a ball from one of 
the great guns passing him so close as to 
carry away a considerable part of the ricirt 
of his great coat, without doing him any 
fi4rther injury than merely blackening his 
legs by the force of the air, as it rushed 
violently past. 
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After a warm action the battery was cap* 
turedi and in a short time the British got 
quiet possession of the town. On entering 
a room in one of the houses, some of our 
soldiers found the table laid for breakfast, 
which had been partly partaken of: the 
mistress of the house was lying on the floor, 
weltering in her blood, and a pretty little 
child was observed sitting in a high chair, 
at the table ; and upon a nearer view prov- 
ed to be quite dead, reclining against the 
back of the chair, with one hand upon the 
table, and a tea-spoon lying beside it : a 
ball, which had found its way through the 
wooden wall of the house, had pierced its 
little , heart, and it had apparently died 
without much pain, as the features were 
not distorted. 

It is natural for people, on hearing of 
circumstances of this kind, because melan- 
choly in themselves, and dreadful in idea, 
to deplore them, and commiserate the (in 
th^ir idea) unhappy victims : it is natural 
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for them to be afl^cted by the appearances 
of events, before inquiring into the ulti- 
mate design for which they were intend- 
ed by the great and perfectly wise dis- 
poser of all things ; and therefore many» 
who may hear of the fate of this little in- 
nocent, may be induced to exclaim, " poor 
little thing !'* while a moment^s reflection 
would, in all probability, completely alter 
their view of the matter. 

The world, with all its gay and fascina- 
ting allurements, is, I presume, generally 
acknowledged, by those who know it, to be 
a scene of vexation, trial, and disappoint- 
ment. High and low, rich and poor, learn- 
ed and ignorant, good and bad, who have 
lived long in it, all appear to agree in this 
one point ; and they who have drunk most 
largely of its intoxicating jp^^a^eire^ are.most 
commonly those who exclaim loudest against 
its pains, and the absence of enjoyment from 
it; and I believe, that owing to the im- 
perfect nature of man, it will be univiersally 
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admitted that a odmplete exemption from 
pain, real pain ; diid n^i merely one tran- 
sient, solitary vi&it, bat a too frequent re- 
currence of it, is not, the happy lot of any, 
even the mp^t highly favored of the sons of 
men. If then this feet be allowed, and 
none, acquainted with the subject^ will for 
a moment dispute it, this child, had it lived, 
must necessarily have become a partaker, 
and perhaps extensively s<^ in the miseries 
of life* Let then the child of affiictwn be 
asked whether this was a melancholy catas* 
trophe or not, and hear his repJy. Sup- 
pose the question ttx have been put to its 
sorrowing father; what,, upon considera- 
tion, would he hav6 answered ? ** Surely 
if to be prevented from experiencing an- 
guish, such as that Which now/ feel, was the 
object of the melancliFoly event, I must cease 
from pronotrncing my cMW unhappy, or its 
case calculated \x> excite commiseratioii/' 
For my part, while, ifi imagtndtiob, I can 
hear its depatrted spirit lamenting, in the 
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plaintive strains of the poet, its untimely 
removal from this apparently delightful 
scene,— 

To the dark and silent tomb. 
Soon I hastened from the womb ; 
Scarce the dawn of life began, 
Ere I measw^d out my span. 
I no smiling pleasures knew ; 
I no gay delights coold yiew ; 
Joyless sojourner was I, 
Only born to weep and die. 

I \i^ou1d answer, and, I think, effectually 
silence all its complaints, in the words of 
the same author : 

Happy infant, earfy bkss'd ! 

Rest, in peaceful slumbers rest ; 

Early rescn'd froib the cares, 

Which increase with growing years. 

No delights are worth thy stay, 

Smiling, oc tha^ seem^ and gay : 

Short and sickly are they all. 

Hardly tasted ere they pall. 

All our gaiety is vain, 

All our laughter is but pain ; 

Lastiog only, and dtvine. 

Is an innocence like thine. 
v2 
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After remainiojg a few days at Prescot, 
.we prepared for prosecuting our journey : 
about ten o'clock at night we set out, and 
in two days arrived at Kingston. 

Oh Kingston ! Kingston ! how shall I 
venture to speak of you / how shall I ven- 
ture to recall to mind the days that I have 
spent within your happy precincts ! Could 
I but bury them in Lethe's stream, could 
I but hurl them into the gulf of oblivion, 
then would my mind be at rest, and no 
longer experience what the recollection of 
them excites. But ah ! no— 

While pensive memory muses, 
On delights too qtMsldyfloum^ 

it awakens in my breast a transitory joy ; 
but oh, how fleeting ! scarce does it dart 
across my enraptured mind, representing 
scenes, delightful scenes, of pleasures that 
are past, never more to be enjoyed— of days 
that are gone, never to return — when its 
sting, its poignant sting, follows with velo- 
city, in its light-trod footsteps, and snatches 
the fond delusion ! When I think of those 
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days and those pleasures, and the gloomy, 
heartless idea associated with that thought, 
— that theyare gone, never to return, — ^phi- 
losophical as I could wish to be, a sigh steals 
from ray very heart, in spite of me ! — And 
is there no remedy for this disease of the 
mind ; is there no return, no remuneration 
to be obtained for the loss of such heartfelt 
bliss as that which one's youthful days have 
a£brded? Oh yes, yes! I would say to those 
whose morn, like mine, dawned bright and 
fair, but now have to mourn that clouds and 
storms have deformed the day ; to such I 
would say, there is balm in Gilead, there is 
an ample remuneration provided for all 
their privations; a remuneration, arising 
out of those very privations, which they, 
.perhaps, unwisely, nay impiously lament. 
Possessed of every thing this world can af- 
ford, and, consequently, at ease with itself, 
and satisfied with, and attached to this life, 
the mind is too apt to forget that here there 
.is no "continuing city,** no durable satis- 
factions, but all changeable as the frivolous 
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mind that soon tires of them and desires 
others ; aad that a preparation is necessary 
to be made for enjoying other scenes which, 
blinded by the vanities of this, it scarcely 
desires. In such circumstances is it not of 
extreme importance that it should be awa- 
kened to a sense of its highest duty, to be 
compelled to perform that service to itself 
which, in a future day, it will be most happy 
to have accomplished, but which, owing to 
its blindness and weakness, it is most un- 
willing to attend to in due time ? And how 
could this be effected, but by removing the 
veil that obscures the sight ; by shewing 
the vanity of this world in its true colours; 
by contrasting it with those real, those per- 
fect joys that are offered to it j by cutting 
off every tie that could bind it to this sub- 
lunary scene, and thereby directing it to 
those brighter regions where are objects 
worthy the attention of an immortal spirit ? 
This is the intended object of all your 
griefs and woes, and if they be {productive 
of this happy effect^ I shall liierely say» 
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«♦ i^jipy are y«;r *' " Those that sow in tears 
shill reap in jdy." But if, unhappily, there 
be tbo^e on whom their sorrows have nfo^had 
this salutary eflfect, I feel constrained to say» 
x^ith respect to them, and, I am confident, 
they themselves are sensible of the fact, that 
the ligst stafte of that man or that >¥oman 
is, and will hey *^ worse than ihej^r^iL** 

Kii^ston is pleasantly and advantage^ 
misdy situated on the west side of the Lake 
of th'e tbdtisand island;^ about nine miks 
frdm the lower end of Lake Ontario. A 
beautiful bay, about a mile broad at the 
tOfwn, btit expanding to the dimensions, of 
a small lake, farther down^ is formed by a 
peninsula, which extends, in a southeriy 
direction, into the lakcr upon the southern 
point of which is a battfery. On the eastei'n 
side of this peninsula, there is another bay 
fdttoh smaller than the former. Here the 
vdssfls of the Royal Navy generally He } 
the ddck^yard, ^ri^enal, &c* being on the 
eastern sidef of the penmsula. 

These bays are very deep, sufficiently so 
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to admit of tbe first rate men-of-war lyings 
at the wharfs^ and the water is quite still» 
and so remarkably clear« that I shall notice 
here the following circumstance, in order 
to convey some idea of it. One day in 
winter, before the ice had become very 
thick, while skating upon that part of the 
small bay where the men-of-war lie, I was 
stooping down to arrange the strap of my 
skate, when, looking downwards,! observed 
something moving slowly along the bottom, 
and putting my head nearer the ice, I dis. 
covered it to be a large fish. I called one 
of my companions, and he and I watched it, 
as it continued to move slowly along, 
until, after proceeding a considerable dis- 
tance, it stopped in shallow water, when 
my companion went to the barrack upon 
the peninsula, a short distance from us, and 
informed some of the soldiers, who came to 
the spot, bringing with them a long pole, 
with a bayonet fastened to the end of it, 
and a hatchet to cut a hole in the ice»^ A 
hole being soon opened directlyover the fish. 
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one of them put down the. bayonet very 
gently, until it almost touched it, then 
suddenly darted it into the fish just below 
the head, and kept it fixed to the bottom 
until nearly dead, when he raised it to the 
hole, and, with the assistance of another 
man, drew At out : it proved to be a stur« 
geon, about four feet long. 

Kingston was not a large town at this 
time, but, considering its distance up the 
i^ountry, and other local disadvantages, it 
was a very good one. It contained a num. 
ber of very good houses, but the streets 
were neither paved nor lighted. It is built 
where the old fort Frontenac formerly 
stood, part of which still remains. 

The public buildings are few, consisting 
of a small neat Protestant church, a R. C. 
church, gaol, barracks, &c. A printing 
office was established, and a newspaper 
published ; and here was the best and most 
extensive classical school in all Canada. 

When we first went to Kingston, our 
naval force on the lake consisted onlyof two 



Digitized by Cj.OOQ iC 



9Sif 
frigatesy andtwojarge^phponef^i but itwfks 
afterwards con^'jdejQbly ^ugmieuted by the 
addition of sevgpal ehipspf the line, ot^^rf* 
which, the St. Lawrence, carried ppwards 
of 100 guns, gevejral ftigatj^s, giiq^brjgp, 
schooners, k^. It wa^ at once /surpri^Mg 
and pleasing to see a fleet of men-of-wdr 
sail out of, and arrive at a port manj hun- 
dreds of miles from the .«ea,* which was in- 
accessible to them, and they confined to a 
mere lake, but a lake of sufScieut diraeo- 
sions to afford them full scope for all their 
operations, being SOO miles in length a«kd 
100 in breadth. 

I was extremely fond of boating, and the 
fine harbour of Kingston* with the bays and 
rivers in its neighbourhood, renders this 
amusement peculiarly pleasant here. My 
father and another qflScer of the regiment 
purchased a small elegant pleasure barge» 
in whiqh, with my companion^, I used very 
frequently to sail, and upon one occasioa 
we had a very narrow escape fpr our lives. 
Being on the eastern side of the pentnsulii 
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opposite KingstoDy we were returning to 
town ; and as the wind was blowing pretty 
hard down the harbour, we Were obliged to 
row up to the point, in getting round which 
the wind would have been favourable for 
us. When we had proceeded far enough up- 
wards, as we thought, we raised the mast, 
and pr^ared for sailing ; but the wind was 
so strong that as soon as the sheet was haul- 
ed tight, and the sail filled, it carried mast, 
sails, and the seat to which the mast was 
fastened, completely overboard. Had the 
seat remained firm, the boat must have 
overset, and in all probability the greater 
part of us would have perished, as no as- 
sistance could have been afforded us in 
time to be of any service. 

Early on tlie morning of the 10th of No- 
vember, 181^, the American fleet appeared 
iii sight of the harbour, evidently for some 
hostile purpose. The military, militia, &c. 
were soon under arms, the batteries man- 
ned, and every arrangement made in.order 
to give the enemy as warm a reception as 
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possible. A detachment of infantry was 
sent to a bay about four miles above the 
town, where it was supposed they would 
land, and an immense degree of anxiety 
prevailed in town during the morning. 

The approach of an enemy generally 
causes disorder and dismay among the fe^ 
male part of the community; and upon this 
occasion, when it was ascertained that the 
fleet was steering for the town, it was most 
distressing to see numbers of women and 
children leaving their houses, and hurry- 
ing, in consternation, backwards to the 
woods : some carrying bundles of what they 
most valued, others apparently quite satis- 
fied to escape with life. 

The Royal George, the largest of the 
only two frigates we had at the time, had 
been out cruising for some days, and about 
twelve o'clock it made its appearance, 
coming in from the lake with all sail set, 
and the whole American fleet, consisting of 
a brig of 22 guns, and six schooners, in full 
chase of it« It anchored down the bay at 
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the lower end of the town, and between 
two batteries ; one at the upper end of the 
town on a small point of land jutting into 
the harbour, the other ou the point of the 
peninsula opposite* 

About two o'clock the enemy's squadron 
sailed down the harbour very boldly, ap« 
parently quite unaware of the two batteries 
just mentioned, which had been but lately 
erected, as they used no precaution to avoid 
them, but were bearing down, in full sail^ 
upon the Royal George, and firing with all 
their might. Our troops in the batteries 
observing this, allowed them to approach 
very near before they commenced firing, 
and when the brig and two or three of the 
schooners were just between them, they 
opened a tremendous and destructive fire 
upon them, in which they were joined by 
the Royal George. . The Americans were 
evidently confounded at this, as they in- 
stantly put about ; and, while in the act ot 
tacking, the commander of one of the 
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schooners was knocked overboard by the 
main boom, and perished* 

The batteries kept up such a galKng fire 
upon the vessels that they were compelled 
to retire ; and as the wind was blowing 
directly down the lake^ they were under 
the necessity of beating out; when* 
ever, therefore, they approached the 
side next the town, the batteries received 
them in fine style, and did them very con^ 
siderable damage* The enemy did not fire 
upon the town, from which it appeared that 
their object was merely to capture or de- 
stroy the Royal George, as all their atfera- 
tion was directed towards it } and although 
tliey were 6b%ed to relinquish the attempt 
they almost effected its destruction, by a 
shot from a thirty-two pdunder, which it 
received between iSnit and mater^ or half 
above and half beiow the level of the water. 

We lost only one iiiaii upon the occasion, 
and he had been an'invalid, confined to his 
hammock for^some time previous, being ^ 
marine on board the frigate. When he^ 
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heard the cimQOiiading» he could not atay 
in his hammock, but ipsisted on being car* 
ried upon deck} and his urgent request 
being complied witli» he was seated near 
one of the guns^ on the side next the 
enemy, where h^ had remained but a few 
minutes when a cannon ball struck him on 
the side, and going in an oblique direction 
to the opposite shoulder, destroyed him in 
a moment ; leaving his body a dreadful 
spectacle. 

The enemy succeeded in reaching a small 
bay on the eastern shore» about four miles 
above the town, where they remained dur- 
ing the night, busily occupied in repairing 
as well as possible the damage they had sus- 
tained. On the following day theygot under 
weigh, and while beating abput, a British 
merchant schooner^ on its way from the up. 
per country, hove in sight, making for the 
harbour : the crew, little expecting to 
meet an American squadron so near King- 
ston, found themselves almost surroundeil 
by it before they were aware of their dan- 

X 2 



Digitized by CjOOQ IC 



240 
ger. The ma^er, finding there was no 
chance of escape by ^tempting to retuni, 
determined, though to ail appearance with 
but little prospect of successi to endeavour 
to make his way through it t he tberef^e 
made all sail, and, the vessel being an ex- 
cellent sailer, and he perfectly acquainted 
with the navigation of the place, steered 
directly through the fleet, and although 
chased and fired at by all the vessels, he 
manoeuvred so well, as to effect his escape, 
though not without receiving a shot be- 
tween wind and water. When the schooner 
reached the uppermost wharf in the town, 
it was brought alongside the lower end of 
it, with the head towards the land, and, 
being full of water, it sank immediately, 
but luckily the water was not very deep at 
the spot. An immense number of people 
had collected at the upper part of the town 
while the vessel was among the enemy^ 
fleet, to observe the result, and were at tlie 
wharfwhen it arrived. A strong hawser wa» 
therefore made fast to the bow of the ves- 
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sei, and the other Md being brought on 
shore, as many of the people ad could get 
holdof it did so, and so great was the crowd 
that they actually drew it so near the shore 
that ilie upper parts appeared above the 
suffaoe of the water. 

Two of the American schooners not 
being able to beat up to Lake QutariOt 
were obliged to sail down past Kingston, 
to Qgdensbuigi where they remained until 
winter, when they were burnt by our forces 
at the capture of that place. 

As Kingston was the scene of some of 
my happiest days, and youthful adventures, 
and as I still feci delight in recalling some 
of the latter to mind, perhaps I may be par- 
doned for iatruding the following upon the 
reader^s notice* Owing to the abundance 
and variety of fish the lakes contain, fishing 
is a very general and pleasant amusement 
here ; and one which I, in ccmimoa with the 
great majority of my school-fellows, was ex- 
ceasively fond of. There is a small point 
of land at the lower end of the town, 
stretching into the bay in a northerly direc- 
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tioii, and forming a small bay on its western 
side, which is used as a repository for the 
government boats. As this small bay is a 
particularly good spot for fishing, we were 
in the habit of resorting to it very frequent- 
ly. Upon one occasion there was a laige 
boat moored below the point, a short dis« 
tance from it, and' as some of my compa- 
nions wished to go on board for the pur- 
pose of fishing, they were conveyed to it in 
a smaller one, by two or three of those who 
preferred remaining at the bay, of whom I 
was one. In the evening when we thought 
of moving, it was, of course, necessary to 
bring our con^nions on shore. There 
was only a small skiff on the beach that we 
could use for the purpose, and without en- 
quiritig who it belonged to, we immediate- 
ly launched it; but it was scarcely in the 
water when it began to fill voy fast^ and in 
a very few minutes it was quite full j. we 
were therefore in a very awkward sitw^kKiy 
but were soon relieved from it by s<»ne sol- 
diers, who were receiving provisions at a 
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the skiff up on the beach. Upon empty- 
ing it we discovered a square hole under 
one of the seats, on each of two sides 
of this aperture, opposite to each other, 
there was a stnall staple, through which a 
small stick' being placed, kept a square 
bit of wood, that iitted the hole, in its 
pla<^e« The owner had taken these two 
pieces of wood With him, with the view of 
preventing bis boat from bdng taken aw&y: 
a very' necessary precautioh her^, as the 
boys are very much in the habit of making 
free with boats, but one which did not alto- 
gether answer his purpose at this time, fbr 
a carpenter, who happened to be making 
sonse repairs at the store alluded to; provid- 
ed us with a piece of board to fit the hole, 
whidi, with a small stick to keep it down, 
rendered the boM ready for service. We 
thei'efofe launched again, rowed to our 
comj^imions, and tookt^em on board } but 
we had not proceeded far on our return to- 
wards the shore, until one of the boys, ^ 
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pened to be sitting on the seat over the 
hole, spied the new piece of wood in the 
bottom of the boat, which attracted his at* 
tention. « Hallo P* si^id he, " what's this?" 
and at the same time giving the cross stick 
a kick, knocked it out, when the boat began 
to fill very fast, and with such a nuimb^r of 
boys on board, woiyld soon ,h^ve sunk. Our 
only alternative, therefore, was to tn^e for 
the large boat ^ain, as quickly as possible, 
it being much nearer to us than the land} 
and we had just time to get on board when 
the skiff sank to the gunwale. As it wen 
down no farther, it was proposed that two 
of us should get in, and endeavour to take 
it to the shore. I volunteered for on^, and 
being joined by another, we took off our 
shoes and stpckings, and folding up our 
pantaloons, got in, and with considerable 
exertion, succeeded in paddling it near the 
land, when we observed the own^, a terri- 
bly sour^lciokiiig old Dutchman^ coming 
dQwn in a great, hucry, with h^s . pad41^. ^^ 
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his handi accompanied by several other per- 
sons of both sexes* 

We found it impossible to reach the 
shore before the old fellow got down, who 
waited for us ver}^ coolly at the edge of the 
water, with a stern and expressive counte- 
nance ; his mouth «* going every way" with 
rage. On approaching the land, when in 
very shallow water, I leaped out of the 
boat, with a view of escaping the paddle if 
possible ; but I failed in my object, for the 
Dutchman pursued m6, and soon laid it 
with all his force across my back ; but as 
he was rather stiff he did not repeat the 
compliment more than once, before I got 
out of his reach. 

I don't exactly remember how my com- 
panion fared upon the occasion, as I had 
enough to do to take care of myself; but 
those we had left in the large boat, observ- 
ing what had occurred to us, determined to 
avenge the insult 

The boat had been employed in carrying 
ballast to some of tife ships : there was 
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therefore) a quantify of grui^l ia tbe bot- 
tom, and collecting a large supply Osgood 
8tone$9 they prepare for giving Mynlieer 
and his companions a ^lute as they passed. 
Jast» therefore^ as.the skiff got within good 
jeach of them# and was gliding away 
very quietly, it was assailed by a tremen- 
dous volley ; which so exasperated the old 
Dutchman and his companions, that they 
vowed vengeance, and steered for the boat, 
the old fellow stuttering and sputterii^ at 
a great rate ; but the boys kept up such a 
determined and well-directed J&-e, that al- 
though transported with rage, they were 
compelled to forego the sweets of revenge, 
and bear (may with all pofiisible dispatch ; 
the boys announcing their victory by three 
triumphant cheers; a victory, in compari- 
son with wbicb» the late diacomfiture of the 
American fleet, in the same bay, was but a 
trifle in tmr estimation. 

There are wolves, bears, foxes, &c. in 
abundance in tbfe neighbourhood of King- 
ston: the government being demrous to 
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diminish the number of the former, give a 
reward for every one that is killed. 
. Many of the young men of the town 
amtise themselves fre<juentiy -with bear- 
hunting; a practice that was attended with 
melancholy consequences, in one instance. 
Two brothers, in mourning for a rel^ition 
lately deceaseci^ being on an recursion of 
this kind, separated in the wood during the 
da/, and some time afterwfards, one of them 
observing the other, before he was noticed 
by him^ resolved opon having a lUth sport, 
and getting upon his hands and feet, be- 
hind a large tree that was lying upon the 
ground, moved along with his back a little 
above the trunk, imitating the movement 
of a bear as nearly as possible, and endea- 
vouring to make him»elf noticed by his 
brother. The latter,, little suspecting the 
artifice, took him for What he pretended to 
be, ^id, before be bad time to discover his 
miM;ake, lodged the contents of his rifle in 
his Xinfort^nate brother, who expired slwrt- 
ly aft^wards. 
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The soil of Canadai in genetd^ is very 
fertile, particularly the upper parts of it : 
the meadows and pasture grduifds produce 
wild strawberries in great abundance ; the 
heaths abound with sniali shrtibf of a variMy 
of kinds, the greater part of them producing 
berries ; the very fens, or swamps, as they 
are called there, aflford erambeirries ; 
the woods contain many trees that yield 
nuts of several kinjls^ vii:. butter-nuts, 
(about the size of, and nearly resembling 
the walnut,) walnuts, hickory, bitter, beech, 
hazel nuts, &c. and wild plums, cherries, 
grapes, gooseberries, &c. are abundant. 

There is a kind of wild cherries here, call- 
ed choke-cherries, which grow in strings, 
similar to red currants, but much larger, 
and of a deeper red ; there is also a ^"eat 
variety of the white thorn, produdng as 
great a variety of haws, dome of wWch «« 
extremely large ; and perhaps few Who huve 
not tasted them would be inclined to be- 
lieve the excellei)ce of their flavour: one 
kin^, in particular, about the«izeof a plum, 



Digitized by CjOOQIC 



949 
u qui^e a pleasant fruit* The quantity and 
variety of wUdfruitsi, gathered in the fields^ 
wooda^ndiiiPQrs, and produced without 
the least qultivatioo, that are exfKised for 
sale in a Canadian markfttf would. afford 
surprise and satisfaction to. any strajr^i^. 
1 have been.infonnedi that* along the upper 
shores of Lake Ontario the peaches are so 
abu&daot t^t they are give^..as:fDQd;totbe 
swilieb 

There is ^so a wild fruifc in Upper Cana- 
d% whkh I have nev6r met wHby nor heard 
ofp in any other countiy» called the may* 
ajfipf^ : the.plant that bears: it rises from .the 
gronnd* a aaked sleod^ stalky about a foot 
bigiis at the tD^ two large leaves^ some* 
vih^t resembling those^of the rhubarb plant, 
bran^iout directly opposite to each other ; 
aodwb^n full grown» bend downwards in a 
c^iilar«qd graceful nmmer, nearly touch- 
iogtim ground : the fruit springs out from 
bjetween the leaves, at their junction, and, 
when ripe^ bangs down the stalk about three 
or fogxi indbesi in a tcsnsverse direction 
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from that of the leaves. Its colour is a 
beautifnl yellow, its size abou^that of the 
lemon ; the skin is^toiigh, and *the pulp a 
delicious juice mixed with seeds. 

Here I shall mention a trifling -circutn- 
stance that once occurred to me near King* 
ston, while gathering a few of these may-ap- . 
pies. I observed d very fine one near the 
foot of a tree, and its inviting appearance, 
like that of many a more important object in 
the world, instead of being an advantage or 
safe-guard, immediately proved the warrant 
for its destruction. I therefore approach- 
ed in order to add it to my stock, but ^hile 
just in th^ act of sJtooping to pluck it oft^ a 
number df wild bees sallied out of tfegir nest, 
which waWformied upon th^'side of the tree, 
but which, in my eagQf niess to seize the <)b- 
ject of my pursuit, I had not obsei^^, and 
attacked nie with such' fury that, notwith- 
standing the bertahfty I had fdt, an instant 
before, of enjrpying it, I was compelled to 
relinquish it, and seek safety by ftight. One 
of the bees lodged upon my upper fip^ and 
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stmg it to such a degree that it swelled to 
an amazing size. 

I have frequently thought of the circum- 
stance since» and it has struck me as being 
admirably calculated to- teach a most ser- 
viceable lesson ; a lesson which, had I been 
pcKSsessed at the time of sufficient judgment 
to discern, and wisdom and strength of 
• mind to improve, might have, often been 
productive of most salutary ^fects, viz. the 
extreme, the inconceivably great uncertain- 
ty of every thing in this life, and the absur- 
dity of resting assured of any thing, prior to 
the actual possession or consummation. 
< In speculations where failure or success is 
doubtful^ one should sdways be prepared for 
the .VK>rtt that could hapfjen : : the chances 
for and against should be maturely weighed, 
and expectation sbcKild not be. permitted to 
rise to such a height as would cause disap- 
pointment, in the event of its occurrence, 
to be intensdy severe ^ but in cases where 
doubt seems quite removed, and, to all ap- 
pearance, no obstacle can be in the way ; 

Y 2 
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whfioev«ry thing i» afrttJecL beyaod ^Ilftot 
bable, or even apparently pMsib)e»te)iMig8.; 
and when one has t)i« eag^lydesired objek 
entirely within rmdb,: and Jus|# exteads Im 
an^a^ias it were^.to tak«f posseasion of f the 
valued pci^e:; Am^ fori dispppimitiiieM to 
start suddeidy hem h&r baie&l lofiam 
jdaee, and stare be» astonifiired i^ictim foH 
in tlie iEicei aier be starts wttb. sai|>iase» and 
gapes witk ataazci; is-wfaattouohesi tkeheSh 
iogB^ and; tries thepatiawe^Kf amam 

And bare I would pause fi>r a rooment 
to .obs^creiupon.themeriteof tbat Reiq^n 
whicb iaso ligbtly esteemesd b}i( uataji peo- 
ple in the woidd^ andtorppfc its: effioacsyi to 
thetea^: pe^afrsika happy- ^bctsam^n^ 
dom more apper^t than ta cases each as 
that wbieh I ha^e^ast alluded tOw 

I have hinted thAt sa intoise di^poe^of 
dtsappMtfment ie ealculidied to emUiftrth 
thet strongest ideniand for palieAce: bgrM; 
the mind is blufried in a moinent from ^ae 
extreme of ieeling todieothm; fiom tiie 
extreme of pleiaaiarei arisiiig fy»m the anp* 
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3ixddicAgect»to tbatof patn, caittednot^more- 
ly byt^tbe want of the d^cW but alaorbytfae 
cifQymstaoite oi b^^^. a»it w.ere« robbod 
of it» as. i£ it hud b^on aetitaUy «nJQyed»r^ - 
Patience is the gr^d principle that ii ne- 
cessary to the mind at this time for its xe« 
lief: it is that particular agent of whose 
services it is, under theSe circumstances, in 
peofdlar n^d- Bat can n^gi mind sum- 
mon tliia 9gmt M ito aid whfuei^er oecwiw 
reqidiRes? h every mtnd possessed of a 
jsufficdsnt paction of thisviitUQliQ counteract 
tiie distreflffiikig^ corroding efieota of disi^- 
poiotmex^? Eew;, I believe,, will bjs bold 
or ass^e enough, to answer in the affirma* 
tiueu rWhat. then is the conae^eoce ?««- 
Ipiwmuthe. absence or inauffieieney of this 
naf 8ffa)(!8Midate /or the evil, men have re- 
.couft^ta^saibblAing d»^t may be acquired : 
th^bavet: lamented an artiScial priiiQiple 
wJbi^ M^teim phikmphjf ; this,, at. the 
iMlf coweliv fW. sbort of tiie desirod end, 
a»d alsQ QcaMtoestitf/ its boasted advsrfitages 
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to this side of the graVe ; whereas their 
great, their beneficent Creator, in compas- 
•ton.to their weaknwsandimperfection,aDd 
in love to their immortal souls, has provided 
^em with a sovereign remedy, which, like 
all his other prodactions. 

Not only does its end produce,, 

But serves to second tooy some (Mer use. 

This, it is almost unnecessary to say, is 
religion, which not only proves a perfect 
antidote for thfit great and unavoidable dis- 
turber of the human breast, disappointment, 
but also smooths the rugged path of life, 
eases the bed of death, and renders the soul 
happy in eterniiy. Men have' differed in 
their choice of th^e two principles ; and I 
am Well aware that those who have preferred 
.the former will smile with contempt at my 
simplicity in gi^ng my humble vote ia fa- 
vour of the latter. But in or4er to {6m a 
correct/ idea of their respective merUh I 
would take a short practical view of their 
different operations upon the mind, which 
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I have myself Tiad an opportunity of wit- 
nessing in more than one instance. 

When the philosopher^ who denies or re* 
jects the influence of reh*gion, and looks 
down upon it with scorn ; when he whose 
hopes and views are confined within the 
narrow limits of this world, meets with any 
great or sudden disappointment, his phUo^ 
sophy tells him that he must bear it with 
manly fortitude ; that besides its being 
weak and pusillanimous to give way to use- 
less grtef, or indulge in fruitless and tortur-p 
ing vexation, it only increases the.pain of 
the mind; and therefore he must suppress His 
feelings before they become too painful or 
tronbleaome^ and endeavour to forget what 
he can neither prevent nor remedy. This 
is the extent of comfor#&nd conflation de- 
rived from human philosophy — this is the 
balm it pours into the bleeding, painful 
wounds inflicted by disappointment, and 
the numerous evils with which men are at 
all times surrounded, and too, too frequent- 
ly visited. 
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I haVe seen those wfaoi while at ease in 
their minds, could reason upon its mtgbty 
efficacy, and consider it sufficient to sup* 
port men under the most adverse <;irctiin» 
i^ances ; could laugh at religion, and icoiisi'- 
der it a mere illusion, im worthy the alten* 
tion of a great mnd. I have seen those 
same individuals encounterii^ the frowms 
of fortune. At first, being gently their 
philosophy has served them s^urprisibgly : 
they could content themselves with the re» 
flection that itwouldbe absurd to ejipecta 
constant sunshine, and tliat an ovapcastsl^ 
or gentle shower, would tmiy temi t«; in- 
crease their enjoyment ofithe former, ati4ts 
hoped for return : when 'the clf^ida^gMflict'^ 
ed thicker, they bore up pretty well:; but 
when storm^andteMpesfe burst upim.tiiem^ 
wMi all their horrors, their philosopAiyf was 
put tcr the test ; all its dictates^ aH their 
reasoniiig proved insuffifcitat focalai! their 
troubled minds^ or«ailB[>rdltheiarfe{j«£^iNli 
the oferwfadiaii^ diy9ptetdtifit.and;WiM 
th%t oppressed them: It might 
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have been eSectasl had they been able to 
reduce the theory, ta practice i but here was 
the difficulty } though entirely disposed for 
tbi% they found it impracticable^ and they 
became a prey to the most poignant anguish^ 
iiiimeaturabty increflsed by despair. 

In iiumerou3 instances of a similfir na^ 
ture» the wretched victims, transported by 
impatienGe under their sufferingSs have in- 
dulged in the most extravagant expressions 
of tlieir painful feelings, that blasted hopes, 
ruined fertupes, and desponding minds 
could excite : they have exclaimed, in no 
niej^ured degree, against their hard fate ; 
they have questioned the wisdom and jus- 
tice of the great disposer of all events, and 
in too many distressing cases, reckless of 



that somMMMff (tfter ctelft, 



Which ttHkM Of nibeK bcarthose iQs vre hax^ 
Tbaa fly to otheni that we know not of : 

and totally incapable of avatlnig themselves 
of their once boasted philosophy^ to endure 
Rke metii have adopted the7«£/; desperate al- 
ternakiv0 of terminating their anffecings here 
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by hurrying themselves into unknown 
scenes, whither the mind, however prying, 
must cease from following them ! 

And if we take a still more extended view 
of the effects of human reasonings in opposi- 
tion to the light that has come down from 
above ; if we follow that principle which 
induces men to resigd their eternal all to 
its insidious representations, we shall dis- 
cover where it leaves its wretched votaries. 
We have heard of some of those Iq/bf 
geniuses^ those strong mindSt those profbund 
reasoners, who look down with disdain, 
mixed with pity, from the elevated suinmit 
to which their superior wisdom and penetra- 
tion have raised them, upon the crowds of 
wealcs narrovc-mijided, unenlightened crea- 
tures, who grovel along beneath them : we 
have heard of them ridiculing the Bible as 
a cunningly-devised fable, and the system 
of religion founded upon it as being indeed 
useful^ inasmuch as it serves to keep the 
simple and ignorant in order^ but infinitely 
below the notice or attention. of iudividuals 
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of their ejcalted intellect^ understanding arid 
penetration. They can fearlessly criticise 
and condemn Scripture characters, and 
laugh at the simplicity that is duped by such 
a collection of absurdities as that which the 
Scriptures contain ; and they can undaunt- 
edly live and act in complete violation of 
the laws and regulations they enjoin, while 
in perfect healthy and in that forgetfulness 
of the future which the temporary absence 
of bodily pain too frequently inspires. But 
see those ioxvering minds, this superior 
order of the human raccj approaching that 
awfiN crisis which is to determine the future 
state of their immortal souls to all eternity : 
see them languishing on the bed of deaths 
and, while their minds are still occupied 
with the great question, conviction, unea:* 
pectedy unwished-for conviction suddenly 
bursting in upon their astonished, and now 
distracted and despairing minds! See them, 
in the agdny of distraction, lamenting, in 
wild and vociferous accents, that they 
should have entertained and propagated the 
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infernal opinions and principles which they 
now feel, but, alas ! too late, are harrying 
them to everlasting, irretrievable ruin atid 
perdition ! See them in the last awful stage 
of life, just about to experience the dread 
reality of their speculations, crying out, in 
despair and aiiguish, " I am going to hell, 
and who shall save me ! for me there is no 
mercy, no pity ; for I have not rested sa- 
tisfied with my own destruction, but have 
been industriously instrumental in the eter- 
nal ruin of others ! pray not for mCf all 
prayer Is unavailing on mi/ behalf! I see 
the horrid gulph yawning wide, just feady 
to receive me, and from it there is no es- 
cape!'* One, and not an incorisiderable 
one, says, " Doctor, save my life for three 
days !'' On being told it could not be the 
case for three hours, " then, " he cries, 
" Pll go to hell, and you'll go with me !'** 
Another exclaims, when directed bjr his 
friend to the Saviour, " Hojd ! hold ! you 

* The Doctor was of the same principles. 
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wound me ! — That is the rock on which I 
split — / denied his name/" On hearing 
heaven mentioned, " *Tis lost! 'tis lost!** 
he cries, ** heaven is to me the severest 
part of hell!** Prayer being proposed, 
** Pray you that can, / never prayed^'— nor 
need I !** said he. *^ Didst thou feel half 
the mountain that is on me, thou wouldst 
struggle with the martyr for his stake, and 
bless heaven for the flsfmes l^^that is not an 
everlasting flame ; that is not an unquencbm 
able fire ! Oh time ! time ! how art thou 
fled for ever ! A month ! — oh for a single 
weekj I ask not for years ; though an age 
were too little for the much I have to do. 
Oh ! thou blasphemed, yet indulgent, Lord 
God ! hell itself is a refuge if it hide me 
from thy frown !** And an illustrious one 
says to theperson attendinghim, while speak- 
ing of a certain book of which he was the 
author, " Have you ever seen that book ?** 
Being answered in the affirmative, and that 
a copy was in her possession, ** Then burn 
it !** he cries, " burn it ! oh that I had 
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never, never propagated that impious 
book!'* 

These were all men who, when in pos- 
session of bodily health and mental vigouri 
could rail at the Bible, and laugh at the 
idea of hell : these were even leaders of the 
sect ; they could teach others, and indus- 
triously disseminated their principles 
among their fellow men ; and yet at the 
approach . of that m&mentous period that 
decides the eternal fate of man, all their 
bravado, all their greatness of tnind^ all 
their reasoning forsook them! and their 
situation became infinitely more deplorable 
and contemptible than what they had pre- 
viously considered that of the most insigni- 
ficant of those whose opinions they had de- 
spised and treated with derision. They 
thien became terrified at a place which they 
never could be previously led to believe had 
existence ; they earnestly desired time to 
endeavour to appease the wrath of an angry 
God, but their petition was denied, and 
they left the world with hideous yells of 
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despair^ and countenances distorted by ter»- 
ror and anguish ! 

On the other hand, see the humble be-^ 
liever in the Bible ; see him who receives 
and trusts in the gospel plan of salvation, 
under the > same trying circumstances.— 
When visit'ed with the disappointments and 
trials of life, he does not attribute them to 
mere chance or accident ; he is too well 
convinced of the perfection of creation and 
its Creator, to suppose, for a moment, that 
any thing, even the most trifling, occurs 
without his permission or appointment j 
and being also persuaded of the perfection 
of his wisdom and goodness, he knows that» 
however mysterious or painful the dispen- 
sation may be at the moment, yet that it is 
appointed for some good and wise end ^ 
and although not capable of divesting him- 
self altogether of the frailty of his fallen na- 
ture, which causes him to feel it severe, 
and grievous to be borne, yet satisfied that 
the result will prove favourable to him, 
either in one point of view or another, he 
calmly submits : he knows he deserves in- 

z2 
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finitely greater severity on account of bis 
demerits in the sight of his Maker: he 
Icnows he is but a steivardoirer the things 
that he possesses, or may have possessed ; 
and conscious of the great disprc^ortion 
i>etween what he is still allowed to enjoy 
and his deserts, he patiently breathes out 
his submission to the Divine will, in the 
becoming language of Job ; *' The Lord 
gave and the Lord hath taken away, bless- 
ed be the name of the Lord.'' If his ca- 
lamities increase, he complains not, he re- 
pines not : he merely entreats that great 
and omnipotent Being, with whom be has 
#to do, to grant him a suffident portion of 
grace to enable him to endure the vii»ta- 
tion, and to bow with humble and pious 
resignation to his perfectly wise, and. even 
merciful decrees. If no hope, with respect 
to this world, appear to gleam through the 
dark clouds that surround him, yet is he 
not in despair : he is consoled, he is cheer- 
ed by the animating, the glorious tliought, 
that although he may suffer a little longer, 
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and it can be but Utile^ the day will come 
«• when sighing and sorrowing shall flee 
away ;" when all tears shall be wiped from 
his eyes, and his sufferings here be reward- 
ed with joys, unspeakably glorious in their 
nature, and eternal in thejr duration. And 
when that awful moment approaches which 
is to terminate his earthly career ; when he 
isabout to tread the threshold of an unknown 
eternity, instead of trembling at the appear- 
ance of the grisly monster that is to call 
Mm away, and writhing with anguish and 
despair at the idea of dissolution, he hails 
his arrival mthjoj/y he longsfor it ; he feels 
that death has no sting for him, that the 
grave obtains no victory over him. 

See smiling patience sooth his brow, 
See the kind angels waiting now> 

To lift his soul on high : 
While, eager for the blest abode. 
He joins with them to praise the God 

That taught him how to die. 

And to complete the happy result of 
having chosen the better part, 
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Such peace on virtues path attends, 
That where the sinner's pleasure ends^ 
The good «ia»'5 joys begin. 

These are not highly coloured pictures of 
the two characters I have just noticed; 
they are to be met with almost every day. 
Here, then, are the respective ^c/!f of two 
different opinions or doctrines ; and if it be 
with them as with trees, that they are known 
hy their fruits^ I appeal to the unbiassed 
mind which of them possesses the stronger 
claims to our serious attention and regard, 
and consequently to our choice ? 

In February, 1813, the regiment receiv- 
ed orders to proceed up the country to 
York. On the day appointed for our de- 
parture, sleighs, or sledges were provided, 
and about twelve o'clock we left Kingston. 
My father took my mother and sister in bis 
own cariole, and my brother and I were 
sent on one of the sleighs, with a servant 
and the baggage. Our driver was an old 
man, who had served in the army that took 
Canada, on leaving which he had received 
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a grant of a large farm, about twenty miles 
from Kingston, whiere he resided. We ar- 
rived here the first day, and were very hos- 
pitably entertained by him and his family. 
I was much gratified in observing the com- 
fortable manner in which he was settled.: 
he had a large well-built house, commo- 
dious oflSces, an extensive and well-improv- 
ed farm, a good stock of cattle, several 
beautiful horses, and every necessary ac- 
conimodation. 

The following morning the old man ac- 
companied us, and, being a very jovial little 
old fellow, entertained us with many a droll 
old story; frequently, however, exciting 
the laugh rather at the narrator than his 
narratii^e. He was still fond of a little re- 
freshment, of the spirituous kind, by the 
Hi^ay J and in the afternoon, while in full glee 
relating one of his " tales of other days, " 
and not very .attentive to his horses, the 
latfer'took fright at something, and started 
oiK The beaten part of the road is very 
Barrow in the country during the winter. 



Digitized by VjOOQ.IC 



S68 

with a high ridge of snow on each aide ; 
the sudden starting of the horses, and pull 
of the reins, threw the old man off the sleigb, 
into one of these ridges. As he retain- 
ed his hold of the reins, the violence with 
which he was drawn along turned his head 
downwards into the snow, which he plough- 
ed up in an extraordinary manner ; and it 
was certainly most amusing to us, little 
thinking of the possible consequences, to 
see his poor old legs jumping up and down 
in the air, while his head and shoulders were 
exploring the internal regions of the snowy 
heap. The servant, by great exertion, 
succeeded in stopping the horses, and re- 
lieved him from his perilous situation } and 
all the fun excited by his jokes was nothing 
to that which his most extraordinary and 
ludicrous appearance, on coming out of the 
snow, afforded. He had lost his fur cap and 
wig in the fall, and his polished bald 
head, his nose, once a fine aquiline, but 
then bowing down to meet his chin, his 
fresh fair countenance, and his gaping ao4 
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staring while endeavouring to remove the 
snow from his ears, mouth and eyes, were 
certainly well calculated to set the risible 
faculties of two boys in active motion. I 
know of nothing he resembled at the mo- 
ment so nearly as an owl, just after a dive 
upon a duck's back. 

The pole of the sleigh was broken in 
pieces by the accident, which rendered it 
impossible for us to proceed without a new 
one : this difficulty was soon obviated by 
the old man, who, being acquainted with 
the place, went to procure assistance, and 
in a short time returned with an Indian, 
and tools requisite for making one. They 
cut down a young tree of suitable dimen- 
sions, and, in a much shorter period than 
I could have had an idea of, had a pole 
completed, and the horses put to. 

This was the second instance in which I 
had an opportunity of witnessing the hand- 
iness and readiness of the people of this 
country, in repairing accidents of thiskind« ' 
Upon one occasion, while removing some of 
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the furniture from our farm in Lower Ca- 
nada, the axle-tree of one of the carts broke 
in the woods ; and as we were several miles 
from any house, no assistance could be ob- 
tained ; the drivers, therefore, set to work 
with their hatchets, which they generally 
carry with them on similar occasions, and 
.with the assistance of a cooper's knife (hat 
we happened luckily to have with us, they 
formed an axle from a small iron-wood 
tree, with surprising dexterity and haste, 
and the cart was enabled to proceed with 
but trifling delay. A proof of the extensive 
capacity of man, beyond what he is himself 
conscious of, until elicited by necessity- 

The Indian alluded to lived in a com- 
fortable farm house^ and cultivated a farm. 
I was very agreeably surprised afterward^ 
as we proceeded, to find a number of those 
people , established along the road, living in 
a settled, civilized manner, on farms, and| 
in some instances, having spirits and other 
. articles for sale* In such cases they bad 
signs e^chibited above their doors, but the 
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ioiifimcleit upon ^em .ware cifdiich an un- 
acotttii^9prip£ien,^tkj»tIappr€ihenditwould 
^0ve pequipedaivery ^iSkilliil dedipherer to 
4i$Qover wlmt 4li6y iSigniiied, in any otbet 
civajr .ihaft tby 8«eiqg ^he avticlM in thb 
JHmses* We met Mvend^of the men on 4he 
anmif with JiersesfantI slai^fasy dritwiiig^hoin^ 
tiayibmnitfae diiitant meadows and *ma^^€8, 
dsifaereik had been^cQoked tn tbs suaiine^* 
Xia8||pe:trBCt;$;of4lHSiparttGtf'(the country, 
jtKraugh Mrttchtxitir road k.Tv )\vere at thiis 
diiiie:qiiiiietunodca{^d»; a«idiOo?ered ,with 
.tms/^justas itfaay .oameifrbin ,the )hand of 
matureij and^itlli8iM{MK»n<of Ijie *yea:r,tfae 
.trees jbeti^ rleafitts* and their braindheB 
ioad^ jwiih ianow jpd ke^ tegetber with 
tlheisdeinn stiUnesa thaft ^pvd^railsy not a 
•soimd bmng hoard )but «t^ ^echo <of the 
.%rQrse3* thoo&ipunoing dloftg the roadi the 
^Gounttyihas aidreary, isheertesBi^litftiiblim^ 
iappeaaabee ; :ifiippeBsing ^fbe ' idmd «^vth -ah 
dindiBSQrifaabJe ^seasation of nwe, Jdn4sline8fi; 
Axd astooashmeht, and btin^g (it ba<^k^ 
iniiinaguiation, to thep^imitiv^ ugm df^the 
world. 

A m 
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One day the stage was UQusuaUy hn^ 
from the country beiog but tbioly aettled) 
and in the evening, while yetii considerafale 
distance frdm th# inn where we expected 
to stop, it became very dark, and bqgsa to 
rain heavily. As there was no house 
whatever to . 0ovd us shelter^ we were 
obHged to drive on» with tiie rain pourii^ 
upon, us in torrents f and this^ with Uie 
exc^sive coldness oftlie air, rendered our 
situation not one of the most desirable. At 
length our drivei prc^osed to take us to a 
«lHniill, house, a short dktance fcomUie roaid, 
occupied by a« acquaintance of his, who 
liad not been long settled, in the couatiy. 
iHere we could not esqei^ct to find very good 
accommodation, but the idea of obtaining 
shelter /rom the cold and. rain counter- 
l)alanced every other consHiemtion ; and 
^s the inn was sttU several mites farther on, 
wie j^esolved.togo. ^ ' MVben we reached it, it 
proved to be a small cottage, containing 
only two apartments; and its inhabitants, 
being new settlers, were poor. We had not 
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beea in long before I began to wkh we hud 
eontinued on the road, nothwithstandiiTg 
the rain; we appeared to have escaped 
Seylia merely to be dashed against Chary b- 
dis ; for we found they had neither bread, 
tea, nor sugar, ndr any thing, scarcely, that 
we coutd eat. They had some flour, bow- 
eter, of which our hostess made some cakes, 
and a kind of beverage that they called hem« 
lock tea, a decoction of small branches of 
the hemlock tree, a sort olifir that grows to 
a great height. The tea had a very anpled* 
i^nt, bitter flavour to me» afid being with* 
out sugar, I could not U!K& itt the cakes 
were betteri and after a mieal which, I must 
confess, notwithstanding my admiration of 
a certain ancient warrior^ did not constrain 
me to exclaim with him, •• Wliat luxury 
have I hitherto been a stranger to !*' we 
were shevm to a very tndHferent bed ; it 
was clean, however, and, stimulated by the 
fatigue and hardships of the day, I slept as 
sioundly in it, perhaps^ as ever I did in a 
much better one. 
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In two or three days allerWards we ar- 
rived at York; This is a plea^atit little 
town» the boase» geoeraHy ^ wood, and 
containing some gobd sh<>pa. Being: tlie 
seat of government of the upper pro^ 
yince, it has a house of assembly, court* 
bouse, &(i. It is situated at tbe loww 
^nd of a k>ttg bay, ife^med by a narrow 
pieninsulia stretching up the latke^^ parallel 
ijvitli the shoire, about two miles« On the 
extremity of this, called Gibraltar Point, 
stands a light-hoUse, mid exa<ftly opposite 
to it, on the main land,,, the- garrison ia 
situated, where we resided^ 

The lower part of the bay was covered 
with ice at tliis tim^ and the upper part 
was fiieqiienfted by immense flocks of wild 
geese, ducks^ &c. which afforded fine sport 
to our oiEeers, who frequefntly took a bat* 
teau du:ring the moonlight nigh};a, and 
dropping qufetly down among them, shot 
them in great numbers. The rivers and 
lakes of Upp^ Canada abound with these 
wild fowl, and those who ate fond of sboot-^ 
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i(ig may indulge themselves la it in this 
country to the utmost of their wishes.—* 
The Indians are particularly expert at this 
sport; and I was one day very much 
amused here with an artifice resorted to by 
two of themj. in order to get, unobserved, 
within restch of a flock of ducks which 
they saw at a distance from them. They 
<:ut a large bush, and fixing it erect at the 
bow of their carioe, one of them concealed 
himself hehindit, with his gun presented 
through it, while the other, at the stern, pad- 
dled gently towards the ducks: when 
within reach the former fired, and, with un- 
erni:^ aim, laid several of them floating on 
the water. My father was particularly fond 
of shooting, and at York he formed an ac- 
quaiatance with two of these people who, 
from being well treated by him, and getting 
plenty of rum, used to tak^ him in. their 
canoe to the haunts of the geese, ducks, &c. 
Ythere he had an opportunity of completely, 
satisfying himself with his favourite amuse- 
ip?nt. 
While we were at this place, the son of an 

A a 2 
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Indian chief> whose tribB was in the vici« 
nity of the town, died.;, and as the Indiaiie 
were engaged in the service of govem- 
menty a party of soldiers, with drums and 
fifes, was sent to bury him with military 
honours. Curiosity induced me to accom- 
pany the party* After walking a consi- 
derable distance, the greater part through 
a thick wood, not witliout some secret mis- 
givings on my part at the idea of joining a 
party of Indians, in the centre of a forest, 
late in the day, and far from home, we ar- 
rived at a small opening, where we found 
the Indiana, with the body, waiting for us. 
The deceased was a young man, wlio had 
been a great warrior, according to the ideas 
these people aitertain of great achieve^ 
ments in w^r, which was evident firom a 
number of scalps^ suspended by a cord, in 
regular order, from the top of a long staff 
that was carried with great solemni^ jost 
before the corpse, as a trophy of his deeds. 
They had been cut off by his own hand at 
the battle of Queenston, where he had dis- 
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tioguished hsmseif. His death was dcoa- 
eifioied by a cold which he took one night in 
the woodsi where, after hunting all day, he 
lay down on the snow, with only a blanket 
wrapped round him, outside of his ordinary 
clothes* The body was kk a decent blaok 
coffin : at our approach it was lifted upon 
sticks, by four men, and thD procession 
began tomdiro. An immense number of. 
Indians preceded the coffin ; the last of 
whom, walking alone, carried the staff with 
the scalps ; a few more snooeeded it, car- 
rying the deceased's gun, bow and arrows, 
with a knapsack, made of the skin of some 
wild animal ; and the soldiers brought up 
therear» the drums and fifes playing a dead 
march* When we had proceeded about a 
qusurter of a mile farther into the wood, we 
reaohod the grave, irbich was at the foot 
a£ a large beech tree t the coffin being de- 
posited in it, the knapsack, gun, bow and 
arraws placed upon the coffin, and the staff 
with the scalps placed upright at the head, 
the soldiers Hred a vMey over it. The re- 
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port of the mosk«ts Jiad scarcely subsided^ 
when the whole, tribe raised a most appaJ* 
ling yell» which» for force and wildness of 
sound, surpassed any thing I could have 
conceived tlie human voice capable of; 
and such as I should con^der well calcu- 
lated, asGeneralWolfe observed, *<to strike 
many a bold heart with affr%lit/' Its ter* 
rify ing echo through the forest, the solitary 
gloom of the place» and the near approach 
of evening, gave additional horrors to the 
cry ; and from not expecting it, the effect 
it had upon me, being but a young boy, I 
could not pretend to describe : I should be 
inclined to suppose it was something simi- 
lar to the eiTeots of a shock of electricity, 
for I scarcely knew whether I was standing 
on my feet or my head. The soldiers fired 
two rounds more, and the ydl was repeated 
aft^r each : this, being. concluded, the In- 
dians proceeded to fill the grave, leaving 
the knapsack, &c.;in it j and the stafi^ with 
the scalps swinging about in the breeze^ 
was left at the head, to supply the place of 
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a nioce permuxieDt and ctyflteed memeDto 
a€ kacocKtaitSi. £ waaiirfiMrm^d t&at a por^ 
pingeFi; ctmtainirig £^od^ ivaor put inside of 
the coffin ; and iipou enqtiirifig iiato the mo<* 
tive for h^rymg ihe .deeeased'a ImapBaek, 
iie. I learned that the Iddiaos suppo^^ 
wi^ reapeci to futarifjt that after death 
the departed take a long jaunty to a diflk- 
taQt country, wlieft they arrive .at a very 
broad and rapid ri^er, whtfeb they mixsi 
crees ; miA&r this purpose a rotuid k^ of 
wood is* placed ev^r it. Those wha have 
eondttcted thesaselves with prefiriety ia 
tbtflr life, walk safely over the bg, wliea 
they enter into a most detighitfat censntry, 
abounding with gattie of every descrifiAian : 
here they spend their eternky in shootings 
hunting; fishtog^ &e. ; and those who have 
lived impr<^rly here, while crossing the 
river, fall in, and are hurried into eternal 
oblivion. Th^food put in the coffin was 
ta sustain the deceased cm his journey, and 
the gun and bow and arrows for ahootiilg 
io! the happy country^ 
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In ccKmidering the knportant fad, that 
no peopte, however separated: from the 
rest of the worldt and however savage 
they may be im other respects, who have 
yet been* discovered, are devoid of re* 
ligion, of one kind dr other; that how* 
ever the various inhabitants of the earth 
may di^r in minor points, all unanimous- 
ly agree in the great and important one, 
of the exist<^ce of some gi^at supreme 
Being, who is entitled to their adoration 
and worship ; that the hnman mind, bow- 
ever uncidt^afted^ and barren of other 
ideas, can discern in the works of cfea« 
tion the hand of some unknown and om* 
nipotent Being, to whom it feels itself 
subordinate ; I think the Atheist is provid- 
ed with abundant evidence, if with all bk 
strength of mind and reasoning he possessed 
n sufficient degree to enable him to open 
his mind to conviction, of the absurdity of 
his doctrine. After taking a minute view 
of the wonderful system of the universe ; 
the capacious and insatiable nature of the 
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mind of man i his sosoqMdbility of progress 
sive impto^Ptanentt and yet the impossibility 
of bis arriving at perfection on this side ot 
the grave ; his vast mental superiority over 
aH the other animals of c^mtion ; the na* 
tnral tendency that this investigation has 
generally uponthe aaliid of man to convince 
him of the existeince of a great first cause : 
that a few veak, misguided men sbouldt 
merdy because Aegf whh it were so, come 
to liie condusion that the wjiole system 
should have i^rung up by chance ; that it 
is sustamed by mere casualty^ and that all 
mill, -Iff ckancei return to its original 
.nothingness--(How strange thehypotheiBis! 
Could matter so wonderful) so various, so 
substiHitial, sprtog by accident, without an 
agent, from nqthing? How closed even 
to the weak reason of man !)-iv-that they 
should come to.this coneluMon, I conceive 
. to be one of the wild^t, weakest, and worst- 
founded speipulations that the erring, fal- 
lible reason of man C0UI4 be capable of 
•.^Wggesting* . : 
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, «0r p9re.hen>i|Qal.xaurACT x}f ^xhougbt, 
Offtll eartbV madmen mmi deserves a chain. 

" Onithd Sdtbilf ApdS[the^piraadier(C)oiEi»* 
^K\f Off the €th: iisgiment am^ed ^in d»U 
%eau^,^€fm iKangslmiy^oit fiheirnf ay nxprlim 
^coBAtry. fFkef "sware ^dionined Jto reiBsin 
•Aufi«i^tiie'f6bh'i0:i^enresh:ilraint6lve8 t£tksr 

1 were in townj ^ndpfrlQte'fCftunitDg.toctiie 

iby • Captain M^Neite, iS^lS thlt >NM(np«^y, .iidio 
i was also going latere, f&n /otrr-^Waj -fee 'in- 
<ibf med iny^ther ^ ^ttre^ay^in :amimfe- 
^merits^he hwA iMide vibr;^e.t*e«aaiadw^of 
^liis journey to tbe^place^of'-hii fiestimitiom 
imd tspoke us^eM^d^iffly ttf being m fWM; 
^Seoi^, the next ^oWn, '<Ay a ^d^Maro flaiy, 
-as if «o imtoirard tcireum^ahcd 4ioUld ta- 
' tervMie j ' or as if uheertainty flftiil diacip- 
'pointmeM were neit, «kcf! tdo^ eettslsmdy, 
the companions of man. When; 9(^e srH^ed 
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at the garrison aii Wtts busffe and activity ; 
the AmeFicaii^ flttei hftd ^ppeiared' off the 
harbour, and from its 4iiatieeuvf(^s it was 
tof^dsed thatTotik wa» the place of its de- 
fitifiation* 

. The: troofMi wei^e under armsi and aU 
llmigh ilue.gceatast f^tWiJby prevailed in 
fmki9g the .pecessanjr dispositions for the 
defence of, the pliace^ very little appreiien- 
$»en'>wiiSieni9rtaihedibr its safety; which 
yraa cather ^urpa^i'singr since £he whole 
amouiit of. tiie -regubr- foreesi including 
tfaegrepadierB of the 8Sk regiment, did not 
eiiiceed |(0i& y the mililiia^ &re. composing a 
few hundreds more. 

Eaily on the morning of the 27th the 
enemy's fleet appeared, steering directly 
fi» the harbour : the troops were again 
fbrmed in the barrack square, and kept in 
reatdiness to march off to oppose the land- 
ing, 0f ihe enemy, when it should appear 
what point they would choose for that 
purpose. We had a small battery at the 
gamson,. anotlier at the governor's house, 

Bb 
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a short distance farther up the lake shor^^ 
and a third about half a mile beyond it, in 
the same direction* 

. About seven o'clock the fleet, consisting 
of a frigate of 24t guns, a brig of 18, and 
fifteen armed schooners, sailed round Gib- 
raltar Point, steering towards the upper- 
most battery. The morning was very fine ; 
the lake quite calm ; and the fleet, gliding 
slowly upon its surface with a gentle breeze, 
and in regular order, the frigate leading, 
the others following in a line, and each 
towing several large boats for the purpose 
of landing the troops, had an elegant and 
imposing appearance. 

As soon as it became evident where the 
enemy intended to attempt a landing, our 
forces were ordered off to oppose themi— 
Well do I yet remember that fatal mot- 
ning. — Oh ! how my heart bleeds, even at 
this distant period, when memory repre- 
sents to my view the devoted band cheer«^ 
fully marching to offer themselves a useless, 
but honourable sacriflce at their country's 
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shrine ! What could a few hundreds, even 
of British soldiers^ be supposed to etTect 
against the overwhelming superiority of 
force that their adversaries opposed to 
them, consisting of a greater number of 
thousands than they had of hundreds ? — 
Bat as it is not the part of British soldiers 
to surrender at discretion, or quietly to 
resign the post of honour, without at least 
making an effort to repel their invaders, 
the desperate experiment must of necessity 
be ma4e, and melancholy indeed was the 
result! 

The grenadier company of the 8th regi- 
ment consisted of 119 as fine men as the 
British army could produce, commanded 
by the brave and elegant Captain M*Neile. 
I saw the generous hero, at the head of his 
valiant company, in the prime of life, and 
prompt to obey the call of honour, march 
off — but, ah ! I saw him, and the most of his 
little band, return no more ! thirty alone 
^scaped the havoc of that day ! 
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All the regulars that oouM be spared 
from the batteries advanced beyond tbe 
uppermoBt one» and b» the enemy attempt- 
ed to Iand» opened a spirited fire upon 
them ; but, as the latter were so nunie- 
rous that it was impossible to oppose them 
all, some landed above where our little 
force was posted, got into the woodsy and 
coming down in their rear cut them off in 
great numbers. Captain M^eile was the 
first who fell upon this melancholy ooca« 
sion ; the sergeant-major of the 8tfa, a r^ 
markably fine looking man, was the next^ 
aind the carnage soon became general* 

While this parif of our force was coo- 
te^dittg with the enemy in the woodsy an 
unfortunate accident occurred in the bat- 
tery opposed to the fleet, which proved a 
death-blow to the little liope that might 
have been entertained of a successful issue 
to thd proceedings of the day. A gun 
was aimed at one of the vessels, and 
the oflicers, desurous of seeing if the ball 
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would take eflect, ascended the bas- 
tion : in the mean time the artillery man, 
-waiting for the word of command to fire, 
held the match behind him, as is usual 
under such circumstances ; and the travel* 
ling magazine, a large wooden chest, con- 
taining cartridges for the great guns, being 
open just at his back, he unfortunately 
put the match into it, and the consequence, 
as may be supposed, was dreadful indeed ! 
Every man in the battery was blown into 
the air, and the dissection of the greater 
part of their bodies was inconceivably 
shocking ! " The officers were thrown from 
the bastion by the shockr but escaped with 
a few bruises : the cannons were dismount- 
ed* and consequently the battery was ren* 
dered completely useless. 

I was standing at the gate of the gar- 
rison when the poor soldiers, who escaped 
the explosion: with a little life remaining, 
were brought in to the hospital, and a 
more afflicting sight could scarcely be wit* 
nessed. Their faces were completely black, 

Bb2 
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resembling tbose of the fadackest Africans ; 
their hair frizzled like theirs, and their 
clothes scorched and emitting an effluvia 
so strong as to be perceived long before 
they reached one* One man in particular 
presented an^ awful spectacle : he was 
brought in a wheel-barrow, and from his 
appearance I should be inclined to suppose 
that almost every bone in his body was 
broken ; he was lying in a powerless heap, 
shaking about with every motion of the 
barrow, from which his legs hung dangling 
down, as if only connected with his body 
by the skin, while his cries and groans were 
of the most heart-rending description. 

Although Spartan valour was evinced by 
our little party, it proved unavailing against 
the numbers that pressed them upon all 
sides i and in conse^ence of the loss of 
the battery, and Hie deduction that had 
been made in thfe number of our troops, 
their ground was no longer tenable ; but 
after nobly and desperately withstanding 
their enemies for several hours, a retreat 
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towards the garrison became inevitable, 
although every inch of the ground was ob- 
stinately disputed. 

The governor's house, with some 
smaller buildings, formed a square at the 
centre battery, and under it the grand 
magazine, containing a large quantity of 
powder, was situated. As there were only 
two or three guns at this battery, and it 
but a short distance from the garrison, the 
troops did not remain in it, but retreated to 
the latter. When the Americans, com- 
manded by one of their best generals. Pike; 
reached this small battery, instead of pres- 
sing forward, they halted, and the general 
saf down on one of the guns : a fatal pro- 
ceedings— for, in a few minutes, his advance 
guard, consisting of about 300 men, and 
himself, were blown into the air by the ex- 
plosion of the grandtmkigazitie. 
. Some time before this horrible circum- 
stance took place, the vessels had commen- 
ced firing upon the garrison, which obliged 
the females, children, &c. to leave it ; we 
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therefore retired into tl|e country^ to the 
houseof an officer of themilitta, where we re* 
mained a short time ; but, feeliog anxious to 
know the fate of the day, I left the house 
without the knowledge of, my mother, and 
was proceeding towards the garrison^ when 
the explosion took place. I heard the re- 
port, and felta tremulous ipotion in the earth, 
resembling the shock of an earthquake ; 
and looking towards the spot I saw an im- 
mense cloud ascend into the air. I was 
not aware at the moment what it had been 
occasioned by, but it had an awfully grand 
effect : at first it was a great ccmfused cxuss 
of smoke, timber, men, earth, &c« but as it 
rosCf in a most majestic manner, it asailQi- 
ed the shape of a vast balloon. When the 
whole mass had ascended to a considera^ 
ble height, and the force by which the tim- 
ber, &c. were impelled upwards became 
spent, the latter fell from the doudf and 
spread over the surrounding phdn. I stop- 
ped to observe the cloud, which preserved 
' its round shape while it remained within 
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my view. I then advanced towards the 
garrison, but had not proceeded much far- 
ther until I discovered our little party col- 
lected in a close body between the town 
and that place, which latter they had been 
obliged to evacuate. After observing their 
motions for a short time, I looked towards 
the garrison, when I became the melancholy 
spectator of what I had never witnessed 
upon any former occasion, and what I had 
little anticipated upon this. Just as the 
flag-staff caught my eye I saw— and oh ! 
bow my young feelings were harrowed, and 
my patriotic pride humblejd at the sight !— > 
I saw the '* meteor flag '^ of England bow, 
by impious, traitorous hands,* to the then 
triumphant,' " star-spangled " banner of 
America ! 

Finding that the garrison, which was 
very near me, was in the possession of the 
Aaiericans^ and, consequently, that all was 

* The English flag was hauled down, and the Ameri- 
can stibstitnted, by a sergeant who had deserted from 
the British army. 
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over, I returned to the house where I had 
left my mother, and shortly after I reached 
it a soldier came to us, with directions to 
proceed to the town as* fast as possible* 

We had a 26 gun frigate upon the stocks 
at York at the time, the capture o^ de- 
struction of which was probably tlie prin- 
cipsd object the Americans had in view in 
this expedition : the yard where it was 
building was about mid-way between the 
town and the garrison; and as the enemy 
were not sufficiently good soldiers to im- 
prove the advantage they had obtained, by 
following our troops immediately after they 
got possession of the garrison, but, on the 
contrary, remained in it for sometime after- 
wards — the second error highly disadvan- 
tageous to them this day— our people had 
fortunately an opportunity of consuming 
the ship, and thereby preventing it from 
falling into their hands. This was a parti- 
cularly happy circumstance, since the pos- 
session of it would have rendered them 
complete masters of the lake for a long 
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time, and most probably during theremftin* 
derof the war. 

On reaching the town we found the sol- 
diers evacuating it, on their retreat towards 
Kingston ; and Uiere being no other alter- 
native, we joined them, just as we were, 
and left the town. 

As in the morning we had very foolishly 
entertained no ^prehension whatever of 
being defeated, but left our quarters confi*- 
dent of soon returning, and walked out 
from the breakfast table as if to look at some 
curiosity, we brought no clothing with 
us more than we wore at the moment ; and, 
consequently, left York about 4 o'clock in 
the afternoon, to commence. a journey of 
200 miles through the woods of America, 
at an inclement season, without an outside 
garment of any description, or a second 
pair of shoes. The snow had just thawed 
also, which, with t^e heavy and copious 
rains, usual at this season, rendered the 
roads, that are bad at best, almost im- 
^ passable. i 
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We met tTi« light company of the 8th 
regiment at the end of the town, where 
they bad just arrived, after marching from 
Kingston ; and, without making the least 
halt, were obhged, to their great satis/action, 
no doubt, to tura and '* mark the self-same 
track again.** 

^ At a short distance from town we met se- 
veral of the inhabitants of the country 
going to it, who made no scruple to express 
themselves well satisfied with our success, 
and their new masters^ We had walked but 
a few miles when the weather changed, and 
it began to rain heavily, which, with the late 
hour of the evening, induced us ix> take 
shelter in the first house we came to : this 
was a small cottage of only one apartment, 
eight miles from York, where we were 
obliged to stay for the night, as the next 
house was two miles farther on. 

The main body marched on before us, 
and left my father and Lieutenant C— 
with their families, and a few wounded 
men, women, and children. People un*^ 
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acq^uainted with scenes of this kind can 
form but a very faint, idea of them from 
any description that could be given ; they 
were new to m at the time» and I should 
not be surprised if this would have been 
more -t^nsvfficient to satisfy the most 
enthopiastic lovers qfnoveli^, had any such 
bee^ |l)-e^^esnt; • 

W^ wereitoonuqiierous \o be accommo- 
dated ^^th any itliing to eat, as the people 
of the ^Qui56 ./werfc.paor J but luckily we 
had;th|^:j[eniainslo£.a leg of mutton, and 
som9^1>iFea4, tb^bw^rbroiightout with us in 
the morning./: '; : > : 

I hsul often heard it riemarked, that people 
sometioie^ej^petidQce great cliang^s during 
their. livgsii.;^n; observation tliat! occupied 
very litde^of niy^ttentioni untlil I saw it 
very forcibly ^etpiplified upon this occa- 
sion.. Qn$ of; iOUi:! officers, until ti)e day' 
before^ (qouldivQOt .think of diniiig t^eioTei 
parage,, ort aqy. accouht j it wa* such'" at 
sbo^king.borft!' to bee disturbed at his wine; 
atthi^ time thfe^iofire was strangely reversed. 
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it being a dteadjul one to have neither din* 
ner nor Nyine to be disturbed at. 

There was but one bed in the housiSi bat 
this would have been of little service, even 
in a sep^trateapartoaenty as the. piteous 
cries and groans of the wounded, the squall 
]ing of children, . and: lan^ntatioii6 ' of the 
women, together with our individiial feel- 
ings for the losia of property, &c. were quite 
sufficient to banish sle^p from ^ur ey^ifi. — 
After the nxost unpleasant night- 'ol^ bni 
lives, whose: lengtihened^ ^ hour«^ 'passed 
tediously away, we hailed^ with {>eou:liar 
satisfaction, the first dawn of dayv/ 

It had rained very heavily dtirfng- the 
whole night, but we entertaine[d a hope 
that it would. cease with. tfee approach of- 
morning s in this, ho we ver,:w.eivv We ^sap- 
pointed, for it continued with JMich^everity 
as to compel us to remain in ouV miserable 
sheltering place^ without a 'mOrfeel' to eat, 
as we had distributed the little 'we hadtlie 
night before, until aboui ( nine or ten 
o'clock, when it abating a Kttle from pour- 
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ing in torrents, we prepared ftir our jour- 
ney. Badly as ^e were circumstanced in 
other respects, we WJ^re fortunate enotigh 
to procure a carriage to tratvel in. ! The 
reader may perhaps feel a little curiosity to 
know of "uAatdescriptmn thh was, and also 
. inclined to congratulate us ■ on the lucky 
event : therefore iA order to gratify the 
one, ami enable hiiti to do* the other with 
the more effect, it may not be*amiss to in- 
form iiim tiiat it wag a good strong cart ; 
anc) wh^t was ^partkuldrty piea$ant^ consi- 
deringthe itate of the \*eather, our expect 
tuition of being pursued by the Americans, 
and a Very strong desire for something to 
eat, it yf^ drawn by two vdry speedy ani* 
raals, viitfoke of oxen. 

The females and children were put into 
this delightful vehicle, and my father, Mr. 
C^ and the wounded men walked ; the 
; wfaplQifQcm^ing a procession that might have 
;^fi^rdied amusement to a person fond of 
strange sights. We bad two miles to go to 
the first house, where we hoped to break- 
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fast ; a distance that, amng to the wretched 
state of the roads, and the alownesa of the 
oxen, occupied nearly two hours ; and a 
copious shower of rain having fidlen the 
whole ticne^ we had a very congfortable and 
respectable appeartnce when we reached it. 
I believe this was almost the first time in 
my life that I was taught to appreciate a 
breakfast, it having been always,, until this 
period, d^matter ^cowse ; I had scarcely 
ev^r considered its real use or value ; but 
ypon thi9 occasion I learned that a good 
blazing fire and a comfortable lureakfast, 
are not among the least of the good things 
of this life. Here my mother and Mrs. C. 
purchased two small Indian blankets, all 
that were to be had, as substitutes for 
cloaks, at ihs^moderate price of ten shillings 
each. 

Being informed that the Americans were 
marching after us — a report most probably 
raised by the people^f the house, with the 
view of getting us away ; as, although we 
were very comfortably accommodated, our 
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l<fyiii laiidiord and landlady expressed great 

• anxiety . to ace us afff evidently . le&t . the 

, Amiei'icans ahkmld; discover that :they had 

fentertitDed.us«?^ab0ut twelve, o'clock . we 

left this hause in.owjfy van^ and after a 

eot^fbrtabk. ride in' the vain. for about. four 

hours, we stopped for the night in a small 

hpiiBe,j?9e miles from that in which we had 

biteal^faajfce^.f ^ 

Here the accommodations were mise- 
rable ; but our, conveyance being so slow, 
and the rain so excessive tb^t we could 
ramain under it no longer, we were glad 
to put up with them. We got tea, &c.. but 
with respect to beds, they wese out of the 
question: a large fice was made,, and a 
quantity: of stranf?: sbakeo; upon the floor; 
and those who .chose to : avail : thehiselves 
of it might " stretch tbeir; weary limbs " 
.upon it} but for those who; \frere not so 
disponed, theire was.nootber alternative than 
ta submit patiently to. tiieiincoavenience. 
- On: the following. morning we.. proceed^ 

ed to a house: two. miles. &i?ther clown« 
c c 2 
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where we *breakfuted« At this place we 
found th^ qaarter<»iQest6r»seiigeaiit of tive 
regiment waiting for us wiih my fkUier^s 
horse: he bad been wounded during the 
latter part of the actioiH and not being able 
to walk, my father had had him put upon 
the horse, with which he Mlareated wjth the 
main body. Tim horse proved a greats ac- 
quisition to us» and became very usefhl 
afterwards, when in some instances no wag- 
gon or other conveyanoe conJd be procur- 
ed i my father and mother riding together, 
whjle my brother and I walked, audi in 
turn, watkthg ^hile we rode. 

The majority of the Inhabitants of this 
part of the country evinced great disloyal- 
ty as we proceeded, being much gi^ti- 
fied with the success of the Americans; 
and, coifsidering they had nothing to fear 
iroto us, did not hesitate to a^^ow it. In 
many instances they concealed their hoifses, 
waggons, &c; in the woods, to avoid ac- 
commodating us with them, and told us 
they had none. Upon one oecsskm, tbe 
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fourth nomtng df.<mr much^ as we could 
not procmre any kind of coQY^ance at the 
bouse we had stopped in all night, we were 
ofelfged to walk ttwo miles to tiie next 
house : heire the trick alluded to had been 
practised ; but two or three, wounded men 
who had rtettiaiised there all night, and were 
waiting for us; being aware c^it, informed 
my fatherii^o was very much exasperated 
attheideia. On threatening the proprietor 
to have him deprived of his property, and 
expelled from the country, he very deli- 
berately brought a couple of waggons, well 
appointed, out of the wood, after protes- 
ting, a short time before, that he had no 
Mfch thing. 

As the main body preceded us, they 
made the provisions so scarce along the 
road, that it frequently happened we could 
get nothing to eat fh>m an early hour in the 
morning until late in the day, which, with 
the fatigue of walking, proved a useful 
stimulus to the exercise of our patience. 
Previous to this march I had always bad a 
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great dklike toehi^»i but one day, after 
travelling a con^idemble distaoqe Mftthout 
being able to pr^^inre. any kiis^.'Of foodt on 
Teaching a house wbere> it may be suppos- 
ed, the, first thing we asked £br was some- 
thing to satisfy ouvreal bipger, some bread 
and cheese were set before as;, and I cocild 
not imagine* upon that occasion, how it 
was possible that I shoi^d have had an 
aversion to what J^thenconiideved one c£ 
the most delicious things I bad ever tasted 

Some districts of tb^s coiintry were, com- 
.paratively speaking tolerably mbabited, 
but others were mere woods fin: many 
miles } therefore we ;sometimes met with 
good accommodation, at others ^utte the 
reverse. Upon some ocqasions we were 
agreeably surprised by thie appearance of a 
fiae mansion, but piuch more fr^aendy a 
few farm houses, or cottages of new settlers 
met our view^ aftetthofa^ng several miles 
along a miserable roaid, thrptfgb athtck wood. 

A few days after we, comtnenced walk- 
ing, our shoes became quite' :wora: this I 
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felt to be the greatest hardship I had en- 
countered, as the roads were, in many 
places* exoe^vely bad, bnd my feet so sore 
as to afibrd me great pain ; and to repl&ce 
them ^th new appeared hopeless, be- 
foi^ we slu^uld arrive at Kingston. How- 
eirer, when libout half way between that 
towii and Ydrk, we found a large cask of 
annnunUhn shoes, or shoes provided for the 
soldiers by government, which had been 
left at a house by the light company of the 
8th regiilseht, on their way up the country. 
Tbese afforded a very seasonable supply to 
many who were with us, and among the 
rest I took a pair ; but as I was very young, 
the smallest I could find were considerably 
too large for me; and they being very 
strong, and unbound, the hard upper edges 
cut my ankles, so that between shoes and 
feet I was in fine •* marching order/' 

We at leng^ arrived at a place called 
Myer*s Creek, at the head of the bay of 
Quint6, where we found a small sloop, 
ivhich we engaged to convey us to King- 
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ston. The * following nor mng it rained 
very heavily for.sevf ral hours, dnd the wind 
being directly pontrary for us, nay fitber 
cn>nsidered it adviaeable not to put out, as 
the vessel was njot sqch.asrto warrant the 
expectation of gainii^ mudi against a foul 
wind; but Mr. C, who prolefeised gteat 
skill in maritime affairs, asdured him it 
would beat rjeraarkably well, and persuaded 
him to embar|^ and make a trial, as ** there 
could be no danger, of pur b^ingfunable to 
retum^^' in the event of jnotsvjpceedii^.— 
About one o'clock,, therefore, the whole 
party, which cqmplfrtely .filWd the vessel, 
having embarked, we .seit saiU wd rtood 
out of the creek. > 

. The bay is about two miles broad at this 
place, and we .made the opposite side tole- 
rably well* but wheo we tacked about, owing 
to some circumstances* wh^^h I do noH per- 
fectly recollect, we were /oot only incapable 
of making any progress ^oiM the baf, but 
could not even return to the opposite side 
where we had left. After several ineffcc- 
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tual attMEXpts we w^e obliged to leave the 
vessel and' go asbore } - and as the night was^^ 
approaching ifTO' Client into the first house we 
canm ta Here yre - met with a very cool 
reception t upon enquiring if* we could be 
acGOAttONdtttied ^ibr «6e< nighty the distress 
of tbe^hoyse^^Mtdt'^^.she supposed we fnus$/^ 
and as^ weiWeM^Veiy^wet We sat down be- 
fore a^lftfg^ fire in thie kiteten, upon which 
ther^^was a-grelit family pM : in this bur 
hosissstwas % makuigijstmarlroiit of Indian 
mealiidEdli|d:i*^«fiip|rawik '^^initliis bkidtrf. 
Afted iiMd boilefl avlong time, sbe^askud 
us if we. Would faave>itM»6 of it^ and beitigr' 
very nnMH- ine'th)^ hsfk»t^ of answering mch 
questions in the affirrnaHvi^ we part6ok very 
heartily of iiRhatlwei considered a very niod 
dish.; V ^id . ik^6tA.nmc o^dock she put on 
the .tea^ketUc^: and; very, kindly made tea 
forus.. :They .had;thie heist bread at this: 
house thaty^«e;jhad seen since tWe.ieft York.^ 
Oa the following nomii^yf when Idmul; to ' 
leave: them, we wished to purbhdse some 
to take with us, but they absolutely refused 
to sell us a single loaf. 
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host r 9fld ; , hpSteeSi . md ffCQOe^^d on 
our jpwrqeyg;;Ufl4^ ja . be«vy JWfit Aftftic 
travdli^ig, Jen n^jitea.if^r $w«bed a.fciTyr 
hoi^». ,aiji^ 4^fi!Pj(^V(»rMl»L 119 19ttrtgiy4A;M^<- 
faction, .t(i|4 U^feopj^ ;isi99¥t«ja|tite^aOT 

only; th«e: Qn fp»f {Pl^O^ «t/^ee« As 

we .w«ri9'Qblig€i4ltois6t to/v^lc'ireryipiiKitAtfc . 
ly, A94 csote ,^.<^j^n^;; Jaoitoitd.ibiid: by. 
this^tlitn^ ^h^n :sO;9ecftii»tofDed tci:. little aa-. 
noyma^ :lin4 di^apppjjumwb^rtltbtt . we 
thought *^bii^^ftbe«4 . ..i. ; '. . 

.'Ilo.tadd to-ojuf . comfinrt^ tbe^xaiii: i^oii« 
tinued:to faU initojTCfDtSi.andtbe windwas- 
muchtstrbnger than wecould'haa^.desired 
witk our f * &ail bairk, "inidrosisi^g such an 
exteit^if water.^ but ths pecipb&nitetk ao 
unkind^nd a^^rae jtoins^aii^theacconiitio- 
^a};!^^!!^ so hiidi that we were:^d of the 
opportupity, however tnidetiablei :aAd even * 
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dhwgeroas, of getting into a more hospital 
ble t^giCHi. 

' Several hours being spent in crossing, we 
at length succeeded in getting all over in 
safety ; but we. had to walk half a mile to 
llie kiQ of a village, at the river Trent ; and 
our ^pearaiibe along this road was not less 
amusing than upon many former occasions. 
The road was so soft and bad that the 
younger children could not walk. Mr. C.^ 
th^efore/tddk one of bis upon his back, 
while some of the soldiers took others, and 
my father gdt my sister upon his. We 
were as completely bespattered with mud 
as. trudging along such a road was capable 
Qf making us ; and, when we reached the 
iqn, if a: company of strolling players h^d 
been p^orming •• Henry the4th " in the vil- 
Idgei we could have personified a detach- 
ment of Falstafl^s wdl (pointed corps for 
thenl to a great nicety. 

Here we obtained excellient accommoda- 
tions and hospitable attention: the land- 
lady provided Mrsw C. and my motHer with 

D d 
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their gowns, &c. to the river, and msked 
the mud off then. We^ 'Sdon iiNEgot jott ^e 
hardships of the day m tbcae iocratiipi^ftde 
quarter^ Or only remembered tfaem fyr oar 
evening's amMemcoit; «ftd dier a ^oed 
night's rest )Bve were ^as iseady as ever to 
encouuter a^ew. 

In the marnifig vte ^wocimoi a Jbatteau, 
and ha^in^ ereqtedafktQd^f awfits^ over 
it, with Jtong vpds* icQv^esod ^^Hh ajaquiidin, 
we embarked^ > 

In a few w^> daye^ dfping whvk 
nothing remarkab^ Ojceurred, we ai«iv- 
ed at KiqgstpQj after a joiici^j ;df feiir* 
teen diajs, upon 'bve^y one -of whidi it 
rained in a greater of ilessfd^^iiee; and our 
shoes and clothes Imlig CQziqvleteiy wtm 
out, and benched with rain, lit may satu- 
rally be supposed we made a r^ery ^/loo^ ap- 
pearance on landing. It is .a remarkable 
fact that, although we were but l^tly 
clothed^ not a great coat beingi^ the whole 
party, the season inclement, and so rainy 
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tfaat oiif clothes woe wet jtfaroagh almost 
etery «by^!n^ a Angle; iqdividuaL among 
us caught cidd^ or deiived any infernal 
in^nry irbateter irem the beirdshq[>sr ilre had 
iBldergOBe: astnkingieiDlrrdbomtUMi of thai 
bcftiitifulflajisgttf Stettid'^ltfaxit, f^God 
tempers the urtudto the ih^axn )anb.'' 

Wheh we arrived M KingAon it had all 
the apflearaiice ef a seat of war, it being so 
fill! c€tta4fp% that alL the; merrhaiit^' stores 
were converted ktobarrAckdj the R. C 
church into an hosf iti^« in MjUHon to the 
n^lar banrx^^ ind hos^itaL t ships lof war 
wew boildhig, aad various piil)lic w^rks 
cari-yitig on with the greatest aetivity. 

Chie dayi while taking a walk in the 
^lUDtry,; I met three armed soMiers caoort- 
iog a deserter. As I passed the unfortu- 
tiate man I glanced at hitni ddd hii$ eyes 
aoeeting mitiei I fancied from their eKpres- 
sion that I could read in them the momeo- 
my feelings of his mind ; they seemed to 
me to say> " Oh ! that like you t were 
uranderiiig wherever my faaoy directed. 
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tincoiicerned with respect to my superiors, 
free from guilt, and having nothing to 
fear V* This imagined exclamation struck 
me very forcibly, arid ^ave a thinking turn 
io my mind. *' That poor man's counte- 
nance/* llioughtir ••i^ expressive of misery : 
under his present circumstances he is de- 
based to the lowest ebb of human degrada- 
tion ; poor, mean, despised ; a fettered 
raptive, marching with a quick pace to 
condign, in^pendifig punishment 

Some secret jagent whispered in nny ear 
at the instant* ** See in him your brother, 
an emblem of yourself, perhaps a better in- 
dividual than yourself!'* I started with hor- 
ror and indignation at the ides^ ; my pride 
waa .up in arms in a moment agi^inst the 
insulter ; but conviction, with invincible 
power, flashed acrosis niy mind, disarmed it 
jof all its yirulenqe, and humbled it into a 
quiet admission of th0 fact 1 ** When at a 
distance you first observed this man ap- 
proaching, you looked down upon him, as 
from a lofty elevation, s^nd considered him 
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TOOtivdi yiour inferior as scarcely to deserve 
a tfaottg^i except^ pecfaaps, a momentary 
feeliag'of pity atthe anfortunate situation 
imte which 'hisfbUy had plunged hini» and 
seeoied' to 1 forget thati like you, he is a 
child of Adam*. But, like you, he is a de« 
scendaBt of that fihildn cteature : like you, 
h6 V9M born in sin, and ^ prone to evil as 
th& ispairks iky lupwards i" made of the same 
jmrtwdab,. and by tbe same hand } fed and 
clothed by the same cesmnon parent^ and 
wiU yott dare to oflfend tliatpaireot, hisand 
yoiut, hy exdaimio^ with pnoud disdain, 
'^ n^ hMiixsx' indeed /" What could be ad* 
vanced in reply? The &et vjpjpeaxeA un^ 
demahle, and I: was constraitied to yield a 
tacit acknowkdgment. 

Butan: erablemof HiystJf ! this; appeared 
worse stilL *^ Bat> ^' i^id my monitor, " in 
\^hat respeet are you difierenrt from/iKis 
man ? He wittingly snb^ted'hiinself, and 
that hy a sotemn oath, to legal go vernorst 
for eertaiiiecmsi^raUoQ»fkitl^fiilfy(to<^y 
theii^ooQunMds: he ^s maNlbf-atimiti^ted 

Dd2 
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v^ith his duty before he ei^ged to perfonn 
it : no more was subsequently required of 
him than to conform to his free, unforced 
oath, and perforoi that reasonable duty, 
which it wodd have been his iatenest and 
advantage to fulfil; inasmuch as it enjoins 
sobriety, regularity^ . abstinence irom vice« 
various requirement , conducive to his 
health and comfort, with an attentfon to 
the occupation for which he was engaged. 
But this, notwithstanding the train of evils 
he was aware was consequent on the viola- 
tion of it, his depraved, perverse nature 
could not be. satisfied. with, because it re- 
strained him within happy bounds; lie 
must be at Ubertt/t he must have his own 
way, and now see the consequence ! 

<' You too have engaged by a sdemn oath, 
before men and angels, to submit to the 
authority, and obey, as far as possible to 
your weak natu;?e, the commands of the 
Kiog.of Kiug$ : it, too, is a remonable ser- 
vice, and not without its reward :r— Oh 1 
n%H» .reward. far surpasses an equivalent 
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for the best services (though miserable and 
insigniiicaht at best) you are able to per- 
form; and yet, you too, by reason of your 
depravity, have deserted your leader j you 
have fled irom your duty, rendered your- 
self obnoxious to the laws you have offend- 
ed, and you are at this moment fettered, 
and in chaiins, undef the care of guards 
that will not be bribed to allow you to es- 
cape, who ar^ coil'ddctibg you to that awful 
bar, where yoit '4iiufi?t aniswer for your de- 
linquency : and trifling is that punishment 
which this poor itian anticipates, when com- 
pared with what awaits you, unless the 
great extenaatibg plea can be urged on 
yoar behalf! *' 

But possibly he is better than myself I 
<( Yes-^Much as you may despise him, per- 
haps when placed on a level with him, and 
your respective merits ^ weighed in the 
balance, you may be * found wanting.' — 
This man has, to judge from appearances, 
been brought up in poverty, ignorane^ and 
misery j his mind, probably, instead of b&- 
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by b^ fti(^»pte ^nd. pi:ecepit^7 ]Wt;piii <€ 
b^ingtaugbit ^ kqi>]9f:9i[u};£ra?fiqd Iwrctbb 

.tobla$pbeGQ«^.it; 4n4 i^sikfad.^ Irafa^ i|ie 
structied to F$yereft€lQ ^igMNfi.^^ i^^pr^- 
fessMs, be oit^ly ^no«!^) ik s^t H avisieqt of 
ri^iile and ci«r<^(|$k», I'a, tlm.m^nriile^ 
mmMth ba^(t»e§ni^M¥ik $ti4 ^ coww^ 
of him hfk\ ^^^^^i ^m^h^ ra^utd« ibtt 
wkl^ ^ct^ th^. <;ii$0 JABltt^r^lj difftm»ii: 
from your earti^- mftft^ ywr have b«» 

long to yoa4 «y»l^aal»5 Itewa^; y^^ *^*^ 
b^n instructed io your duty. M God aod 
~ y6uT§^\9m^memi. yiou.hdiie eonrtantiiy bad 
pp^^ed u|»on your attention tbe> neceesil^ 
and advaotejpe.of /* vdUoag iwortfay .of the 
high yoqation wh^cewith yw «e calkd*'^ 
and the.c20nsBqtteniceft.of etthdc impffoiuiig 
or SffamiiP^ tjifia saicced ti*easuee. coianitted 
]boy<»ur care^c Whettj^otttrans^ess^ these- 
ime^ you d^: spagakirt tlie dearest l^t. 
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ag%ifi$t the loudest clamours of consciencef 
agHkinst the fullest coairiction of your 
mind 9 ai^d your ofience is infi&itely great* 
er than that of the man from whom the ad« 
vantages have been withheld which have 
been lavished upon you. 

'* And here yoU have aiiother striking 
display of the exalted character of virtue^ 
and the debasing nature of vice. This man^ 
previous to giving way to the Imneful im- 
^uence of the letter, was on a level witbthose 
by whom be is guarded : now he. is degrad- 
ed far below them. Observe them as they 
march along, and with what different feel- 
ii^s do you regard tbem i the one an ho* 
nourable character, who has devoted himself 
to. the service of his cmintry^ and is ready 
to offer himself a sacrifice fa/ her defatce 
<m: honour, and as such, entitled to your 
epteem ; the other a miserable miscreant, 
exciting. your pity and contempt. While 
viQe debiMses man below his natural level, 
virtue exalts him far above it, there being 
no situation in life below which vice cannot 
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(i^nrile atnan ; while tifewis o^ie m ikh 
vated aiK>ve wbtoh value c^nftotmise^ hUtt#* 

A few <fojs afterwai^s the unlMfip^ ilisyi 
\i^fls tried airdf cDiideaiiitd i fttid dn tbe 
moFhiiig apjraimtdd for tbt i^^utlM^ iAf 
youthful curiosityi &^1 pMtitifg for .li^W 
olgoct^ led fiftii ti^ wittiest tfte *tr^ical 
acGtte. 

Alt we liviii at th^ ijfpp6tite ptt^ of the 
iovra iroiA the^ barfaek^ wfa^e^ the pto^ 
eeesion moved to tbe plied ofei^caUdAf I 
proceeded to ^ s^^t i^otL^ #bicb it 
must pa8»} and just as I t^acli^ il^ the 
dead m«rch» Whidi the bfltid wa» pl*;b^« 
brtike, in sad aad soleikiQ Mte8# ttpon a(iy 
ear : eViry hollow roil of the mtiffi^ df ilttt 
seemed to warn the udhlippy tict^ of his 
ap^oaching dilserlutioo j ei^eiy OAieludilg 
note of the piarts of the piece appealed to 
measure his reinaimi]^ mooiedts, . Md to 
riuiitfd him that biit a fcrw more reoaU&dd 
between it aad bis appearast^ in the 
august presence of his Maker. 

I waited a few minut4s untU the pM» 
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cesBton ^tuAe vnj^ diaB MCOoapMiied it m it 
moved dowlf <m Ibothe time of the dead 
iBardi, nfliofle kogtheiied ^lotes appeared 
to sympatjiiae mttiii the sufferer^ in i)eing 
unwilliiig to hasten that awfal imMaeiit, hig 
rvrith auch impottaal; seaulta to him. 

The hand led >tte 'way ; the <xiffin, the 
gloomy ciadle of death, borae on men's 
ehouldeis, foUowed'Oext $ and immediately 
liehind it, pinioned, and guarded en either 
aide by soldiers, iliie itaftirtunate viotim to 
the oflbnded laws of God, of honour, and 
of ^bis eouivtry. TSiie droops of the garrison, 
a leqg train, ^mth measured steps, and 
aerious countenances, brought up the rear. 

Young i(s I.wfiSb I was'deeply afibcfted l>y 
^e solemn and moumliiil scene, and in- 
dulged in the ^serious thoughts that it ex^ 
cited. As the pbor Aan occasionally 
cast hiis eyes ^om 4be surrounding ob- 
jects, I fanc!ied'3.uitderstood the secret ef- 
fusions of hfisrniind. «« These objects, so 
^r, BO pleasing ^o^theview, with what dtf- 
ftrent interestare thejr regarded by nae and 
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the : multitude thut accompany me I The 
latter^ expecting to sOd them again, per* 
haps very often, scarcely notice them : but 
I, I now give them <me parting glance, and 
I must gee them agiun no more for ereF-l 
How strange does it appear to me, and oh ! 
what secret paogs aocomimny the reflec- 
tion 1 that of the . immense cmwd I noir 
beliold, I am shortly. to be slogled out, to 
s^ve as a mQmento,.a warning to tbem <^ 
the perishable, shortflived nature of num : 
and while their thoughts and attention are 
entirely $ngrosafd> with ' my melaoc^H^. 
fate, in commiserating .my uatimdyend^ 
and deploring my r^nov^l /ram lias gay 
and pleasing.soe^e} they perhaps: overteok 
.the solemn fact i that: my: fate Ja : no. .uncoafe 
mpn one, but. that, with.ajittle variety la 
the mode, jth^y a)! in, tuisi,' . as well as Jk 
must close thejlr ey^ Ufpu this world for 
ever, and tread those ./gtoc^my, unlqaowa 
cnyerns of the :dead, which, in a few more g 
jBeeting i|)pmep^ I tpust vtoture to ex* ff 
plore !-rOh, vice 1 vice! wiltlhQU nev« 
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tt9se ta ghiMlito vMlrtidtis jd^ df d^ath^^ 

% iiilhttMteA trMatfe»i f^ titoti $1^1 {j^^ 
fflrtv with ralU»s^>atid^'(b^BhoMdti thit coti^ 
tlMtt^i«pQrti:^f ^bim Md hiii^rir thy 

victims iff tlie< ttags* of > extMcfmf^ t>elbiii 
tfaeir Msfeer dalfai iketHl 4ntt «bou slill 
Immit A^Xki frmn tbkingf ttdv^aftitag^ df t^ 
preeibiiSit tl» invaluisiUr ftkito AHctted to 
tlte{B<f€«r ':£hepttr|hi8e of pn^ing.to niete 
(Adir €rdd wilhi wcfeplMice^ . by poisoum^ 
tikkit mndk'whlh^ iky vain AAsmltmi wd 
eiisnwtfi^ ted Iteadi^ dwrnrto ilulnf by tke 
^^pttt^ ^t ittiartnfyiDgt deo^tAil, and 
f«iall>aite thevi art 4xmtiiiiiltU^^hibitii% 
to Ihtiff view ! Wild, iukmg ihj' IMetiM^^ 
tidtm thafa aliaiU tdioftfiy "vritti tor die recom- 
pienaeX aoh abqMA t^keiMivir^tt thy hand fdr 
Innrkig AnroMd«y Wtfto^htoftifiH'be detdrr^ 
all: fiwn^'tbofSf Mi 1^ ? Who^ aitMdg thant/ 
tliatahaU^ab(Mrlly;lwhda:]i^ 
ficc l^di^hAli^lkhrine, fihaili&isamkkti th^e 
ftr el^itt iM acQ^mtolf t% baiejagraititudd, 
and taroKtheaiaelf 69 undto the aacred bah. 



xe 
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aers of virtue? If fifty, if twenty, nay^if 
even one should, byn^rdeal^^ be extricated 
firom thy fatal gmsp, of what ii^ite sor* 
vice would the nidanclK>ly example be pro^ 
ductiye 1 titea iadeed m^ht. it be said that 
l^nefit aciay accrue evim from vice. 

He marched with a firm step, and s&t'ene 
countenance ; and as he . sometimes ralseii 
hts ey«s, which seemed to express a mixture 
of hope, confidence, and siq){^ation, to 
heaven, I imagined I could still ftirdier 
read in them the inward worldngs of his 
soul-*-** I have indeed deviated from the 
padi of virtue; I have tran^essed the 
laws of 6od> by breaking a solemn cove- 
nant which I sealed, by calling upon him 
to witness ; I have brought upim myself 
shame, disgrace, and desfth ; asid.allimugh 
I have rendered mysdlf woftihjr of these- 
verest chastisement of Provideidce, yet hk 
dispensations towards me^have been mark* 
ed with great mercy. He' has allowed me 
the opportunity of Iwconiifig acquainted 
with my spiritual state by natuVe awd -by 
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practice ; and instead of cutting me off, in 
an unguarded monsent, > in the very bIos< 
som of mjr sin/ he has afforded me time 
and inclitiation to call upcfn him for mercy 
and forgireness ; and" hto assured me, that 
although my- life has passed away in the 
neglect of this^ indmentbus duty, yet that 
even at the eleventh hour he is willing to 
take a tepenting sinner iitto the warmest 
embraces of bis love.*' 

A ray of hope and joy now seemed to 
beamr froii(i> his thopghtful eye, and diffuse 
itself hvcttIhs whole .countenances and ap- 
peared :to esqpt'ess that the painful feelings,"^ 
natui^l in circumsteiices such as his, were 
in a greft|:meas«ce' i^cbioved; and that he 
wa^^ran j4ble:to ttiiimph^ ovec the horrors 
that; darkened bigf few r^ainjng moments, 
However^^^I.t)ioiught>I'«0uld4i9cem a mo« 
nmktkty dejecticmrahdiapxidtv 
overddudihii^^^i-^^^riTf^W^^^ These, 
*i»0l®etX i»JWt;l»ye.l)5e^,Pfi«ft«iQned by 

tbeceq€|llec^iqppf^ju^wi|i|<*^PiPQC^^^ 
w)»OWWi(iwe4afl4:fetfe.wl6W«t»t5^.hW.cro8S^ 
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ed his mind, mA dwtwffegi* it| ^fuy^ig^ ^ 
but in a fow twwtes, ^9v4mtlpfmif^fm^ 
and his coonteiiMicg rtwmedi ^ttaikomm 
and hope iib«i; h94 ji«^ l>«i}?» 9iiw»t»4 i^ 
This, I cojyjftivfidt jTflsiriil^drftwR *<•?»* WJF^ 
proniiee flMhtng WBPM Md «9H»d, iw Wft 
comfor^ and bi^fling Urn ts v^igf ^Mn 
to Uh care, w*iQh Semite wSfipaftf ^Ipgfeyl 
at this awM mpmeiMb bi»d ittad«< l« \>& ** a 
father to the fatherl^aa^ iiA t\» wim^i 
firiend." '. ■..: 

In a ^lorf; ti«)B ^/jtrdcaiirfoa i^^airibod 
tl|e f^p fiC.,MM»tioiii {I laijge eannRiB 
outside of the tOMri; Hen1:hfitrQq)ii wera 
iotme^ into theee aidesiflf a square. ;; tike 
eoflin va&pla^dilinitiM <BaifaD%.aiidthe««« 
&rtunate c>lpsi]tt8et4Bdflfioii}ti.t{ltfokNteck' 
towaids th« QiitiR -flide^Ckhci^ittnu: -A bun 
dage hxmtghsbh Had orvii^lMl;ejrQs» a'&ing 
^aaviy. cpnsj[stU9.t>flsij£inen» advanoed^inlo 
the centre bP^ftw «qiMni» itadi' jttdod a. £um 
paces in f»M)£>tff «ftep Mril9fr««i .TRSn^v- 
tant then^ i«a&^ ikitl^«eA1Jebti« akiadr dftcv 
cottchrdihgwhtehl henisidtt ii Aw sj|^ to 
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the firing party, the last,, by a white hand- 
kerchid^, betiig the awful sigoal to launch 
the fatal bullets at the . priscm^. The un- 
happy man,, on receiving their fire, gently 
fell on his left side, a lifeless corpse* 
'' The troops were ag^in formed into divi- 
^sions^ and, after marching close past the 
deceased^ returned to their quarters. 

As desertion was very frequent at this 
time^ the Indians were' einpIo}redc to inter- 
cept the deserters in tke woods, and were 
allowed a retirard for every soldier, dead or 
alive, they brocrght into town. One iftor-^ 
ning the barrack yard presented a inelan- 
cboly and shocking scene. Thiee or foiir 
of the Glengary regiment, who bad been 
shot in tbe woods by the Indian^ lay ex- 
tended on the gropnd: one of th^mhad 
received a ball in the breast while ' iit the 
act of kneeliag;. and aiming his musket ; 
and his death had been: so ins(tantapeous 
that he became stiff; ]n<^th^t position^ his 
amis^being eafitended, and one knee bent;; 

probably owing ^ ia a . :gr^ \ me^ure to the 
E e 2/ 
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Jstense fbost tfait prevailed ftt &e tim«i it 
;bfiiog tbe depth of wmtec One fiuai ctf o^ 
fktfasPs regimeBt was feond firozen todeelii 
at the foot of a small ptoapice, mhicK ^om 
the appearance of the mtow on the aide of 
it» he bad freqatntSy attwiptedl ia tBcend, 
J9bt had bectaie oVerpoweDed l^ the fratt 
hefofefae.coukl.MCpmpti$b it* He wa9 »ia- 
planded dwing the day te the upper e«d of 
a bng poatft 1^ «) opp^ii^iMyni »it»ftti(Hk at 
IJie harKa^ai^.ei^th^heftd^^f ODO of IXe 
Wi»tteyiUe% fegnneii^ brought in at tb^ 
fame time, waa placed upon the top of » 
loikgpoie^ ia fuU view of hia late oomradea. 
Thiftii^tm^nt of tbe dead bodiea of the 
mforttttiaie in«u my^ {tfirbapit i^ew 
veiy ha,Ehaff6iiap attd unbeeoaftifiir ^ Bnttah 
.actngr; but when tbepenictous effieete of 
/desertion in tio^e of war Bi!:e iaSi^n miip 
.consideration^ particuhiriy at «ich acnti- 
>oal ii^od as thia was, aa the Americans 
hud become very succwslcd in iho ixpptt 
part of the eonntry, jn»i the loss iof the 
men being tisfliag m^en coqupaead trath the 
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cqnsequeiioes that might result from the 
enemy being put in possession of the infor- 
mation that deserters might carry to them ; 
the necessity of putting a stop to the bane* 
ful practice will be found to have tolerated 
every method that could be resorted to for 
that purpose. 
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Tuesday, 19th July, 1825— Having en- 
gaged a passage on board the brig Green- 
how, bound for Newry, I embarked in the 
evening, and on Wednesday we again took 
leave of " Old Quebec." The morning was 
fine, with a gentle breeze* A ship gettii^ 
under weigh displays a lively, active scene. 
<< Man the windlass !" was the first ord^ of 
the mate : the windlass was quickly manned, 
and the seamen commenced weighing the 
anchor — and, as the great chain cable 
clanked along the deck, and the sailpr sent 
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-?qhl" tbe^oiw4s jre»abed the. ear/nith 
mocQiinpi^rtwt) ixf^mms. than nercljr that 
thQ Miqbor W9» mtojog £roi» the bottom.i.« 
They r^Q^d, 919 that I was onoeaiare 
ahQRt tfi b« ^piq9«4 to the. dangers of the 
gmeatf stprmjt traokles^ oeea% whtqh. I 
hi^i hi^ r4<}?i|% ^sea^ed ; fliat lfa£ gay and 
^Iti^F^ti^g «^n# th«o hefare me woahi 
Bfiffa, fad^ fiipqi my fjgbt I that I was about 
ifk let^^ this plflfft^ant coUnt»y» vhere I had 
bf^Q q)e|i4i9g ail^w ^tpoda mostagreeabiyv 
and^ltiohM f«iw^2jybe«Loneofthe 

*' Seat« of itty youtby when e^^ry sporl c(wdApk«9eA! 

4jn4 IftoWftfTtt starange it maj af^ear, I 
q9H}4^c^ thsit in tbe cowse and boiste- 
toB^: Vftic^ of m ibncnltivated^ and. too 
4Mfi)ie«bb^ profli^te and pm&ne sailor, 
ini^g^-bej^sard that of wisdom and inntrue- 
tm^t, in eases cf this kind. '^ Yon 
4fis A^Qiit tQ i^^ertafe^ ai k>iig and dao. 
^rerous voyage : youhairecommittdd your- 
l§lf to t^Q ear^and gvciAmce of ni^en \7h01 
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of themselv^B, are incapable of preservings 
you from» and leading you clear of, the 
dangers that lie every where in your way : 
trust not alone to them, therefore, but apply 
for protection and safety to Him who has 
given the ocean its bounds . which it can- 
not pass ; and who, being able to say ta 
it, ' thus far shaltthou go, and no further^' 
can also say to it, * these I permit to pass 
over in safety, see that thou do them no 
harml'^V But although these sounds re- 
minded me of ^satisfactions then ended, 
yet did they also briiJig to recoliection that 
I was just commencing a voyage that 
would restore me to my ifamily, who would 
hail with joy the: moment of my arrival, 
and receive me with feelings of pleasure. 
They represented the happiness I mast de- 
rive from the ipaeeting, after .a longsepa* 
ration ; and th€se considerations were 
much more than sufficient to counter- 
balance any feelings of r^et that might 
accrue from the former. 
•* Man your topsail sheets, and overhaul 
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your clue-lines and buntlines !*' cried the 
mate ; the seamen sprang to their places 
with the greatest alacrity, and the command 
was soon executed. The topsail haliards, or 
rope by which the topsail is hoisted, was next 
ordered to be manned, and the hoisting 
was accompanied by a lively song, the 
words of which, being the extemporary 
composition of the seaman who led, af« 
forded me a good deal of amusement**- 
One. man sung, and the rest joined lustily 
in the chorus. The following is a specie 
raen :— 

Oh ronse bim np, Newry girls, 

Choras — Oh, yeo, cheerly ; Oh, yeo, cheerly • 

Now for Warrenpointy Rouse him up cheerly, 

Oh, yeo, cheerly; Oh, yeo, cheerly; 

Oh*iiia6t«bead faioi, Oh, with a will, 

Ob| yeo« cheerly; Oh, yeo, cheerly; 

Cheerly men, Ob, oh, yeo, 

Oh, yeo, cheerly ; Oh, yeo, cheerly. 

From some of these few simple wordsi 
the effusions of the heatt, at the momenjt, 
no doubt, an in^octamt inference is plain. 
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"Frdiit thd ilMmaMHse «r thit hem. t^^ 

it H eHdoft* ftwnt Mffi« lof <lt^ «d»f^« ^<. 
jnMskm^ thifi altbdiigb s^pai^^tf, I^ah 

homsi"^ ki»d 1Mb lM<r fits ^tiraetl6nr, n^ 
hod A beM' ObIftehit«d fi'ofai IHs* meiiittKjr tty 
tjrei»| IM^ M tfre «dlitttli^ bad {M-6b4Aly 

WbM hAdbeitt «iMtt'reftib(efoi«i by aifiiidi* 

vidual wbo could express tbe sentkMtit 

in far more encbanting strains ; and wbo, in 

giving a tbtttigbt to his country, could 

exclaim» 

Wbem'ar -I Mun, whatever rMdaM to mi. 
My i&«iir^Mmrav«Ued, still retaiM't* tlMB I 

He DfOW, in common with ffie-rest lof tbe 
crew, seemed to bail tbe moment of re- 
turn with lively satisfaction ; and, not un- 
adviscfdlyiiiniployed dMineA^oaoftXMmtky, 
b^tme^ aYidtteirfasdiMtiofll lwb^wmtatd», 
fleii»i|eiirl:«otidllng itkni^w i»^exW»» in 
tbe duty they were performing. 
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And oh ! how! enviable must this man's 
case have been, in the estimation of many 
of those who had left the cpuntry, in com* 
pany \^jth him» to which he was then pre- 
paripg . to iretiirn ! What must have been 
their fe^ii^s as they caught the. last 
glimpse of that vessel which had brought 
them to a^ di$taot land, but which, in re- 
visiting the, land of th€^r fathers, the land 
of their nativity, of their. dearest connec- 
tions, of all; that had hitb^fto engrossed 
their afiections, returned, alasl without 
them I r While those on board were, resdiz- 
ing the sacred satisfaction comiected with 
the idea of again soon beholding all they 
held dear} the others, in losing sight of 
them, as the vessel vanished beUnd the 
head-land of Point Lev;^ felt the only link 
that yet see^aed to remain between them 
and their country, broken in a moment 
for ever. 

Oh! how grateful should those be to 
Providence, whose milder fete it k never to 
feel those p^pgs of separation from ailrtbe 

Ff 



Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



am 

endeariog ties iKrilih which the aflbetiow of 
tb^r hearts are iubacwm&k I dHit tfaey-we 
permitted to eqjoy towstort^ ease^^&d eon- 
venieoce, under the mnchtditvished pater- 
nal roof^ instead of being ob%ed to^ w«ider 
in deiurch of them to a far*for^gn land/ to 
tlie land of the stnnger, and too, too fre- 
quently, the pU^s stran^r ! If thej only 
knew the ***gf eat price -^ of the ♦* pearl " 
they possess, surely they would appreciate 
it mover ^and be more thankful to the great 
bestower of it. 

We were now «iider ^mgh, with a hght 
breeze, and the ship glided gently down 
the hiirboun The master that brought the 
vessel out to Quebec was to leaive her here : 
he had ccnne on board to see ns ot^ and as 
he left us, the 6rew gave him three cheers ; 
and when the new master came on board 
shdrtly afterwards, he was received with 
three animated cheers also. I was sorry» 
however, that there was but little sincerity 
in the latter : while walking the deck, I 
fiftd heard their conversation upon the sub- 
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ject» a littki bidfQK.the mmter i«Aohed the 
v(S9s«b and wbi3» tbejr cdituneMed. eheei> 

U i&mnAt^ me: of tb&i 99<:»e»t l9r^elitap» 
who drew ntaewith JJieiir mouths, md hp- 
bottted God with tJiek:iipiSk nthile their 
heiurts were £ir from hWi^ 

Had I seea less ^of the wodd I should 
have bem rata less to oaneeive bnw they 
ceuldbave beea guiJjty of so oHiph dpp]ii- 
dtji but thaib if «o ^cAiQmoo in ijb that it 
ceases^ to ex^atp any surpriseiLevefi ip the 
minds of those who have only had > glance 
ioto it. 

I was x^ertainly very naaeh aatcwiabed at 
the first gtaring instanee of thia vice that I 
remember to^ have witn^sed } it lecewrred ajt 
a. small town in Iiower Qftnada^ ^bere v^ 
Ather's regimefit was qu9r«ere4 for a short 
timev I had gene from Menibreali wJbere I 
was at sebopl at the. tinie, on a visit to my 
fmiSly i and dwi^g my stay the re^ebt 
was ordered suddeidy do^n the couatry^ 
Jits the town was einlbejemterosideofthe 
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St. Lawrence, and no regular communica- 
tion was held with Montreal, except by the 
steam-boat j and as the latter took the regi- 
ment to Quebec, I was obliged to wait its 
return. My host and hostess were Dutch 
people ; the former considerably advanced 
in years. One morning a young gentle- 
man of their acquaintance, who bad just ar- 
rived from Qtiebec, entertained us with an 
ticcount of a prank he had lately assisted 
in playing upon a young man, a mutual re- 
lation of the parties, who had been lately 
mnrried. 

Formerly a custom prevailed in Canada, 
though now but seldom used, for a number 
of people to collect about the house of a 
newly married man, late on the evening of 
his wedding, and daub the whole front of 
it with mud, and every kind of filth. It 
was in putting this custom into practice 
that our visitor had been engaged ; and the 
old people enjoyed the particulars of the 
account very much, laughing heartily at it. 

The young man proceeded on his jour- 
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tiey tbe fallowing morning; and, what 
wa« very remarkable, before I left the 
toWD) the gentleman, the victim of the 
sporty arrived also, and, of course, came to 
the house. He, too, gave us an account of 
riie lafikir, but with very diflferent feelings, 
and in a very altered strain : he was much 
exaspemted at their relation*^ conduct, and 
exclaimed against him in rery indignant 
langaage. My worthy host and hostess, 
apparently^ a vtery sympaiheth disposition* 
and, through polfteness, I suppose, willing 
to be ** all things to all men,'" pretended to 
fetl precisely with him «pon the subject, 
informing ^im that tbe other had been there 
a short time bcffore, and bad mentioned the 
procieeding, not concealing from them that 
he ^d taken an active part in it : upon 
wWch they had said to him, " And more 
zfimnefor you /' and had expressed them- 
selves " wry indignant &t his conduct /'* 

From inexperience of the world I had 
formed very errcHtieous views of it, repre- 
senting It to my mindas/cow/Verec/it should 
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be, and therefore did not entertain the mMt 
distant idea that there could be any thing <^ 
this kind in it; it maybe easily judged, 
therefore, with what surprise I, who had 
been present upon the former occasion when 
this old pair were so much amused, heard 
them express themselves in this manner. I 
was confounded, and concluded that this 
must have beea a solitary instance of such 
depravity ; I thought it could scarcely be 
paralleled : it has frequently presented it* 
self to my mind since, and with it the amus- 
ing idea of my simplicity, and unacquaint« 
ance, at that time, with men and manners. 

I have frequently considered it a cir* 
cumstance to be deplored, that, in too mao j 
instances, the words, and even actions, of 
the people of the world are no criteria by 
which to judge of their real sentiments. — 
One may have friendship professed, per- 
haps favours bestowed, and may be in- 
clined tQ conclude from them that sincere 
friendship is the cause of all, from igno* 
ranee of the motives or intentions of the 
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party they proceed; from ; but in a short 
time, perhaps^ some trifling circumstance 
occurs that exposes the real sentiments of 
the mind, and one finds that all ISkd their 
source in self-interest, or some baser 
principle. 

Lord Chesterfield has said, that half a 
dozen reah sincere friends are as many as 
a man can meet with in the whole coume of 
his life. I imagine that the indiyidual who 
can calculate upon that numl^r may con- 
sider himself possessed of a large stock ; but 
I apprehend that not a few, who have seen 
life in its vicissitudes^ are willing to admit, 
as correct, the poet's assertion upon the 
subject, , 

Friendship, like love, is hut a name, 
Unless to one yott stint the flame. 

And as for a Damon and Pythias, I believe 
it would easily soften a heart as cruel as 
that of Dionysius to meet with them in the 
present day. 
. When we reached the entrance of the 
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harbour we had a full vi^W df tkd l^ajjb of 
Mwemyt a beauUful oataradt nearly on^ 
hundred f^at hfgh^ forin^ by the ^iver 
Morency falling into the St. JjaiWtente.^^ 
The water assumes Iho a^peamnc^ of fi>am 
immediately aflter leaving the betl of thi 
river, akid of course detains It to the bottom 
of the fall. The sun shining upon the 
spray, and the v^pdur that ^isM fbom below 
glittering in bis beamd, render the cataract 
a magnificent sight* 

From this point the spectator i^ pre* 
sented with a delightful prdspect On the 
lefU while his h^art is giaddetred With the 
comfort and neatness displayed by the 
handsome, cultivated farms, his eyes are 
charmed with the churches, shore, &c. of 
Point Levy : a little further to the right, 
the famous city of Quebec stands full be- 
fore his view. 

Seated, in proud defiance, ^n the summit 
of a Idfty rock, commanding each approach, 
far I^yond the reach of harm from the weak 
attempts of any hostile Be6*j While her tin- 
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clad roofi and spires, like radiant costly 
gems, or richly spangled robes, reflecting 
Phoebus' beams, glitter in lustre bright, 
she seems the haughty queen of Cabot's 
northern worldt Enclosed on every 
Side by high and well-built battlements, 
and secured by massy towers, she looks 
down, with coi\3cious majesty, on the stream 
that flows beneath— -and now, with angry 
frown, commands its tides away— ^the obse* 
quious stream obeys, and, loath to incur her 
dread reliuki?, from her northern front re* 
cedes, with force impetuous} when, like 
Jordan's stream of old, as Levi's tribe ap- 
proached, it retires far away, and leaves its 
bed so dry that, where ships, in stately 
pomp, upreared the spreading sail, and 
swept its heaving breast, the. rude Cana- 
dian, with his horse and cart, drives whist- 
ling o'er: the cattle, tired of sun-burnt 
grass, their slighted fields forsake, and sally 
forth to feast on rising spots which, clothed 
with waving sedge and sprit, afford a rich 
repast : the ships, with humbled pride, of 
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t&inr JtiJbtive floods .bereft^ with* one aUe ^n 
tke gmundi the tAheat tew^ids tke aldei» 
Uke ttaa whbsebiteath Is reaved airay, lit 
liiovd^sien. the stnndv 

Again, sh^ criefiM-Reiiim !— the oiieb 
dient tides attend^ and aB4)0faire» td dufii 
her rage, they fled with rltfilihgig ibreer fio 
niow, to ctHirt. her stu^^ei^ th($y baitea 
protttpdy haek, atiditi a^ghtyddttgecdme 
roaghly pourifig in. Ihe* grtwtid agaitt is 
lo6t<u^a-Iakeiio#rieiappie5»r8v T^j^heedlesB 
gmising heiid^ tnyebtiseidUd tff .flte tfibk thbt 
Mttise pHiysi utift feed se<»cire)y oti, mtii 
at length: engirded by ih^stfeahii siiid 
borne u^n its waves^ tfa^ betake them- 
Beltes to swimmings wheHr^tH'eyds BaA 
4ni tbe laod^ ttey exert cbeir pdndiSfMb 
^rce, atMl, with many'diljiwktfrird pIoBg^ 
MgaiQ the trelMdidwii shM^ The atipB, 
once more upraised toy the Ttertutiihig ftyw- 
ing tide, «tect th^ir Mila oh higln aiid 
igently ikiatitog oh the deei»eiifng'fl»^od, theft 
wonted powei^ reBUme. 

Ill ih|nl,lbb» thickly itthabited andMM^ 
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SMiie odufitry of Beaiiport, Chadebordt 
^orette, Montmoreocyi with the £dhf, idl 
bounded by laounbatfis, aippear in pictUfi 
resqae beautjr, and on the light is the lalo 
of Orleans ;. fbrnung altogether a most ex<P 
tensivef beautiful, yaiied laad complete 
landscape. The lasge ship^ the Baron of 
Benfrewt was lying at anchor between, the 
Falls and Isle of Orleans^ and eontdbuted 
to the perfection of the sceii& 

We soon lost .sight, of Qoebec after 3ail« 
ifig round BointLevy* and peooeeded slow*- 
ly down the river. In the afternoon we 
inet several iT^ssels from England and Ire- 
land with passengeirs : they were sailing. up 
iwith a strong: fair breeze, mhich, although 
quite unfavourable fee us» I cpuld not envy 
them. I remembered 'the satisfacticm we 
had derived a short iimefoefin'e from the 
profipect of an: approaching conclusion to 
our long and tedious passage, and, no 
doubt, that of their crews was no less. 

The wind continuing strong up the river 
until Saturday evening, prevented us frona 
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making much progress since we had left 
Quebec. On that night we were at anchor, 
and experienced very unpleasant weather : 
we had awful thunder and lightning, ac- 
companied with heavy rain. A large ball 
of fire was seen failing info the water, about 
half a mile from the vessel. I was in the 
cabin at the tinle, and the windows beingr 
open, I found a very strong smell of sulphur 
come in by them. 

During the storm the wind changed, and 
on the following morning we made all sail : 
about one o'clock the pilot left us, and in 
a short time we were past all the inhabited 
parts of the banks of the river. ; 

Here, then, I had to bid adieu to 
free^ happy, pleasant Canada; where, 
among the few subjects of regret I had 
met with, was the heartless idea associa^ 
ted with the fact, that even in this country 
the .poverty of numbers of my distressed 
countrymen, on their landing, who have 
emigrated to it, has been such as to have 
procured for them and their compatriots 
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the distinguishing appellation of '' Bas de 
soie^" or, silk stockings. 

Tuesday-— As the shores of Canada re- 
ceded from my view, by the " dark blue 
sea" interposing its gently undulating sur- 
face between them and roe, and concealing 
them from my sight, perhaps for ever, I felt 
justified in taking my final leave of them, 
with the following exclamation :—" Fare- 
well, ye happy, peaceful shores— where 
Freedom has reared her golden standard : 
Peace has planted her olive branch : Ceres^ 
horn overflows with plenty : the daemon of 
faction is unknown, and whence bigotry is 
in a great measure banished. Where, as 
the stranger approaches, coming from en- 
slaved Europe, enslaved, compared with 
you, he inhales a freer, purer air. Long 
may your inhabitants enjoy their inestima- 
ble advantages and privileges : may they 
ever stand forth in the ranks of honour to 
frustrate every attempt of tyrants, who 
plight wish to bind them with their hateful 
chains, and deprive them of the dear, the 
ag 
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are not easily recovered V 

Friday, «9th July--W« arrived of Cape 
Bay, on the soi^b^we^fc coast <lfNewfbund« 
land ; the next morning we loat sight of 
it again, and qommitt^d ours^vea to the 
great western gqean; We had aoupccm^ 
monly fine passage aqrosa %hQ Atlanticy 
there never hfsffwg bean oecoasity lo ** c^ 
all haiid9» " or ** reef the tc^ils ^" a dr- 
cmmstanQe of very jiare pccurreoMf nd 
which was quit^ a novelty to all on board* 
consequently w« ip^t wjith; no ineidests 
worthy of noticQv 

Wednwiday, 17th Aiigiial-«-We were 
again delightad with ih^ sjghlof ^ Old 
Erin's'' shores, as tk^ high land of Dui^iar* 
van appeared to view^ ^* Hturra for auUl 
Paddy's Land once rnqt^V^ eJEclakned one 
of the sailors. << ^y my W'Ofl I'll soon have 
^bbw out now I" said another, *• A blow 
out of what ?" a^od one. of his companioDS. 
•* Of ckampf to b9 sa^e/^ replied the po«r 
fellow. 
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Ad (he kiid ajf^eared in sight, afresh 
excitement to our gratitude and praise to 
tilt Divine Being, for his protection and 
kindness, appeared with it We once more 
gazed upon our native latid^ I trudt with 
those warm and enthusiastic feelings of 
patriotism and pleasure that are natural to 
every man at the sight of his country^ after 
having been from it a considerable time.«» 
And what a great addition to my satisfac* 
tion would I have experieftoed had I been 
able to hail it in the same terms in which 
{ had bid adieu to the last country I had 
left, << hail ! ye happy^ peaceful shores^ 
&c. !*' But ah 1 no, thought I, this is a 
gratificlttion I must st present be a stran^ 
ger to ! While the sight of its shores aflbcds 
me delight, a glance at the state of its in- 
habitants and affidrs brings to view matter 
of deep and heartfelt regret, and wrings 
from my bosom, with the most poignant 
anguish, the pathetic exclamation of a 
lamented Irish patriot* upon a former oc- 
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casion, " Oh ! my coantry ! it is now that 
I feel for thee PV 

Thursday — We were so completely b^ 
calmed above the Tusker light^house* that 
when the tide ebbed it brought us down a 
considerable distanee below it. 

On Friday we were off Dublin Bay, where 
we were also becalmed until Sunday eve- 
ning. On the morning of that day several 
steam vessels passed us at a distance, some 
going to the city, and others from it to- 
wards England. 

Perhaps there are few situations in which 
the great utility and superiority of steam 
navigation, and the great advantages arising 
to society from this most kaportant inven- 
tion, would strike the mind more forcibly, 
cfT be more appreciated, than that in which 
we found ourselves at this time. While 
our vessel was lying motiodless upon. the 
water, perfectly unmanageable by those on 
board, under the entire influence of the 
tide, which, in other places, might have 
borne us quietly, during the existence of a 
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^r^nosky^atid 46%btful lireatJier, to that 
destruction wbidi in general is only dread- 
ed from stodnsand tempeaJs, and which all 
our exertions could not evert ; the steam 
vessels could not only proceed on their op^ 
po5iVe. conrs^St independent of wind and 
tide, but abo with a great degree of .ve* 
locity. Those onboard of them could go 
.wherever their tosinefis led them, uocon* 
sq0us.o>f the embarrassment and dday that 
.we were labooriirg under. 
" This ititeittion^faas almost removed the 
great and . frequifentinteirruptioDs to busi- 
ness of eveiy kind, that'wete formerly ex- 
peFie0ced» wiUere ifiwas.ihflqenced by, or 
depended upon communications by water ; 
and "wben we consider :the . vast extent, 
frequency^ and high importance' (^ those 
communications,, and . th6 great disadvan- 
tages arking heretofore frrnn . their. depen* 
dence upon the inconsiai&t winds, we arrive 
ittwrne fdeaof the obltgl^tions which the 
world lies under to the genius who, uuder 
the direction of Providence, discovered the 
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bM mAn/in the proic^tiim of bi» afflkm^ 
to place himself e^en b^ond Ae cofitidi 
of the very dements. > 
- While then iiktts reqieetii^ the vixtity 
and advantage of navigtttbit'liy steam oo- 
iimred to me, I smuted myseK* abo, far a 
short timet in refleotii^.iipefa the vaiioas 
eharacten who mi^ poesiJbl/ have been 
on board tibe veasd^ These,. {>eriia{ia, 
thought I, goes the^^stngiitdiedifiMeBaiiaab 
on busjness of high im|>ortaDQe to tiie na- 
tion* His arrind is to be aonounced by 
peals of joyftd thimder; aod wlule the 
vAiole metropolis, - perhaps Idag^om, is m 
agitationby his vittt; while spfeftdid maa- 
stoas are tiirown open lor his receptftMb 
and the bnsy voice of welcome Md con*- 
gratiilation imfls hiai iidier^vvr he a^qsMiv ; 
and while the multitade,/ aware of his ap- 
proach, crorwd the strami, eager to obtain 
a sight of him, the peor^ hoasdtes^ friend*- 
less wretch steals, nndiserved, fiom the 
same vessel as she moots in port, and makes 
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9Qdc in jR>tee luimble sb^ ao obeouro and 
comffirtlMs lodging 1 

In conitempbtiQg thk gMat di&raoce 
ihafe tihe worid mkM between two beings 
origiaallj Ae sftnet formed of the same 
materadsy and desomded from the same 
ooBuaoQ parentSf <&e mkid is lost in aa- 
toBishment. In all po^Nibility th^ dea- 
tinies were equally undirected or oninr 
Juenced by themselveis ; this difierencej ta 
moat oasesi ia aecidratal to the partiesb 
without inring onring to theijr own conduct 
or teertaons : man baa^ every thing ooa^ 
dered^bttt ttlde share in the making of Im 
oiicn2nstances^.and yet iiua ipide difierence 
does exist. It is strange^ it is incompr^ 
ben&iUle to our weak and shallow under- 
atandmgst but» being oi^dained by infinite, 
mfallible wisdom, ik must be right* 

The. miscbievpus demagogue, perhaps^ 
with '^ vile loibent, " to set the nation *• by 
ihe tvau^* PMfecattig himself a warm pa- 
trioti a aesloiis and MUfnerb advocate for the 
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rights of his OM&trymeiir aiad semiblj 
touched with thek ii^o^gs and sufierings, 
he pretends to employ his exertions, and, 
perhaps, considerable talents^ with a view 
to obtain them r^lress, while at the same 
time, in order to gratify his ^ambition, for- 
ward his private views, avenge forn^r in- 
juries, or sdme such motives, those tal^its 
und Exertions are used to the* injury, not 
the benefit of his dountrymeny to the con- 
tinuance or increase of their oppressions^ 
not their removal, and a Whole nation be- 
come the dupes <^ a few artful and design- 
ing men ; and thereby plunge themsefves 
into difficulties, and immr restrictions that 
they might otberwise^ have been exempt 
from. 

' The man of burinesi, perhaps, who, in- 
tent upon gain, and only occupied with the 
speculations he has been enteritig;into, as- 
pires not at the applause of gratitude of his 
couhtrymen, who probably ascribe butlit^ 
merit to him, conceiving his motives to be 
merely selfish and interested; and is perlmps 
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himself uneonscioQs of the benefit he ia 
producing to his country ; although upon 
conaideretiou we find that by employing 
his capital and talents in his quiet and un« 
observed way ; in providing employment 
for the labouring class in various ways, 
thereby affordii^ tltem the means of acquir- 
ing an honest and comfortable subsistence i 
in finding a vent for the overplus of the 
produce and manufactures of the country, 
and supplying it with the' commodities of 
Other oountries in return, he is actually 
conferring much greater and more substan« 
tial advantages upon his country than the 
liat mentioned character, notwithstanding 
all the glare of popular approbation and 
gratitude with whieh he is intoxicated, and 
which the multitude blindly bestow upon 
him, to their own ruin or injury. 

There, perhaps^ goes the midnight as- 
sassin or ruthless murderer-**his hands yet 
reeking with his • neighbour's blood.— 
Covetous of his fdlow's property, and un- 
wiUhig to submit to the slow and honoura- 
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Ue o^tbKMl i^ao^iriog wealthby industry^ 
and attention to.awne lawfiii employ mentt 
he has found it impoisible to. deprive hia 
neighbour of )ii$» without bereaving him of 
his Ufe fdsQ«, H^ h^eihereforetmhrued hie 
hands in inpoc^At bjo^d } perhaps hurried 
an unprepared ^}4 ipto the presence of its 
awful Maker, witbootfdlowing one momeat 
to cry for mercy i #nd pwsU>ly* After the 
horrible deed was cpmfQiM^ finding it ne* 
cessary to escapfit ev^ wifl^out hjs intend* 
ed booty, hunf ed to tl}e .shor^^^ fqrUmately^ 
as he thoHghl;,. fpynd a, ves^sel just leavings 
embarkedi and for themotpent^ eludes the 
hand of justicot— ^^b^t tb^ muat be his 
feelings and in^pressions at lius time !"-* 
With tlie guilt of o^urder on/bis head, aware 
pf the consequepc«iS if api^rehendedi and 
probably with but a veiy. fai&t hope of 
escape^ does he secretly wiih the deep may 
open her moutii and awaUonf bun, before 
his shame be exposed to the Wiirld ?«-«*Abi 
foolish, dangerojc^ wish ! Is be unmiodftil 
that all the punishpient man is capable of 
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infitctiiiig i^ but trtfliDg to thsfc which awaitii 
in aootiier world, the impenifcenti unpar- 
don^d murderer! 

The piom Missionary, perhaps, on the 
important basiiiess of his profession } who, 
having devoutly and zealonsly engaged in 
hia Mastered cause, has resigned alt the sa- 
tisfactions and enjoyments, the elegancies 
{E^nd cotnfbrtti of eivillzed society, qveiy 
thing that ten^ to maJce this life desirablis. 
In order to become the messenger of <* glad 
tidings of great joy *^ to the heathein na« 
tions, who have long ^ sat in darkness and 
the shadow pf death j^^ to make known to 
them the salvation from eternal misery, 
puTcihased for them fay the atoning blood 
of the Sbn of God ; to acquaint them with 
the glorious character and exalted attri- 
butes of God himself, 6f whom they have 
hitherto entertained very false and erro- 
neoujiideM. 

His religion, tbie real, genuine religion 
of the gospel;* has enlarge his mind, ex*- 
pandod bin viewa^ 9nd kindled m his breast 
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the sacred flame of charity and brotherly 
love« which, now no longer confined within 
the narrow limits of his country; biit ex- 
tended to th6 whole human race, has taught 
him to cMsider all. men his brethren, as 
belonging to tlie same family, and equally 
entitled to the same advantages and privi- 
leges ; and while he observes, with delight, 
one portion of this large family in full pos- 
session of those ^ inesthnslble spiritual ad- 
vantages that an acquaintance with the 
Scriptures and: their Creator aflbrds, he 
looks abroad with compassion to distant 
lands, where a. much larger part of it are 
yet entirely unacquainted with them.~ 
With a lively interest in their welfare, a 
breast glowing with an ardent : desire of 
seeing all men participate in the blessings 
of redemption, and an earnest longii^ for 
the; extension of the Savioui^'s kfogdom* 
he devotes himself to the performance of 
what his conscience tells hitn is his i^ncum- 
bent duty--*a duty of the roost important 
and laudable character ^ in the accomplish- 
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mtint af whi^h be bm to emcoaDtajr difficult 
tU9^c^itfacl^.«addangcHr3that, with other 
moib^es todviewsu and under other cir* 
ciUMtaocies^ would, benr. a most fearful^ for* 
midable; and discouraging aspect. 

Hie commences. with the perils of the 
sea^ to which he. may be long exposed }—«' 
after eacapiog these^ he must place: himself 
at tbe.mercy' of savages who^ with the pre« 
jlidices caused by early impressions^ in fa^ 
vour of the opinions and modea of worship 
they have been accustomed to from their 
earliest years, are. ready to display an inve- 
terate hostility to a stranger, who intrudes 
upon them with a view to change their sen- 
timents' for his, upon a subject that, of all 
others, men least like to have meddled 
VRith; and wlule he endeavours to intro^ 
duoe a new mode^of worship, and newideas 
of religion, he finds himself und^r the peri- 
lous necessity of displaying the inconsisv 
tency and absurdity of the old. 

He looks forward with joy to the glorious 
reward bdd out to his view for his labours^ 
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privations, and the sacrifices he has made« 
fie anticipates, with rapture, the sacred 
satisfaction he is to derive from imparting 
to his fellow^creatares those important 
truths that have been productive of such 
glorious consequences to those who have 
aheady been made acquainted with them } 
and he rejoices in becoming an humble in* 
strument, in the hand of Providence, to« 
wards the. fulfilment of Isaiah's consoling 
prophecy, that . 

Tbe beam that riiines itcim Ziarii hill 
Shall ligbten eoery4and; 
The Kii^ who reignfi in SatenCs iowers, 
Shall all the world command. 

There, perhaps, goes the . adulterer^ 
glorying in his shame,, glorying in the com- 
>mission of one of the foulest crimes ihait 
disgrace human nature, and bearing with 
him, in triumph, his guilty and ruined 
prize i To accomplish his base designs he 
has been under the necessity of divesting 
himself of every noble feeling of the heart, 
. of every principle that raises man above 
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the brute : he has sacrificed every claim to 
the respect of his fellow men; incurred the 
displeasure of heaven, and, blindly led by 
the impulse of depraved nature, for the 
gratification of his vicious and brutal pro* 
pensities he has plunged himself into dis<- 
grace and infamy. He has torn his unfor- 
tunate victim, perhaps, from a husband, 
once dear to her as her own soul ; whose 
society and regard, until she became ac- 
quainted with her seducer, afforded her the 
highest degree of earthly enjoyment and 
happiness; from a lovely and innocent 
young family, who now ask for their 
^* mamma" in vain, and wonder that the 
mention of her name should excite such 
despair and anguish in the mind of their 
wretched father. He has rendered misera- 
ble her unfortunate husband, until now 
happy in the supposed, probably reaJ, 
affections of her who was wholly possessed 
of his, who, with the dear innocent pledges 
of their former mutual love, was the prin^ 
cipal source of all his enjoyments, of all his 
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care and anxiety» ifirho participated in all his 
satisfactions, and cheeted bim in the gloom 
of adversity^ He, wretched nian^ hear^ the 
dreadfulintelligence with consternation arid 
anguish^ aggravated most probably by the 
^circumstance of the execrable author of his 
hitter sufferings having been the object of 
Iiis esteem and warmest friendship ; admit* 
ted into his house, and to the enjoyment of 
his hospitality, with the most unsuspecting 
confidence ; in return for which he has 
cruelly and ungratefully planted thorns^-^ 
thorns of the most envenomed and rankling 
wound, where he had gathered roses of the 
most fragrant kind ! He has blasted the 
ibnd hopes, and destroyed the fair pro^ 
spects of his benefactor, who, in the loss of 
his peace, his honour, and almost every 
thing dear to tiim here, is almost desirous 
to have involved that of his life also. The 
interest and welfare of bis family, however, 
demand his attention, and recall him to the 
exercise of his various duties } while the fu- 
ture destiny of the lately beloved partner 
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of his lif^ presses heavily on his distracte4 
mind* Shei poor, deluded, wretched crea- 
ture! is soon to reap the fruits of her folly 
and 9rime. Can it be expected that he, who 
was capable of such villany towards the 
man that had loaded him with benefits, 
thereby imposing a weighty debt of gratis 
tude upon him, will be too sensible to the 
.calls of honour to forget the duty he owes 
to her who, for l)is gratification, has left a 
fond husband, an amiable and endearing 
family, a comfortable and qnce happy 
home, and relinquished all the ex»alt6d.satis- 
faptions arising from these, and imprudently 
and most wickedly cast herself upon hi^ 
protecti^on ? , Ah I no— *The unfeeling 
wretch that could; be guilty of thq first 
crime, after his brutal desires are satiated, 
the evil consequences of his conduct begin 
to.develope themselves, anjd the, unfortu- 
nate dup^ of his perfidy, and partner in his 
crime, begins to be a burden upon him ; 
unmindful of the sacrifices she has made 

for his sake, and impatient of the cumbrous, 
H h 8 
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tmi ntjfwno lortg&t lieUghttid ch»g^ he 
resolves to ibfsftke her! NowcotniMiiee 
her siifler}ngah^t>e«ierled by him td whom 
alone^ under extsthig eifcfioisticiiees^ ^ 
coii\d look for support ; rejedted suyd de- 
fipii^ by the virtuMis ; destitute^ of tbe 
cofnforts, nay, even the common tlecd8s»- 
ries of Kfe^ Ifhat mua fot!ow ! 

If by her fdlty she hasi plugged ber hu»- 
band into an abyss of misery md ^oe^ the 
blo\ilr no*r reco^ils ^ith equal, if not re- 
doubled foTcei upon her own devoted head. 
If her heart be not callous to evet^ tender 
feetkig^ if rfefleetiofibe not efntirefy exclud- 
ed from her niiiid, the recoHeettonf of hornet 
the irreparable tcrjui^ doole to her bu^atid 
and her forsaken f^milyi the dis^ce ^e 
has brought upon her friends, the awful 
iand appalling siituattdn rri whieh she has 
placed herselfi remdrse fdr the pas^ and 
terrtwr and dismay for th6 fiiture, «xcite ia 
her breast sensations perhaps ho mora easily 
conceived, by those ilittcquaioted wfdi 
them, than described. 
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Here» theot is imseiTwmisery of* tiis 
most complicate flqd aiSicttag kmd h^Au 
^unfbrtiinstenHtii beroaired^ xir.»a uoezpectr 
^ incH»eot» of the present pdasesstoiis md 
tntatB pcospeeti of the most del^btfiil plea- 
tam i bis^ beloved wif&sMiicbed ifram-hiB 
fond embrace^ . bis young and helpless &- 
jaafUy deprived o£. the benefit of. being 
brought up under the aiisq^es of a teoder 
and affectionate mother.; bis homei that 
but lately possessed attractions^ a(»l aSwtdr 
od eomforts such as could ;no where elae be 
Ibundy now coavssrtedinto a lonely wilder- 
ness ; . recalling to mxkA former joysi,. now 
vanished for ever I A lovety wQroan» once 
Aiappyf now rmdered miser^ble^aiid hurjed 
to rttiiar aa extoaeiv'e circle of friends of 
both parties plunged into a^iotioa by the 
melancholy event I a^daUforwhat? merea- 
ly for thet moAiefil^y gratification of one of 
the vilest aiPtd most worthless of mankind I 

He^ ijoih. hqsi i^ all probability, been the 
seduoer of virgininnocence, he has brought 
to sbAKoe and ruin a young, lovely^ inao- 
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cent and unsuspecting female^ whO| iemv" 
^ -by his false and specious, insinuations 
flind professions,, reposed, confidence in his 
integrity, and, in an evil, unguarded mo- 
ment, permitted hei^elf to be deprived of 
her honour, her character, and her inno- 
•cence !. She who was hitherto the delight 
and consolation of her, perhaps aged, 
parents ; and by her acniable conduct and 
unremitting attention to their wants and 
comforts, was soothing their rugged der 
scent to the grave, has how, through his 
villany, been the means of strewing it with 
thorns, and bringing down their hoary hairs 
thither with shame and sorrow ! . 

See her now, who, but a short ti^ieago^ 
was the pride and delight of her family, the 
object of envy to many, one of society's 
brightest ornaments, admired and esteemed 
by her acquaintance, exemplary for moral- 
ity and virtue, whose modesty and delicacy 
would have been affect^ at meeting the 
glance of a stranger of the opposite sex : 
how changed ! how fallen ! See her now. 
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I say, pufidmg the strieets, and staring the 
passing stranger in the faiosivith unblushing 
effrontery* and enticing htm from the path 
of virtue into a fatal, destructive sbare !— 
The object of tertor to the vrrfcuoufe df her 
own sex, of the c'ontempit and stiorn of the 
good^ and of the insult of the unfeeling and 
rude of the other ! See her in the theatre 
land places of public resort, glittering, but 
livith powerless and undazzling lustre, in 
the gaudy £nery of dress ; and, divested of 
that natural modesty and backwardness of 
her sex which recedes from, rather than 
courts the public gaze, placing herself in 
the most conspicuous situations, making a 
di^lay of hO* countenance arid figure, and 
dispenaii^ around her borrowed, deceitful 
and dangerous smiles, to allure the inex^ 
perienced to ruin and disgrace ! See her 
in private, lost to virtue, with every good 
isipression apparently obliterated fr6m her 
mind, instigating het unhappy followers to 
acts of the mofit atrocious character, which 
havej in too many instances, brought them 
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at last to an ignominious and untimely end ! 
Oh melancholy and most afflicting thought, 
that she» Yfhose friendship, and society, 
in the days of her innocence, would have 
afforded the most exalted satisfkction and 
enjoyment, should now, through the perfidy 
and artifices of a villain, lead the unwary 
soul down to the chambers of death ! 

These, vile seducer of virgin innocence! 
these, base, hateful and execrable adulterer! 
are the melancholy, agonizing and destruc- 
tive effects of your iniquity. ' For «« one 
moment's guilty pleasure '' see what lasting 
pain and sorrow you bring upon numbers 
of innocent and virtuous people, who would 
recoil, with horror, at the idea of acting 
towards you, as you have done towards 
them ! But in this accumulation of sor- 
row, the result of your depravity, do you 
remain untouched, unaffected, without 
your share of it ? Surely not— If you have 
any remains of humanity yet existing, your 
conscience must cry aloud against your 
proceedings : anguish and remorse must 
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afflict your guilty brea^ the wounds yon 
Iiave inflicted upon others must bQ felt bf 
yourself. A retrospective tiew of your 
life must ** harrow up your soul, ^' and in 
the prospective . surely nothing presents it* 
self to you but ''.a fearihl looking-for of 
judgment and fiery indignation J" And 
shall I, exaisperated and indignant at a re» 
view of your, crimes, consiga you, with 
merited curses, to that awful doom ? . Shall 
1 invoke. heaven forthesudden execution 
of the sentence upon your guilty bead? 
No— -It rather becomes me, :in charity, to 
entreat you to regard your.actijonsf in their 
real, hideous,, and offensive light } and, 
while in me£cy you ;are allowed the oppor? 
tunity, stop short iayour iniquritou^career^ 
implore pardon of your justly f(nd grossly 
offeQded Creator, and, with his assistance, 
•* go and sin no more/' . 
, The soldier^ perhaps, under orders to 
depart for a foreign country, to .fight the 
battles, redress the grievances, or support 
and extend the glory and advantages of 
his own. 
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He ' receure&'the cominahd' to. qutt bis 
oountrjTi imd all its eadeai'ingattmotions, 
perlmp» to return BO. ipore, tOi expose him* 
self to. air the danger^aod; hardships that 
man can.be liable to ; th& perils of the aea^ 
the.point of the hajronet, and the canoon's 
imouth jf a sickly diinatey the treachery of 
professed, friends^ and: open hostility of 
enemies; hunger and thirst, excessive fiu 
tigue, drendiing rains and sc(H*cbiiig sun^ 
&c. without uttering a: murmur^ or deplor- 
ing the peculiar inconveniences of his pro^ 
fession, but rather with' cheerfulness and 
satisfaction. With promotion in view he 
overlooks all the toils and difficulties,, and 
even danger of death be 1ms. to encounter, 
in order to arrive at it. 

On the field of ))attle he has the distress- 
ing sight before him. of his fiiendi who, but 
a few minutes before, was in the bloom of 
life, gay and active, jovial and (entertaining, 
falling prostrate at his feet in:the agonies 
df death, expiring in torture, without 
having it in his power to alleviate, for a 
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mopiient, bis ;dying pains, or a^r<l htm any 
relief I and witnessiqg, perhaps, in this 
su&riiig of his frieadf bifit « picture of his 
own iks^ approaching fate% Possjblythe 
n€Xt ball is this awful messenger to summon 
him ficom the scen^ and in a moment put an 
en0 tolij« career, by burying his hopes witli 
his gloTf in the du9t ! 

When we reflecl: upon the melancholy 
consequeiices of war, Mrith the numerous 
and dreadful calamities il; produces to man- 
Jdnd-«>thoueands of lives sacri&ed $ the 
VFiie, in a moment, made a widow, and de- 
prived of h^r only .support i cast, helpless 
and destitute, upon the world, tobyifet 
with all its hardsMps, and suffer great pri- 
vations; children rendered fatherless, and 
plunged into sorrow and misery; their 
>!nother'a hopes respecting them blasted in 
an instant, and she encumbered with the 
opppessive charge of protecting and provid- 
ing for them$ Others deprived of their 
Sony.} mothers and sisters overwhelmed 
with distress at the loss of children or bro- 

1 i 
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thers i M^hole femilies hurled, in an impro- 
pitious momentt to poverty and misery^ by 
having their property destroyed, or takra 
forcibly from them before their eyes, witb> 
out daring to make one effort to save it :*— 
^hen we remember that all theae calami^ 
ties, and many mor6, are brought upon 
whole nations, possibly merely to gratify 
the ambition or revenge of a single indivi- 
dual, under the specious pretext of bene- 
fitting the public, what great reason have 
we to deplore the fate of those countries^ 
the form of whose government exposes 
them to such horrors, at any time their 
princes may feel disposed to involve them 
in them; and, on the other hand, how 
grateful should the consideration cmse 
every subject of the British crown to feel 
to Providence for favouring him so highly 
in the form of his, which is such as to pre- 
serve him from those miseries, when, the 
mere caprice of his prince or rulers would 
bring them upon him: and by the great 
majority of the pec^le having, through the 
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medium of their representatives in parlia- 
ment, a voice in the councils of the nation, 
th^y have the sattsfaetion of being able to 
oppose every attempt of government to in- 
volve tbem in the ealamities of war, except* 
"vrhen the interest and welfare of the coun- 
try, the injuries or insults of foes, or other 
equally laudable causes render it indispen- 
sably necessary. 

There, perhaps, goes the libertine, who, 
preferring folly to wisdom from his earliest 
years, displayed in his schoolboy days what 
his after life would bring forth. At that 
season of life when the mind was unembar- 
rassed with the eares of ^he world, and in 
a proper state for the reception of those 
seeds of improvement and knowledge that 
would have in riper years enabled him to 
reap an abundant and profitable harvest 
from them, he would not permit them to take 
root, but cast. them froni him with disdain, 
and allowed noxious weeds alone to occupy 
their place, and spring up abundantly.—-* 
The corrections and remonstrances of. his 
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teachers^ the baneful conse^cmces of s^i« 
lar conduct in some of his sctiooUfeUows, 
and tli^ happy e£feotd of good and obedieot 
behaviour that be obsef v«d m others^ all 
proved inaufileient to have a salutarj effiict 
upon him : he played truant» neglected his 
lessonsi associiited constantly with vicious 
compdbion^ who poisoned his idind bytbek 
wicked precepts and examplest and he con- 
tinued in his vile md ff oward course. 

As he approached raanho(Hl> instead of 
attending to the dutiea of the vocation in 
life for which hd wa) itit€fnded» and endea-* 
vouring to obtain a cotnplete knowledge of 
his business or profession^ he n^lected 
every thing relative to. it ) and^ notwith^ 
standing all thd f epres^dtations and exhor* 
tations of his kind parents txc gnardiaasy 
and their endeavouxi) and stratagems to re-» 
form him, bei was deaf to their admonitions^ 
and still persisted in his folly. 

Arrived at mail's estate, and getting the 
reins of government in his own hands, he 
had a full opportunity, by indulging in his 
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evil and uncontrolled propensities^ of exhi- 
biting the consequences, and reaping the 
fruits of hk former perverse conduct. In- 
stead of devoting his time to his lawful and 
necessary affairs he neglected them, and 
abandoned himself to sinful and ruinous 
pleasures and pursuits, that destroyed his 
constitution, wasted his property, and hurl^ 
ed him to ruin and disgrace. 

See him, who might have been an ho- 
nourable^ respected, and useful member of 
society, enjoying the comfbrts, and real 
legitimate pleasures of life, by omitting to 
cultivate the bright advantages that Provi- 
dence had bestowed upon him, now an 
outcast from society, hated and spurned by 
every respectable individual of his acqusunt- 
ance ; and, perhaps, from having been con- 
cerned in some outrage on the decorum of 
society, obliged to make a precipitate flight 
from the scene of hisfolly, to be a stranger, 
a. vagrant, in some distant Und 1 Tbja, and 
too frequently even wor&e, is the end of 

profligacy like his; and although melan« 
I i 2 
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choly ejtatn{>l6j( of its bad^fat efBtotB $atB 
daily to h& met with, they are m>tstifficieBt 
to deter others from devotittg them^lres 
to it! 

The deeply involved debtor, perhaps ; 
his affairs in such a desperate state^ and 
probably such aggravated circumstaiices 
attending his fkilare, that he is obliged to 
abscond. Influenced by an^ition^ instead 
of confining the extent of his bnsin^s to 
that of his capita), he lias waded far beyond 
his depth j be has undertaken things that he 
was quite unable to perform, and entered 
into engagements that he could not fulfil ; 
and in this predicament, yet with a hope 
of onfe day recovering himself by some 
lucky torn of ffartune in^hisfovoar, he was 
unwilling to forego the chance of that cir- 
cumstance, and still endeavoured by 
stratagem^ and <ven deception* to>hold his 
ground • for some time. 

By means of artful and pfoasibfo repre^ 
sentations^ hepefhaps induced mmeof his 
friends, who felt forhis situatioa, and wwe 
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dasiroiKi of tssiating hinif to lead him 
tnoaejr; otkeirsy eoofiding m his integrity^ 
to lend their names on bis behalf to bonds 
or otiter legal instrotnentSt byiirhich he 
V9M boond ; unmindful of^ the possible con* 
sequences of such a proceeding, and little 
suspecting that his representations and as^ 
nettions were totally false and unfounded^ 
His ill fortune, or rather the unhappy 
eflects <^f his temerity and imprudence, still 
pursued him j •* the lucky hit •* was never 
madei his visionary hopes were blasted, and 
instead of improvement in his affairs, they 
became eveiy day worse and worse, until 
at length his ground was no longer ten^ble^ 
and owing to some unlawfhl proceedings 
which he had been impi<udent enough td 
have recourse to, he has been compelled to 
seek safety out of his own country ! 

It were weR if alt the evil consequences 
of his misconduct were confine^ tohimself* 
and thsit by escaping the hand of justice, 
th6 whole matter termririaked : but no— 
this is frequently by no me^ns the casei 
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His deceit and cruelty kave, by inducing 
his friends to be concerned with him in 
bills, &c. involving their responsibility^ 
made them, in some instances, the sole 
sufferers, by his imprudence. Some, per* 
haps, even reduced to the lamentable and 
distressing necessity of abandoning theic 
country, home and acquaintance, of break- 
ing up their establishments, relinquishing 
their business, and of being cast destitute 
upon the world ! 

The young adventurer, perhaps ; who, 
deeply affected by the melancholy stateof the 
unhappy Greeks, while his Indignation and 
revenge have been roused by the atrocities 
of the barbarous, blood-thirsty infidels ; and 
inspired by the noble, generous sympathy 
for Christian wrongs and sufferings which, 
in ancient days, pervaded, and was the pride 
of all Europe ; that excited her kings to 
league together, and, at enormous expence^ 
transport their armies to a great distance, 
and, in person, undertake to revenge the 
insult and violence offered to their holy re« 
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ligion and ite pro:fle$6of9 by profane and 
cruel infidels, hM d^terifiid^ on devoting 
bis fortune and life ih tlte ^aci'ed cause* 
' Wbeti the tnind tnfns to Gfeede, to its 
{irttisent stsite, the thelaneholy effects of the 
revolt of its inhabitants against their hate- 
ful oppressors, atid thdr glorious, but 
I ftar ineffectual struggle to shake off 
the insupportable yoke, what painful 
S^eltng^ are excited ! After having long 
groaned under an ignominious burden, too 
heavy, too painful to be borne— to which 
death itself wail naturally considered pre- 
ferable by them— ^they have endeavoured to 
relieve themselves fihom it. Great, arduous 
and daring wad the enterprise; nothing 
but an incapacity any longer to endure 
their sufferings cOuld prompt to it ; a 
courage and desperate bravery, no less than 
that which inspired their ancestors of 
Thermopylae, alone could resolve upon it. 
Oh ! ill fated, wretched Greece ! how 
docs every generous bosom heave with an- 
guish al a review of y^onr dei^perate, deplor- 
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abl^ situation ! how are the vindictive and. 
angry powers of the mind routed into actioa 
against your cruel destroyei^ !— Your plains 
drenched with the blood of your brave, .un« 
conquerably brave, devoted sons ; though 
not unmixed with ttf at of their perfidious 
enemies! Yonr rocky precipices stained 
with that of some of your fair, your lovely 
daughters, who have chosen the dreadful 
alternative of destroying themselves and 
their ofi&pring, by flinging themselves from 
their lofty summits, rather than ^llow their 
detested enemies the savage satisfaction of 
adding them to the number of their victims ! 
Your rivers choked with the shapely and 
delicate forms of others who, with the same 
view, have, in despair, rushed into their 
waters, to find in them a refuge from their 
fury, while another portion have been in- 
humanly butchered—butchered without 
remorse, by fiend-like, merciless barbarians! 
Oh Greece I Greece ! how changed are 
you now from what you once were ! You, 
whose, armies could not only defy every 
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attacks^ but could also carry their conquer- 
ing arms into the most distant countries, 
and astonish the world with their achieve* 
ments ! You, whose inhabitants, from their 
attainments in arts, literature and refine- 
ment, looked to be imitated by all other 
nations, and spurned, with disdain, the idea 
of receiving improvement from any other 
people : Oh, how humbled ! how fallen ! 
Your children, now, mere rebellious slaves 
of a people who are a disgrace to the other 
nations of Europe, and contemned and held 
in abhorrence by them ! 

And is this— wi«/ this— Cfln this be per- 
mitted ! Oh, how long ! 



Will no cm MTe, 



Will no one snatch the« from th' o'erwhdmiog wave I 

Where are now the generous, the sympa- 
thetic Crusaders ? Where are those noble 
spirits who, even in dark, and, comparative- 
ly speaking, barbarous times, have repaired 
with alacrity and devotion, though perhaps, 
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under the then e^^t^ng circumst»i}c^s^ i^xt\i 
jjaistoken »ea|, ^n4 Qrropppw views^ to ft^e 
a Christian country ^nd Chrl9tian p^opljp 
from their impiD(i« persecutors? Ahl they 
»re, long «i»c6j rewovisd hwjcej their 
swords ure #heathed ; their bucklers are 
jlatd aside ; the artns thftt winded th^m are 
mouldered into dust^ und the tnind3 that 
acbiat^d them are gone with them I Oh 
that we had them now I Oh that such were 
in exbtence in th« present day! then 
would Qi^ece be reliev^ed from her impious, 
her insolent, her pitil^s tyrants; then 
would the sacred standard of X\m Cross 
wave in triumph, undiaturbed, upon her 
walls and towers ; and the blood^fitained 
Crescent no longer disgrace Christian 
Europe ! — 3ut ah ! why do I isigh for them, 
why do I wish them here! They are 
gone ! and have left behind th^m ^ poste- 
jrity callous to ip^ny of those feeUtigs that 
ewj^pbledlhepaj a posterity who cw hefar 
with apathy and indifferenge of a Christian 
people suffering the most unparalleled 
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cruelties } sufferings that sh6uld cause the 
blood to run cold at the recital of them, 
that should " cause the verif stones to rise 
and mutiny !'' 

We are told that this is an unavoidable 
calamity ; that existing circumstances for- 
bid the interference of any of the Euro- 
pean governments in favour of the Greeks : 
that the balance of power, which is so ne- 
.cessary to be preserved, might be affected 
by such intermeddling : that it would be 
establishing a bad and dangerous precedent 
for the government of one country to tole- 
rate and encourage rebellion among the 
subjects of another : that, possibly, such 
interference would again involve Europe in 
the horrors of war. These and other rea- 
sons are urged for standingaloof, and, with 
most unchristian coldness, hearing the 
dreadful accounts that every week brings 
from Greece. 

For my part, I pretend not to b<j a poli- 
tician, but I must huipbly entertain the 
idea, that some measure might be adop.ted 

Kk 
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by thie Christian powers, in order to put n 
stop to the dreadful carnage among the 
Greeks. Let Greece be made an inde- 
pendeht state } let her be divided among 
some of the European nations j even com- 
pel her infamous masters to mitigate the 
laws by which she is governed ; any thing 
at all rather than allow her inhabitants to 
be inhumanly massacred. 

If a sense of impropriety in intermed- 
dling between a government and its revolt- 
ing subjects be the reason why no assistance 
is aiForded to the Greeks, whatever might 
be the general established practice among 
nations, surely I should think a case such 
as theirs might and ought to warrant a de- 
viation from the regular rule. In general 
it is understood that the subjects of a go- 
vernment are to be treated, in some degree, 
with humanity and tenderness, allowed 
some possibility of dragging out their lives 
with at least a shadow of independence, 
of self command, of self importance: but 
was this the case with the unfortunate 
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GrQek^? The Turks' systidm of gover- 
Bing th^mt with the atrocities exercised to- 
Wjiirds tbeaii ^re top well and generally 
known to reqjuire an answer here. I^ then^ 
^hpse atrocities were such as to offend hu^ 
inanity, to excite Uie commiseration even 
of hearts not the most tender and compas- 
sionate, would it, or could it be considered 
a crime to relieve the distressed^ a duty com- 
monly enjoined by the moralist upon all 
men ? If it is an act of philanthropy and 
religious duty to relieve the suffering ^fi^i- 
^an Heathen from the cruelties exercised 
upon him by professing Christians^ could it 
be called a dereliction of duty to save the 
Christian from the merciless barbarity of 
i\ie Infidel? 

. With respect to the danger of involving 
Europe in war, it must be ^id that one 
Christian power is not called upon alone to 
step forward to the relief of the Greeks* 
but it is the duty of all Christendom to unite 
and deliver their Christian brethren. It 
may be consider^ visionary to talk of 
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•making severial nations unanimous in opi- 
nion upon the point : it is not visionary to 
talk of it- when their mutual- safety and in- 
terests require it ; and why should it be so 
M^hen their honour, their duty to God and 
man demand it, without being in the least 
degree prejudicial to their interests or poli- 
tical welfare ? 

I would sav to them, " You are Chris- 
tians ; you admire and applaud your great 
Master's golden, rule, to < do to others as 
you would they should do to you ;* the 
voice of nature constrains you entirely to 
approve of it ; you acknowledge it a part 
of your religious duty to conform to it, and 
yet here is a direct, an impious disregard 
of that duty !" 

But the cruelties they hear of are com- 
mitted at a distance ; they feel no imme- 
diate ill effects resulting to themselves from 
them, and they pretend to be greatly shocks 
edt but, apparently, soon forget and over- 
look them with cruel indifierence ! 

There, perhaps, goes the great landed 
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proprietor, leaving his native country where 
he has been rehictantly renmining a short 
time, arranging matters relative to his 
estate, and probably receiving hils rents, a 
considerable sum, ivhich has been, in nu* 
merous instances, extorted by violence and 
cruelty from his suffering and impoverished 
tenantry. 

He is hastening to the sister kingdom, 
or some foreign country, to waste, in 
luxury, extravagance and folly, what should 
naturally be expended in his own, in order 
that those who are toiling for his ease might 
enjoy the benefit arising from its expendi- 
ture among them : and by draining the 
country of its wealth, without making any 
kind of return or compensation whatever 
for the injury done to it, he is impoverish* 
ing the inhabitants, draining its resources, 
fettering and ruitiing commerce, and, of 
course, ultimately injuring himself by cans* 
ing his property to depreciate very consi* 
derably in value. 

Instead of residing on his estate, where 
K k 2 



Digitized by CjOOQ iC 



«84 
be fiaigh<^ h6 in t^e fiflt ^bymetkt ot the 

^leasuf ei» that the caufrtrjr is known to »f« 
Ibir4 te the virtuoas and enlightened vtiittd ; 
i«»teftd df eni|>leying the^^upefflnity of hi^ 
jnc^me in the improveroeiit and embeHisfr- 
nent of his estate ; affording employment 
to the labouring class of his tenantry; 
building comfortable cottages for their ac- 
commodation ; eneoaragfng agrieultnre; 
relieTing the wants of the distressed ^ 
watching Orer the intertets of his tenants;* 
dispensing equal and impartial justice 
among Che contentious; preventing cruel'^ 
ty and oppression y repi^essing disorder and 
riot ; and destroying the seeds of rebellion 
that might be generating in the coUntrj^— « 
and these, and many other equally usefet 
and praiseworthy d^ies^ might be attende<t 
to by him, yielding him in return a peace-* 
ful satisfaction at the motdefit^ and the r^ 
view of which would afterWafds afford de^ 
light, unmixed with any b*!ter or unjrfea- 
sant reflection— ihstbad of enjoying ^ so* 
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fort9> eotttenktiCMaad elegttdcied of life f 
innocent pleasures ; useful and la^idable 
employment of his tkne ; a serene inind ) 
the approval of Ood^ and hi» ^oUseience % 
the praise of the world} the venemtlon of 
his inferiors ; the admiratibn and esteem 
of his equals ; the friend of the good, and 
the terror and suppressor of the bad ^ the 
iomfort and deKght of his faicilj, and an 
ornament and treasure to his country ; in- 
steati of enjoying all these noble and ex- 
cited satisActions, and few wilt pretend to 
say they were not within his reach, provi* 
ded he were a good man, he resigns them 
ill for the short-lived, unsatisfying, and 
ruinous follies of the town ! 

There, he is, perhaps, constant in his at* 
tendance at the scenes of clissipation and 
vice : the gambling bouse is a favourite 
tesort, and the broadest and shortest road 
he can find to lea^ him to destruction.— 
HerOi in a few liours, nay, even minutes^ 
he frequently squanders away immense 
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sums, that would have been quite adequate 
to the noble and exalted purposes before- 
mentioned, in the company of unprincipled 
men who, without remorse, can desolate 
his family, reduce him to poverty and ruin, 
and exult in the acquisition of their ilk- 
gotten wealth ! 

And what pleasure does he receive in re^ 
turn Sot his losses ? In the very act his 
reason must upbraid him for his madness ; 
the most intense and perplexing anxiety 
disturbs his thoughts, and sets his mind 
upon the rack while his fate is pending ; 
and when the die is cast that determines 
against him, despair, anguish and dismay 
take possession of his breasti and torture 
their wretched victim^* 

He returns to his family with a heavy 
and agonized heart, deploring his infatua* 
tion, which, without yielding him any en. 
joyment in return, has deprived him of the 
means that were to have provided for 
their comfort and convenience; the funds 
for defraying the necessary expenses of 
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his house and family having been appro* 
priated to the discharge of , *♦ debts of 
konour^^^ (what a prostituted word ! by the 
bye, how much more apposite would hefolljf 
or in/amy!) which could not, upon any const- 
deration^ be omitted nor deferred ; while 
the honest; industrious tradesmen, &c. who 
have accommodated him with their goods 
to a large amount, and are suffering great 
inconvenience for want of the sums due to 
them, are allowed to call repeatedly for 
them, and as often to be turned away,, in. 
dissappointment and vexation. ^ 

With a view to recover his losses he is 
induced by hope, which whispers a flatter- 
ing tale in his ear, to ** try his fortune 
once more.** Various success attends him 
for a while, still holding forth the prospect 
of a fortunate issue: ab^d throw occa* 
sionally, however, not only snatches from 
his fond grasp what he had just acquired, 
but obliges him to make some new sacri- 
fice, to enable him. to retain his chance of 
succeeding eventually. His bad fortune 
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still pursue^ himj \andf afl^r.ftloag and 
anxious struggle^ he is at leiigth pompelled 
to relinqMi^h. it, with a furtbet saci^ce oi 
his fortune and happiness. 

He is, possibly, by theise means, at last 
reduced to the melancholy alternative of 
surrendering his extensive estate and beau- 
tiful residence into the hands of bis credi- 
tors, until his debts be liquidat^} and to be 
exiled, in miserably reduced circumstances, 
from his native l^ud to a land oi strangers, 
prejudiced against him on account of his 
country and religion, aJEtd ready upon all 
occasions to offer iij^ult and cont^npt to 
him who, until now,. commanded tiiere^ 
spect and submission ,of thousands^ His 
family that had been accustomed to luxury 
and unbounded afflueo.o^, with all the ad« 
vantages and eqjoymenf^ arising from theaw 
reduced to a scanty iQcome, removed to a 
distance from tbeir home. and society, and 
experiencing hardships and privations that 
they never could have antidpated, and for 
which they are but ill qualified, leaving, a 
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sting in his conscience, to the poignancy 
of which every day adds its share ! 

He is, probably, a member of Parliament, 
and, in his seat in the house, can propose 
measures for the amelioration of his unhap<- 
py country, and rail at the ministry for 
their supineness in adopting means for its 
improvement ; while at the same time he 
is himself one of the greatest of all its ene- 
mies ; for no measure that I can conceive 
could be adopted by the legislature, capa- 
ble of counteracting effectually the para- 
mount bane of Ireland, that of the non-re- 
sidence of the nobility and gentry, which 
drains it of its wealth without returning 
any equivalent whatever for it. Some 
measures might afibrd a trifling temporary 
relief^ but none can prove an eflfectual an- 
tidote for its disorders, and restore prospe- 
rity to it, but the residence of the landed 
proprietors. Money is the main-spHng of 
all the affairs of Jife : it keeps the great and 
complicated machine of worldly transactions 
in motion } and without it^ business of every 
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kind 18 ftt a stand; consequently^ the coun- 
try whos^ wealth is dontttiuaHy drained from 
it must be invdked in poverty and dNt^^s. 

He perhaps seldom reflects up&n the'de* 
gree of resppnsihiiity attaoheid to his situa- 
tion and circumsitfmces in life* . although 
the opportunity and power of being so ex- 
tensively useful prove it to be very great 
^ He/ to all appearance, loses sight of the 
real design of Providence in bestowing 
such a profusion of his blessings upon him, 
and the. consequences of abusing them; 
and yet he is expressly told, that ^ of him 
to whom much is given, much will be 
required.*'* /» 

F^om a; view of the case of this indivi- 
dual a useful copduston may be deuced. 
.While the man wh<H by strict and constant 
attention to some lawful employment de- 
rives a comfortable competenQr from his 
induistry, Observes the man.of .fs^hion and 

* The foregoing observations are, in tbeir application^ 
of course, Hmited to a porUcn of the class of indiTiduals 
> referred to, and not to 1}e nndecstood as 'gmral. 
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figurei in splendid equipage^. rolling, in all 
the external pomp and' show of weal th| 
through the streets, and attracting the gaze 
and . admiration of the silly, unthinking 
multitude, let him not unhesitatingly pro- 
nounce that man bis superior in happiness ; 
let not a single sigh of discontent, envy, or 
covetousness follow that man, I would say, 
but let him pass on, with the reflection, that 
perhaps on a comparison with him as great 
a balance might be discovered in your fa- 
vour with respect to internals, as against you 
in e^ternalsior that the state of your mind 
might be considered by him much more 
enviable than you conceive his external 
circumstances to be; and that therefore 
he. is, possibly, rather an obgect of your pity 
than your envy. Neither attempt to flatter 
yourself with theidea that, (supposing him 
to be in the situation alluded to,) were you 
in his plaise you would not have acted so 
imprudently as he has done, and thereby 
stilLseem to warrant a secret desire for an 
equality with him j. but remember that you 
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ai» oatiimlly pofuatesae^ of pasri^os aqd df^ 
sikes aimilar ta.hi9» ftod tbMt probably^ your 
exemption fmm t^eir evil effects is jratliGr 
owiog to the impossihilityof gratifying 
them, or fi^eedom from temptatioorthan to 
any inherent goodoess in yon. 

Monday, SSd Aogitstr— I to^e .eaxly, and 
on going upon deck was gratified with the 
delightfal sight ioi the SiOstren^or and Gar^ 
lingford mouritaias^lusta-headofthevesseL 
- However pleasant the feelings of the 
traveller may he .at the isigbt ^ his comi^ 
try, after having been absent aJoi^ time^ 
yet as lie approaches the paiticniar spo^ in 
that country where he is ac%ii»btited» .and 
that brings his own residence almost in 
view, then a^e his j^entations laiaed to .the 
highest degr^ee of satisfaction. The aB& 
cipation of hoqie, and a imppy meeting 
with bis friends, wakies him .ahoost £uicy 
theenjoymmt of the reality, hut in a mo^ 
ment << recollection at hand '' rismovesthe 
delusion, which gives way .to an almost un- 
conquerable impatience for the ^desii^ 
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etent': tiik ifncreaisesr rather thah dimi* 
isfishesr as'the distalice biscomesf shorter^ and 
the happy mofhetit approaches; 

Infiueniced by such fteUog^ bow neces- 
sary^ too freqvi^htlyi; are pradettce and re* 
flection: to regulateandconti^olthe viblenca 
Gi the emotion? of the mind, and prepare 
it for any unexpected ehaai^e in the exist. 
ing aas^pieions apj^ai^nces ! I was^ upon 
this occasion^ again taoght t&is lesson.-^ 
About twelve b'ddek, while indulgitig the 
fond idea of soon reaching homre, which» 
from the appearadcea of the moment^ I 
considered mast h6 realized^ tlie wind being 
quite favourabter the weather particularly 
finfe^ the entrance of the harbour bat a 
short dis^nce from us^ and two pilots on 
board, who entertained no doobt of the 
vessel reatehing Warren Point with the tide 
that wa5 then flowing^ I went below for a 
Irttlei and ori returning upon deck» to my 
great surpri^se, and perhaps disappointment^ 
found thie vesad enveloped in a thick fog. 
This: ciroiinstance readered our w'rival in 
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the harbour that evenitig very doubtfal r 
there was still a prd>ability of it, however, 
and I was willing to entertain a hope of it. 
When we had sailed a sufficient distance 
to induce the pilots to believe we must be 
near the light-house, the fog being so very 
dense as to prevent us from seeing it, ** all 
liands " were placed on " the look out, ** 
and in a few minutes we heard the sound 
of the light^house bell, which was rung in 
order to apprize us of the distance and di« 
rection we were in from it At length one 
person cried, " There it is ! " when it im- 
mediately became faintly visible through 
the fog, very near the vessel. " All was 
now right," according to the general opi- 
nion ; we crossed the Bar in safety ; the 
only danger previously apprehended was 
now removed ; one of the pilots left us 
here, the other knew exactly the course to 
steer,^ and spoke with so much confidence 
as to dispel every doubt of reaching the 
Point that Evening. The crew placed en* 
tire confidence in his skill and long-tried 
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acqaaintance with the harbour, and gave : 
full scope to the delightful idea of hailing 
their homes, families and friends in a few, 
vety few hours. 

I too, equally confident of my hopes 
being realized, went down to the cabin to 
dress, and prepare for going on shore ; but 
while occupied in this way, and when least 
expecting it, my disappointment was com.' 
plete. About four o'clock I heard the cry 
** She's aground !" and almost at the same 
instant, by the pilot, '* Put the helm hard 
a-port !** •• She's aground !" " She'* 
aground !" resounded from one end of the 
vessel to the othen 

I hurried up on deck, where I witnessed 
a very different scene from what had exist- 
ed when I had been up last : •■ the vessel- 
was fast in the mud near Greenore Point, 
which, however, we could not see for the 
fog. 

Rage and . disappointment exhibited: 

themselves in their most hideous forms in 

the countenances and expressions of the 
L 1 2 
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saiiors* who woretramported by: tfaem^ «i»d 
order and tabofdiiiatiaQ appeared to be 
forgotten; The men were ard^ed up. ike 
masts to furl the sails ; this seamed anin^ 
tobrablar and mostvexatioqs taaiti and they 
almost hesitated, apparentlj lest their dis- 
appointment riiould thereby be coniirafed 
fateyond hope. They went aboat it^ how- 
ever*^ with great r^hictance, mnrmutingr 
and ciirsing the pilot far his ignorance and 
stupidity. 

The kedge anchor waa taken but and 
drop|>ed a-st^rn of the vessel, and evei^ ex* 
•ftioQ^Sadt to aet her afloat,. but the tide 
being at its height, every effort proved 
fmitleed. The bar^ and unjustifiable ex- 
pressions and conduct of most of die sfaip^a 
Company to the pilots exeited in me aueh.^ 
strong fiaeUng of sympathy for him, and my 
jriiQughts at the meam^it w^ro so much, en^ 
gaged with his most unpleasant situation^ 
tiiiat I almost forgot my owe disappeint- 
asent* 
As there was m posaihiiify'of getting a 
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bMt at l!ht9 hour to take me op to Warm 
Point, I was wdtr the. agreeable necesmty 
tf makiiig itiysQlf as contented aa pk>9siMt 
for the tiight ; whicb» however, was not a 
very difficult matter, since I had the cans0* 
la/ion of being aware that we were safe a- 
#Aere^ only a few miles from home. 
. The folkiwiog morning a boat frotn the 
9hore. came along side, which the master 
and I engaged to take us up to the Point, 
and in a short time we left the vesseL 

While proceeding up the bay, I was re* 
minded of a brig that had sailed up, after a 
long voyage^ the day before we sailed for 
Quebec* Upon that occasion I was im. 
pressed witii the circumstances attending 
her safe arriifali Her owner, and these 
concerned in the voyage, had long been in 
a state of anxiety reapecting her safety, and 
t^ success of the adventure ; the famiKes 
and friends of those on board were deeply 
intereated in her fete ; :every gale that blew 
excited their alarm and apprehension ; the 
crew had been expos^ ta hardships and 
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dangers of the most fearful kind : these 
were then all removed ; suspense was at an 
end ; fear gave place to joy ; . hardship and 
danger were forgotten, and her arrival was 
hailed with satisfaction by all parties. 
- We were then about to encounter the 
perils they had braved and escaped : we 
could not hope to be in similar circnmstan^ 
cesin less than four months ; it was a long 
time to look forward to, particularly as it 
might be very eventful, but the nature of 
those events being as yet concealed in the 
womb of time. Hope fondly whispered 
" all will be well, ** but accident, or rather 
the great disposer of all events might de- 
termine otherwise. That time, however, 
has now elapsed, thought I, and it appears 
but as yesterday that the same objects met 
our view that now delight it ; they bear 
the same appearance which they did then } 
we perceive no particular indications oHi 
long lapse of time, and, with a trifling dif- 
ference, (the situation of the vessel not 
being such as to warrant or excite any ap-^ 
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prehemioQS rjespecting her safety,) the case 
of the brig, crew, &c. juat alluded to, is one 
with ours. About twelve o'clock we land- 
ed at Warren Point 

The Christian's life may be, with great 
propriety, as it has often been, compared 
with a voyage by sea. When he first be- 
comes acquainted with his situation, and 
the grand scheme of his salvation, he re« 
solves to take advantage of the latter, and 
therefore undertakes the voyage. He may 
poiftsibly have the prospect of a long one 
through life: he encounters storn^s and 
tempests of a fearful and painful kind ; in 
some cases these are not of long conti- 
nuance, nor frequent, in others there is 
little else. But, although the storms be 
great and the waves high ; although he be 
troubled and afraid ; his privations and suf- 
ferings painful to endure } yet the winds, 
though boisterous, being favourable, they 
wafl him to the desired port at last} and 
no sooner does the haven appear^ and the 
weather«beaten vessel enter in safety, than 
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all the pa^ins atid wMeritgs: that ware expe- 
riMced^ though grievous to be borffe^ while 
thqr existed, are forgotteir as thofigh the^ 
had never been, and succeeded by joys un-* 
speakable, plehsiures ''such: as eye hath 
not seen nor ear heard, neither hath it env 
tered into the heart of maw to amceiveJ^ 

This certain result^ then, shoirM be no 
small inducement to underteke the v^yzge f 
particulalrly M it differs ffota that with 
which it is confprated, ida^inuch ^&, with 
the propdr pilot on board, there is 116 dm-* 
ger of foundering/wreck, or oth^r fatal ao« 
cidents, incident to the^ other. 



^ , ^ riNls. 
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